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transajctions 



OF Tmt> 



MICHIGAN STATE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY, 



WITH 



REPORTS OP CODSTY AGRlCULTnilAl SOCIKTIES. 



PUBUSHED BY ORDER OF THE LEGISLATURK 





< 



The Michigan State Agricultural Society was organized at Lan- 
sing, the capital of the State, Maroh 17th, 1849. The call for such 
a society was made as follows:. 

The undersigned, executive officers of the State and members of 
the Senate and House of Representatives, respectfully recommend 
that a meeting be held at the capitol, on Saturday evening next, for 
the purpose of taking measures for the organization of a State Agri- 
cultural Society. 

Lansing, Mich., March 5th, 1849. 



. Epaphro. Ransom, 
H. C. Smith, 
Henry Pennoyer, 
Morris S. Allen, 
G. A. Wright, 
G. Harger, 
Chas. M. O'Malley, 
Henry Chamberlain, 
A. L. Burk, 
J. L. Haight, 
John Bowne, 
H. H. Comstock, 
E. Hawley, Jr., 
Amos Stevens, 
Jos. H. Kilbome, 
1 



John McKinney, 
Wm. Finley, 
A. N. Hart, 
Titus Dort, 

C. A. Loomis, 
Nathan Salyer, 
Samuel Mulhollen, 
Wm. F. Chittenden, 
Russell Coman, 
Jesse Stoddard, 
Bradford Campbell, 
Wm. McNair, 

P. H. Buck, 

D. Webb, 
Jacob Summers, 



J. L. McNeil, 
James Turrill, 
L. Chapman, 
Nathan C. Parkhurst, 
L. W. Turner, 
0. C. Comstock, 
Warren Tuttle, 
George B. Turner, 
C. Bacon, 
H. Matthews, 
John Andrews, 
James Flower, 
C. G. Cady, 
Isaac Coats^ 
J. P. King, 
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Crnu Lovell, 
M.H.Lockwood, 
Levi Baxter, 
E. H. Thomson, 
N. Danham, 
D. 0. Walbrid^, 
Riz Robinson, 



Win. M. Fett(€tai 
John J. Adam, 
Geo^ B. Cooper, 
Beoj. W. Waite, 
Wm4 Hammond, 
Geotge A. Oexj, 
Alfred Holmes, 



James MoGater 

J. Snow, 

A. W. Horej, Clerk 

House Reps* 
W. L. Bancroft, Secre- 

tary Senate. 



Hail of thI: House of REnnc^EirTATiyRs, \ 
Lmsvng, Mich.^ March 10, 1849. f 

In pursuance of the abore call, signed hj the state officers and 
members of the legislature, a meeting was held at seven o^ elock tbi& 
evening, in the Hall of the House, and was called to ordev By Hon. 
Titus Dort, of Wayne county, on whose motion, Governor Eansoip 
was appointed President of the meeting. • 

The President, on taking the chair, expressed his gratificsetion at 
this mark of distinction conferred by the meeting, and made an elo- 
quent allusion to the pride which he felt in being able to call himself 
a practical farmer. He then invited gentlemen present to fiivor iim 
assemblage with their views, on the subject for which they had met.- 

On motion of Lieut. Gov. Fenton, 

A. W. HovtJY was appointed Secretary of the meeting. 

Mr. Dort offered the following resolutions, which were unanimous- 
ly adopted, viz: 

Hesolved, That a committee of seven be appointed by the PresU 
dent, whose duty it shall be to prepare and report, at a subsequent 
meeting, a plan for the organization of a State Agricultural society, 
and that they are requested to report such a constitution and by-laws 
as they may deem most suitable to promote the legitimate purpose 
of such a society. 

Resolvedy That said committee bi; requested to inquire and report 
upon the expediency of applying to the legislature for pecuniary aid 
in the organization and conduct of such a society; and also upon the 
propriety of applying for an act of incorporation for the same. 

Eeadvedf That the editors of newspapers throughout this state be 
requested to publish these proceedings. 

Resolved^ That when this meeting adjourn, it will adjourn to meet 
at this place, on Saturday next, at seven o'clock P. M., and that the 
public genendlj be respectfully but earnestly urged to attend. 
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^IliePfeiidentappoiatedas tfatcoMidClae'inder tliefintratok- 
Urn, Mr. Dort^ of Wayne^ Ut. Deming, of Lenawee, Mr. Se^, of 
Washtenaw, Mr. Beldbg, of Oakland, Mr. Loonis, of 8t Clair, Mr. 
MoKimiey, of Van Bnren, and Mr. MatOiews, of St Jeaq^h. 

On motion of Hon. N. CL PaiUrarst, 

The meetmg adjourned. ^ 

SPAPHBO. RAKSOM, iVair. 

A. W. HOVET, &«> 
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Bouse pf JCeprssibntativss, i 
Saturday, 7 P. M., Mtrthl Y, \^'i^ 

In pun^a^ce of adjournment, the meeti&g fbr^e ptrrpo^e of or- 
^anrzing a State Agricultural "iSociety^ convened in the capitol, and 
was called to order by Gov. Bansom, the Pre^deni 

Mr. Dort, from the committee appointed at the former meeting, 
reported that the committee had performed the duty assigned them^ 
and that Mr. Loomis would read the report. 

Mr. Loomis accordingly read two bills drawn up by the committee- 
fdr presentation to the legislature, one ©f them incorporating the* 
State Agricultural Society, and the other making an appropriation, 
under certain restrictions, in aid of the objects of the society, and 
also reported a constituticm, which report was accepted and the com- 
mittee discharged. 

The constitution was taken up., read, considered, amended and 
adopted. 
Mr. Baxter offered the following resolution, which was adopted: 
Besclvedy That the state officers and members and officers of the 
legislature be considered members of the State Agricultural Sdciety,. 
for the purpose of organization, together with such other persons as 
may comply with the requirements of the constitution. 
On motion of Mr. Loomis, 

Eesdved, That a committee of nine be appointed by the President, 
as a committee of nomination of officers of the Michignn State Agri- 
cultural Society, and that such committee shall report at this place 
next Saturday evening, to which time and place this meeting will ad- 
journ. 

The President appointed as such committee, Mr. Loomis, of St. 
Clair, Mr. McNeil, of Genesee, Mr. Campbell, of Livingston, Mr. 
Baxter, of Hillsdale, Mr. Adam, of Lenawee, Mr. Stevens, of Wayne, 
Mr. Ferguson, of Calhoun, Mr. Com stock, of Allegan, and Mr. 
Burk, of Berrien. 

Mr. Deming offered the following resoiution, which was unanimous- 
ly adopted, viz: 
Eesolved, That Hon. Wm. M. Fenton be respectfully invited to 
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deliver an address tit &e meetmir of »^n s.*—! 

Onmotion of Mr. Ferguson, 

H«i. /olin J. Adam im appoiBted. !«»«.», 

♦. -^^Q^^^, That Wn g ^. . . . . , . -^ 

seeds for gardens aad farms, adapted to the wants of (he people ^ 
this state, and hope that people living in Michigan will appreciate the 
-]}enefits of such an establishment within our limits, and giye it their 
patronage. 

On motion of Mr. Baxter, 

The editors of newspapers] throughput tne state yrere requested to 
|)ublish the proceedings of this meeting. 

On motion of Mr. Ferguson, 

The meeting adjourned till half past six o'clock on Saturday eve- 

ning, and Lieut. Governor Fenton was requested to deliver h^ad- 

•^ress at 8 o'clock of the same evening. 

EPAPliBD. RANSOM, PfttC. 
jJl. W. Hovey, Clerk, 



i . r . . 
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tary, a Treasurer, a Corresponding Secretary in each organized 
county in the state, and an Executive Committee consisting of the 
President and Recording Secretary, ten other membeiis to be chosen 
for that purpose, and also, the ex-Presidents of the Society. These 
ofHcers shall be elected by ballot and by a majority of the rotes, at 
the annual meeting of the Society, and shall hold their offices for 
one year, and until others are chosen in their places; Provided, That 
the officers named upon the organization of the Society shall be 
deemed members and shall remcun officers only until others shall be 
duly elected at the first annual m^eeting; and if a vacancy happen 
it may be filled by appointment of the Executive Committee. 

Art. 8. The duties of the President, Vice Presidents, Recording 
and Corresponding Secretaries, shall be such as usually pertain ta 
their respective offices, and such also as may be prescribed by the 
special order of the Executive Committee, as hereinafter provided. 

Art. 4. The Treasurer shall receive and keep an accurate account 
of aU moneys belonging ta the Society; he shall pay out its moneys 
only on the order of the Executive Committee; and at ^ach annual 
meeting of the Society he shall make a full report of its financial 
transactions and condition. 

Art. 5. The Executive Commits shall determine the place of 
holding each Annual Meeting and Fair of the Society, and it shaU 
call that meetiog and fair at auoh ttaie as it shall judge best, between 
the first Monday m September and the third Mon,day of October, giv* 
ing at least aiity days paUic notiee thet eof. 

Art. 6, The Executive Committee shall &ect the money appro* 
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priatioiis of the Sooietjr, and hare the control of its pHxpMy; ft aliall 
make the necessary prorations for the annual fair, and issue all 
proper public notaces and circulars in relation thereto, or to the gen- 
eral object of the Society; it shall prepare the necessary by-laws of 
the Society, and may prescribe such duties to the other officers of 
the Society as are not inconsistent with the usual business of their 
respective offices ; it shall itself obey the instructions which may be 
given to it, at the annual meeting of the Society, and at the expiration 
of its term of service it shall make a full report of its proceedmgs. 
It shall be competent for the Executive Committee, or a majority of 
them, to appoint a Chairman and Secretary, who may transact all 
such business as they may be authorized to do by said committee; 
aad said Secretary shall sign, and said Chairman shall countersign, 
all orders on the Treasurer for the payment of any money directed 
by said committee to be paid for any purpose, and said Secretary 
~^.«ii Trppn an accurate account of all orders so drawn. 

Art. 7. It shall be the auty or tm; X2.^«,»u«« OomtviUtPA Anniiftlly 

to regulate and award premiums on such articles, productions, and 
improvements, as they may deem best calculated to promote the 
agricultural and household manufacturing interest of the state, hav- 
ing special reference to the' most economical or profitable mode of 
competition in raising the crop or stock, or in the fabrication of the 
article offered: Provided always , That before any premium shall be 
delivered, the person claiming the same or to whom the same shall 
be awarded, shall deliver to the President of the Society, in writmg, 
an accurate statement and description, verified in such manner as 
the Executive Committee may direct, of the character of the soil and 
the process in preparing it, including the quantity and quality of the 
manure applied in raising the crop, or the kind and quality of food 
in feeding the animal, as the case may be, also the kind and cost of 
labor employed, and the total expense and total product of the crop, 
or the increase of value of the animal, with a view of showing ac- 
curately the exact resulting profit, 

Art 8. The Executive Committee shall meet annually* at such 
place as it may itself choose, on <Mr before the second Monday m Jan- 
uary, and shall then inuiKidiately prepare a report and abstract of the 
transactions of the society during the preceding year, embradng such 
iralual^le r^rts from eonunitte^ statements of ezperimeni^ ctdtira- 
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denoe* BtAtistiGs, and otber maUer, the pttUicatiXMi of wbich will ex*- 
Uhit.the eo&ditiQia of t^o agiicuHural iateremts of Miefaigan) aod a dif* 
&ftBd kaovrledge of wlueh will, in the judgment of ihe Committee, 
ladd to 'Ae productireneM of agricultural and household labor, and 
therefore promote the general j^rospmtj of the 3tate; and as soon as 
practicable the Committee shall transmit such report and abstract to 
the President of the Senate for the use of the Legislature. 

Art. 9. No officer of this Society shall receive any conq>ensalion 
for his services. 

Art 10. Any person may become a member of the Michigan State 
Agricultm*al Society, for one year, by paying one dollar into its 
treasury, and knay then continue a member by paying fifty cents per 
annum. Any officer of the Society may receive and forward to the 
Treasurer the fee requisite to a membership. By paying ten dollars 
into the treasury of the Society, any pprsnrimay ^^^^ypr -i lifn m 
j^fir ^ g,T^f? fiba ll \^^a ->^iia<^A^k.^^^^^<nxtm:BXxr^^ membership, signed 
by the President and Recording Secretary. 

Art. 1 1 . The several County Agricultural Societies that now exist, 
or Aiay hereafter exist in this state, shall be deemed auxiliaries of 
this Stfkte Society, and it shall be the duty of the Executive Com- 
mittee to invite and receive reports and abstracts of the transactions 
of the County Societies, to be used in preparing the Annual Report 
to the Legislature, which is provided for by Article eight of this 
Constitution. 

Art. 12. The President and Recording Secretary of each County 
Agricultural Society, and all life members of this Society, may attend 
the annual meeting of the Executive Committee, and freely partici- 
pate in all discussions which shall occu^at such meeUng. 

Art . 13, This constitution shall be altered only by a vote of two- 
thirds of the members present at an annual meeting of the Society. 
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Lansing, Mictt., March 25, 1849. 

At an udjourncd meeting held in the Hall of the House of Rep- 
tesentatives, for the purpose of completing the organization of the 
Michigan State Agricultural Society, His Excellency, the Governor, 
presided; Mr. Chamberlain, of Berrien county, was elected Secretary. 

Hon. Charles A. Loomis, Chairman of the Committee appointed 
at a previous meeting to report the names of officers for the ensuing 
year, made the following report, which was accepted. 

FOR rR£SIDENT, 

EPAPHRODITUS RANSOM, of Kalamazoo. 



J. C. HOLMES, of Wayne. 

FOR TREASUhER, 

JOHN. J. ADAM, of Lenawee. 



Xames, 
Titus Dort, 
Bela Hubbard, 
Edward L. Fulfer, 
TownsendE. Gidkg', 
Stephen Valenfine^ 
WiJUamH.E^gar, 
Joseph Gibbons, 
John Thomits, 
G6<>rge Redfield, 
JeroBifiah Smithy 

•A.J. Diedrick, 
JHiram Lewis, 
Samuel Street, 
Wales Adams, 
Campbell Waldo, 
Cyrus Bacon, 
2 



FOR EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 



Countij. 
Wayne. 
Wayne. 
Washtenaw. 
Jackson. 
Calhoun. 
Kalamazoo. 
Lenawee. 
Oakland. 



FOB VICK PRESIDENTS, 



Genesee. 

Allegan. 

Barry. 

Bemen. 

Branch. 

Call^oufL 

Cass. 
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NomeB. 
Abel BiDgbam, 
Morris S. Allen, 
William Hammond.^ 
Benjamin Piersons, 
Levi Baxter, 
John M, French, 
Kufus R. Cook, 
Hiram Smith, 
Andrew Y, MooreJ 
Henry Hall, 
James Turrill, 
Kdward Smith, 
George Galloway, 
Michael Dbnsman, 
Asahel Bailey, 
A. G. Bates, 
Hem an Castle, 
William C. Comfort, 
James G. Birney, 
John Clark, 
John S. Barry, 
Henry Hunt, 
Philotus Hayden, 
John Loury, 
Jonathan Shearer, 



FOR CORXUESFOXDITTO BSCRETARTKS, 



Abram Hoag, 
5^orman Deming, 
Wm. H. Dougherty, 
Frederick V. Smith, 
Oliver C. Comstock, Jr., 
George B. Turner, 
Stephen ft. Wood, 
Samuel M. Scott; 
Harvey Williams, 
James B. WaHtet, 



Chippewa. 

Clinton. 

Eaton. 

Genesee. 

Hillsdale. 

Ingham. 

Ionia. 

Jackson, 

Kalamazoo. 

Kent 

Lapeer. 

Lenawee. 

Livingston. 

i'"'»lrinac. 
Macomb. 

Monroe. 

Oakland. 

Ottawa. 

Saginaw. 

St. Clair. 

St Joseph. 

Shiawassee. 

Van Buren. 

Washtenaw. 

Wayne, 

Allegan, 

Barry. 

Berrien. 

Branch. 

Calhoun. 

Cass. 

Chippewa. 

Clinton. 

Eaton. 

Genesee. 
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* Hkmrn- " Hillsdale. 

K. O. Dilla, Ingbam. 

•FranWlttXjaRue, ^ ^^^^ 
Gflorge W. Germrin. Jackson. 

Ira C, Backus, Kalamaaoo. 
jMnes Henry, Jr., ge^t. 

John Ball, Lapeer. 

Geoi^e C. Bidwell. Lenawee. 

Richard Kent, Livingston. 

'^, G. Isbell, Mackinac. 

Charlesltt.Xi:3i*tt^. Macomb. 

E. G. Mortdti, ^- 

Monroe, 

Wm. G. Stone, Oaicnma. 

Timothy Eastman, Ottawa. 

Hiram L. Miller, Saginaw, 

Duthan Northrop, St. Clair. 

Calvin Bronson, St. Joseph. 

Joseph B. Bloss, Shiawassee. 

Morgan L. Fitch, Van Bnren. 

James Kingsley, Washtenaw. 

B. G. Parker, Wayne. 

On motion of Hon. Titus Dort, 

The Society proceeded to the elegtion of officers. Hon. Messrs. 
Dort and Walbridge were appointed tellers. The tellers announced 
that the Society had, by a unanimous vote, confinned the nommatson 
made by the committee. 

Gov. E>ansom, the President elect, in a few brief remarks, ten- 
dered his thanks to the Society for the honor conferred, and spoke 
of the advantages attendant on the formation of State Agricultural 
Societies. 

In accordance with previous arrangettent, lieut. Gov. W. M. 
Fenton proceeded to address the Society. 

The address having been concluded, Mr. H. H. Comstock, of 
Allegan county, offered the followmg resolution, which was adopted: 

Besolved, That the thanks of the members of the Michigan State 
Agricultural Society be tendered to Lieut. Gov. Fenton for his able 
pddress, and that he is requested to fum ish a copY for publication. 
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*^^^ - /^ "^teaings at the orfranwation of thi. 



-ppointod to prepare the .Zl^:.^^^^^^ ' ^^"^"^ '' "^^^^ 
the printing of L sacne " ' ^''''' '°^ ^^-^^"^^-^ ^^ 

ad opted : ^ "^ -' ^"""^^"^ ^solutions, wliioJa were 

i2^5(?^t;ga?. That the CorresDAH.*^ X-.-T^-''^ ^iT^'.i,"-^ 

hereby reauiJAUJ-------^^^^ procure, withm then' 



several counties or elsewhere, as many subscribers to the Goti&titii' 
tion of the State Agricultural Society as they can ; ajid that upcm 
(he receipt of the subscription money, with the names and Post 
Office addresses of the subscribers, the Treasurer of the Society 
shall notify the Recording Secretary thereof, whose duty it shall b« 
be to enter the names in a book procured for that purpose, and to 
forward to each subscriber a certificate of membership, and a copy 
of the annual report of tlie Executive Committee or other proceed- 
ings of the Society, whenever published. 

Resdvedy That subscriptions for membership, or oih .r donations 
or contributions, bo requested tp be procured as far as possible, prior 
to tl*e fiist of July in each year, in oi'der tliat the Executive Commit- 
t'ee may be enabled to estimate as near asi may be, the^ vam "which 
will be at their disposal for premiums and other purposes of the 
^ciety. 

OflL motion of Mr. Fer^son, of Ceilhoun, li w^ 

Jk^v€d, That the Soci^jij.ask the. Lagielatare of this State to 
nppropnBte the sum of one thousand dollars for the use of ikt Sodh 
eHy, to aid in holding a SMq¥w n«x4 faU. - 

The Society then adjourned^ • 

• . , HENRY CHAl«BBELAIN,.A&(jy 



Digitized by 



Google 






* ToMfi^ ^hfkt Hit suli^Qi o» wbi&b I am callietl'iupoa, t^ address j<m 
Bught tinvdbeeQ entrufitad toe^r and moreeKpemno^' handsj is 
but An ^t of fiimpte jtiatiee W many who are herepre^^t. 

. Yet, thanking y^u for thi^ high hoqor conferred wppn^me in being 
ianted (HI the occasion of thoipninary o^fknizatioa of tbtt Mkhigiun 
Sme AyrkHliuml jSppi^ to- express my riews, I wiU, feebly though 
it.may be, endelivor to present some eocisideratL»tts tending to de- 
moBstrate^he importance of the wgrk \*pon which w« have just en- 
tfi-ed. 

•IJnd^r auspices the to we fa^^orable, from the zeal so ardently 
manifested by many individuals en$;aged in agricukur^il pursuits 
hero assej^bl^d frpto every county, tjiis society [9. now organized^ 
iind itiiepoAds ntueh upo^ the.aetion of those who have taken these 
Incipient steps, and perhaps still more upon the manner in which the 
atteoipt is received by the people of the State of Michigan, whether 
Ife is destined to fall into obscurity, or to give an impetus to the agri- 
cultural puruits of our state, the conse(^ences of which can only 
he developed as ages pass away. 

It is a fact, lamentable though it be, yet not the Iciss tarue^ that 
many of our citizens are comparatively ignorant of the advantage?* 
to be derived from associations like thisi 

. Notwithstanding the progress of similar pocicties in npany of the 
states, the magnificent displays of the products of agriculture and 
its kindred arts, which at their annual fairs have gladJqnedand as- 
tonished the beholder, notwithstanding the developements of science 
and skill in the improved mode of culture and the manufacture of 
agricultural implements, the light of science has as yet hardly dawn- 
ed upon many portions of our country. True it is that there are 
honorable exceptions, but I appeal to you if a critical observation 
of the farms of the west will not bear me out in the assertion, that 
many, very many of those whose business is the cultivation of the 
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■oi], and its ineidents, are yet fiur behind the imfHrorements of ther 
age in the Moielvoe of fiurming, in the raising ct stock, in the bttsi- 
ness of the dairy> and eren » thoilB .odipary comforts of life» which 
are acoesstUe tb all. It is to be hoped thatfew such exist in lfichi> 
gan. 

When, ili travelluig through a section of country where slovenly 
tillage and neglected farms hare impoTerished the community and 
reduced tiie YalUe of Its lands, the eye rests upon a bam Whose roof 
is but half finished while the grain within is exposed to the drip- 
pings of every shower; upon a fence which might protect the crop 
on the land which it surrounds if it had but another rail; upon 
a flock of sheep^ or a herd of cattle endeavoring to break off the 
"fierce peltings of the pitiless storm" by gettihg to leeward of a 
half kiid up rail fence, for the want of a rude hovel which would 
cost barely a day's work; when we see a shell of a house, with 
old clothes and patches in place of panes of glass, half sided up, 
while a pile of boards lies rottmg by the side of a log fence over 
which it is necessary to pass to gain an entrance to the mansion, 
with one log of wood of sled length, and a dull axe by its side, in 
place of a pile of fire-wood cut, spit and ready for use; when in 
fine, we see poor teams, poor plows, poor stock, half tilled land and 
poor crops, and a miserable, care-worn, ragged family, we are led to 
exclaim, "the man who conducts that farm understands but little of 
the business in which he is engaged." To him the developments of 
science and the economy of life are a sealed book. No ray of hope 
can illunahie the midnight darkness of his mind. 

Whoever has viewed a spectacle like this, (though none such, I 
trust, exist in Michigan,) will not hesitate to lend his aid in the or- 
ganization of a society, one of whose principal objects is, to raise 
man from a state of ignorance, misery and want, to a condition bet- 
ter fitted than any other for the full enjoyment of the blessings 
which the boimteons hand of Providence has placed within the 
reach of sdl. 

To enter minutely into a detail of the peculiar objects of this so- 
ciety, is, perhaps, not necessary upon this occasion, and if it were, 
the work could be better performed by one who has a more thorough 
practical knowledge of forming than myself ; but it may not be 
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ftmifls. to^i^Bee in: A geaenil mannepat some of Hb pvilieipal aad 
BiiN*e provament object. 

l%e first I irill aotice is, to meulcttU the ia^sorttma of. tkoroupk 
tUiaffe, It is a fact well known to all aocimite observers, that in the 
fertile regions of the west, where the prime cost of land is compar" 
tirely trifling, and the labor of cultivation light, a habit of skam- 
ming o?er ibe soil has obtained, and an apparent rivalry to get the 
greatest number of acr^s under improvement has led to small crops, 
and to the impression that our land is not eapaUe of {Hroducing as 
many bushels per acre, as the lands of other states. This is agreat 
mistake, and the error has been practically refuted wherever the 
operations of a scientific culture has led to a full development of the 
powers of production. It is a good rule in any branch of industry, 
that one job of work well done, is worth two slighted. So, in an. 
eminent degree, is it in preparing land for the seed. The same amount 
of labor placed upon one acre or three, will in many instances be the 
most productive in the former case. The truth of this position is 
illustrated by the following Roman apologue, which you will excuse 
me for quoting: ''A vine dresser had two daughters and a vineyard; 
when his oldest daughter was married he gave her a third of his 
viney ard for a portion, notwithstanding which he had the same quan- 
tity of fruit as formerly. When his youngest daughter was married 
he gave her half of what remained; still the produce of his vineyard 
was undiminished. This result was the consequence of his bestow- 
ing as much labor on the third part left after his daughter had re- 
ceived their portions, as he had been accustomed to give to the whole 
vineyard." 

This is true to an extent, as to the preparation necessary by the 
plow and the use of compost, perhaps beyond what has as yet been 
attained by any farmer in our state; ^and ours being peculiarly a 
wheat growing state, it is highly important that our lands should be 
placed under siibh cultivation as to test their strength and power of 
production. Connected with this is the diffusion of information rel- 
ative to the draining of low lands, and the kinds, qualities and quan- 
tities of compost necessary for a given crop on the different varieties 
of soil with which our state abounds. 

This Is a branch of the science of agriculture which has been 
turougiht weH sigh to perfection, by chemical analysis of the varieties 
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of aoiU awl>of th& dUPeraiiplftntB to he groiro, and t^ im^vm^ 
ia natural philosophy, geology and botanj. Whboat wm^ kfiowt- 
edge of the impr^emento in this saxiliarjr to agrieiiiture, a ikr-^ 
laier oan do but little in competition ^th his more scientific neigh* 
bor. 

Again, an improred breed of horses,. oatUe, sheep, hogs, and ev< 
ery variety of stock, ean be introduced into all parts of the state, 
taid thus wool, beef, pork, butter and cheese, siay be produced at 
one half their present cost to those who have not already taken up- 
on themselves to keep up with the advance of the age ia this branch 
of agriculture. The difference to the farmer between a poor horse, 
hog, sheep, or cow, and a good one, in the expense of raising and 
sustaining them is nothing, white the profits are doubled in the latter 
case. 

The most successful and economical mode of breaking up new land, 
will claim much of the attention of this society,, and is a branch of 
agriculture comparatively now little known to the older, while it is of 
incalculable importance to the new states. 

Again, this society will be the means of giving to the farmers of 
Michigan the necessary information to enable them to build the best 
kind of barns, sheds, folds and fences, and the most comfortable and' 
convenient dwellings; and in each case, the most economical mate- 
rial and mode ot construction. 

If you recollect the brief description I attempted of shelterless 
cattle and a family comparatively homeless, you will agree with me 
in saying, that no object can be more worthy than one which will 
tend to the provision necessary for the protection of the dumb beast 
and the comfort and happiness of man. Indeed it is gratify ing to bo 
able to be say that in Michigan arc to be found many farms, the ap- 
pearance of which indicate the hand of one skilled in his occupa- 
tion, whose granaries are filled with the products of his healthful 
labor, and whose home and family bear the evident appearance of 
health, comfort and elegance; around, whose door- way thetrellised 
vine hangs in graceful festoons, while every variety of shrub and 
flower and fruit, give tok^n of the industry and intelligence of one 
of nature's noblemen. 

Perhaps this brief allusion to some of the almost infinitely diver- 
sified objects of this society may for the present (Suffice, while we 
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accom^shment. 

The first, is the organization itself. There is no known means of 
aecompliBhiog a great good more adequate than association. The 
simple meeting together of those whose aim is^the same, tends in no 
slight degree to effect their object. Thereappearsto.be a kind of 
magnetism {be it aiiimal or spiritual, it matters not) in the contact of 
man with his fellow, of miiid with mind. They meet together, each 
oommunicates to the other his experience in the occupatk>n which is 
the subject of their thoughts and conversation— his knowledge of the 
business in which they are engs^ned. Each incites in the mind of his 
hearer a spirit of emulation in thtit in which he happens to excel. 
All learn something they have not before known, while there can 
seldom be found one incapable of instructing, be it ever so little, his 
neighbor. It seems like a eombinatton of minds for the time being, 
the knowledge of each and every one of which is shared with that 
of him who may not be so well informed. Thus by the act of com- 
ing together, canvassing and discussing the different modes of cul- 
ture of wheat in the various parts of the state, each fanner may re- 
turn to his home with an addition to his store of information, whi<^ 
woxild well repay him for the expense and tame devoted to such a 
meeting. But we are not left to this meagre aid to our agncultural 
pursuits, the objects of this association are only to be fully accom- 
plished by the most untiring energy ia those to whom its interests 
are especially entrusted. 

The most promilient of all the means to be used for this purpose, 
that which will most tend to riv«t the attention and awaken the en- 
ergies of all, will be the holding Of Agbicuittjral Fairs. By of- 
fering sttitat^e inducements in the way of premiums, every farmer 
^Q tlhe State, who is in a situation to enter into competition for a 
prize, will strain every nerve to produce the largest amdunt of grain 
to the acre, the best and largest amount of butter, cheese, pork, foeel^ 
or other products, at the least cost — or to present for inspectibn the 
best specimens of stock, fruit or vegetables. 

In addition to the products of our owia Jarms, we have reason to 
ibelievethat specimens of stock, seedrand fruits will beiyrought tn 
^ur fin9t€tate Fairs from- adjoiimig States £arr the purpoMsof exUbi- 
lion and «ale; and Ihat every^deseiiption of .«gricttlt«ral implc^ttents 
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t&j artieltti o£ home maimfiiolaii^ hotli v»eh\ and onmmeatot, .will 
there be fbuad. Beside the great rarietj of fruits now raised ia 
lfiehig«B» we may aolicqpAte a spleadidexhibttaoa of the products of 
hertieultalre, 'that fine art of eom^on life," an exhibilion of which 
eren atomf first State Fair, we shall hare oecanoa to be pread« The 
information which wUi there* be received in detail rdative to the va- 
rious mode»of agfriculture ia the different portions of the State tibrough 
the Correi^onding Secretaries, and those competing for premiums, 
will aflford annually a Tolame of iuibrmatioa, the perusal of which, 
will wdl repay every individual who is engaged in forming. 

The Bpirtt of emulation and competition thus begun, wiU never 
cease to incite io renewed efforts while Michigan continues, what it 
must ever eontibue to be, an agricultural state. 

There is another source of intelligence to the farming community 
whtck wffl not be neglected by this society, and which should hot be 
omitted in this brief notice of our objects and the modes of 4beir ac- 
eoinplkhment. I mean tin Agricultural Paper, The importance of 
sustaining such a paper within our own State, one devoted to infor* 
nation best adapted to our situation, cannot be too highly appreciated ; 
and the nadimg of such a paper wiil save to our farmers many long 
days of unnecessary labor. It will be a source of profitable instruc- 
tion, %hten their toils and improve their minds, giving them the ex- 
perience of others and the results of science and skill, well ealcula^ 
ted to promote their prosperity. 

It is apparent that much, and perhaps all I have-advanced, is com- 
mon jdace. I have cursorily glanced at some of the main objects of 
this association, and the mean^ proposed for their accomplishment, 
asid ask your mdulgence while treating, in a desultory manner, upon 
agriculture as an employment and its importance. It requires no 
acute observation to determine its importance to our State, peculi* 
arly ads^ted ba is its soil and climate to the production of the staple 
grains; and upon this subject I may be permitted to introduce the 
Mlowing extract from an article in Hunt's Merchants' Magazine for 
November, 1848: 

' ^'Michigan is considered to possess great advantages as an agri- 
'SBultural State. The climateis a favorable one, as the extremes of 
*<teii^rature between winter and summer are not so great as m 
''maiij of iheSMes fiurther east of the same latitude* This is attri- 
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';b\ited to tlie large bodies of water, which niodify the raojjpe of th« 
* 'thermometer. The winter lasts from three to four months, dutiog 
*<i9rhich period the ground is mostly covered with snow to the depih 
*loi one or two feet. The ground is fit for the plough about the 20.th 
*'of Marchx.and. often much earlier. About harvest, in July, there is 
*% period of sevigrai weeks, during which rain scarcely ever falls: a 
'^great advantage to the wheat-grower, as he is thus enabled to gather 
''his erop with less labor, and free from rust. The soil isalso thpug^t 
'Ho possess some peculiarities which adds to its fitness — ^its extreme 
''depths — the deposite in some instances being one hundred feetyoand 
'^loose gravelly texture, allows of copious absorption, retention and 
"per€oIati<m ot rain-water, thus providing for abundance of is^ringi, 
**and persc^itting a wide range for the roots and plants. It becomes 
'^alsQ easy of tillage, and is less susceptible of drought. As lime is 
'*a^ constituent part, and there is a good proportion of the salts re* 
"quired, it is again well adapted to the culture of wheat. The tim- 
**ber^,regiQns especially are easily cleared, and become very pro^ 
"ductive, yielding fi;om twenty to forty bushels per acre. The pjro- 
**^ess of the wheat crop in Michigan, where this crop is beconaong 
"more andiaor|& a staple, is encouraging. The same apprehensions, 
*'to yihxeh we have referred in the account of other states adjoining, 
* 'existed as to winter-kiljing; but as the season advanced, those fore- 
"bodings were gradually dissipated. The average yield per acre is 
'.'estimated, to have been at least twenty bushels." 

It will be seen that the writer of this article states the average 
crop of wheat at twenty bushels per acre. You will agree with me 
that this estimate is too low. My observation has satisfied me that a 
well tilled field c^ grain ]^d will produce, on the average, at ].east 
thirty, bushejs of prime wheat per acre, frequently running as high 
as forty-five bushels, and that the opening lapds, when well tilled, 
are equally productive with the timbered lands of the state. 

Kot only is our soil well calculated for the raising of grain, but it 
t^ill be found that no state in the Union is better adapted to wpd- 
grow^ <md grazing than our^. Experience will soon demonstrate 
the tru^ of this to the satisfaction of all. 

Michigan is rich in its fisheries — in mines of copper, iron and coal 
-^t abounds in salt, plaster, marl and lime. In its forests are found 
immewe resources of wealth. Pine lumber, black walnut and cher- 
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vy««-ata^eit and heading, are and will continue to be staples of a- 
port. 

It b almost surrounded with navigable waters— and across its in - 
terior are extending railroads upon which our produce will tind its 
way to a market. Still, many portions of our state, and many of our 
clioicest agricultural lands have not yet been subdued by the axe and 
the plough. To develope our resources it is necessary that our land 
shbuld be tilled. That object can be accomplished in no surer or 
more speedy manner than by raising the ngrieultural reputation of 
our state. There is none, or but very little waste land in our Penin- 
sula. We have room for many thousands of the hardy pioneers who 
are yearly wending their way westward, and every consideration of 
public policy dictates the propriety of the encouragement of agricul- 
ture in a state situated like ours. True, we anticipate with certainty 
the time when our mines will be worked by a numerous population, 
^hen manufactories will be erected within our borders, whose pro- 
ducts will rival those of older states — when our commerce will vie 
with that of any other upon the inland seas; yet we must despair of 
ultimate and complete success without agricultural improvement, and 
a more extended settlement of our territory by the industrious form- 
er. To that pursuit must we look, as the rook upon which to be 
erected the edifice of our permanent prosperity. 

The importance, politically, socially and morally considered, df 
agriculture is well worthy of a passing notifce. A nation of fiirmers 
can never be enslaved — a community engaged in tilling the sOil offer 
no inducements to the invader. It is in the crowded tnarts of com- 
merce — the close confines of manufacturing districts — the motely as- 
sembly of every grade and class of human beings tirithin the walls 
of a populous city, that treason is engendered and crime stalks 
abroadv Those crowded sinks of vice are but the hot beds upon which 
spring up with rank luxuriance and grow into unnatural magnitude 
every vice which afflicts the human race. Wealth is there distribu- 
ted with an unequal hand. The lordly owner of a palace and of un- 
told wealth, riot in luxury and indolence by the side of (he tenant of 
a miserable hovel, whose life is spent in a struggle agaitist poverty, 
destitution, want and disease. There, tyranny may rear its horrid 
front, and the dungeon and the Bcaffold be its necessary attendants 
for the enforcement of its laws. Virtue hat there a sickly growth^ 
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^od ^tmid alt (iie temptations incident to an atmospheie poisoned Iff 
the breath of the licentious^ the profligate mid the yicioiiB» it may 
seldom be fonnd to pursue its way unmolested, or to come out of the 
tiery ordeal unscathed. Amid all the various incitements and allure- 
loents to sin and crime, religion is forgotten, or if remembered and 
respected, it is by comparatively few, and needs the fostering eareof 
government to prevent its extinction. Perchance there may be tome 
praise- worthy exceptions to this general rule, but in the main it will 
be found that the greatest despotism, the most vice and misery, and 
the least virtue and religion, are to be found in commumties the least 
agricultural. On the other hand, 

" : The fall of Kings. 

The rage of nations, and the crush of states, 

Move not the man, who, from the worM escaped. 

In bU}! retreats and jflowery solitudes. 

To nature's Voice attends from month to month. 

And day to day, through the revolving year; 

Admiring, sees her in her every shape; 

Feels all her sweet emotions at his heart; 

Takes what she liberal gives, nor thinks of more.*' 

S^ngaged in the cultivation of the soil, and the cares attendant upon 
carrying on a farm, the husbandman avoids the contagion of evil 
examples. Comm mities rise with the early dawn» and retire to rept 
as the shades of evening fall upon the landscape. There is no temp- 
tation to stray from the paths of virtue, and at the sound of the 
church -going bell on a Sabbath morn, they may be seen congrega- 
ted together in the sincerity of adoration to that God whose rain falls 
alike upon the just and the uujust, who regulates Uie seasons, and 
rewards the toils of the husbandman. 

The lovers of their country, for their country's sake, when dan- 
ger threatens our institutions from without, or turbulence reigns with- 
in, we can rely upon the aid of such a community to resist every en- 
croachment, and ward off every impending danger. Virtue, intelli- 
gence, and that religion which is disconnected with gorgeous pomp 
£ind show, animates and inspires them to be jealous of their privi- 
leges, and ready to defend, if needs be, their homes, rendered doubly 
dear by their position, independent, as it must ever comparatively 
jbe, of all the world beside. 

In thus lUtiibuting to agricukure a degree of importance beyond 
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that which attacHies to other industiinl pursuits, let me not be under- 
stood as detracting ^m th^ rolalire merits of anj. 

The learned professions, as they are called, are necessary to our 
ii^rbvemeht, comfort, and it may be to our happiness and existence 
in a highly civilized state; but of all such it may be said, in an emi- 
nent degree, that they are, in the main, either necessary evils arising 
from the condition of man, or tend simply to beautify and refine so- 
ciety. The mechanic arts are the natural and necessary auxilliaries 
of agriculture, and are indispensable to the advancement of civiliza- 
tion. From a low grade in the scale of society, the mechanic has 
arisen to a position equal to that which belongs to any other occupa- 
tion, and justly so, for the lights of science have rendered Ima, not 
a mere machine to operate by prescribed rules, but the originator or 
inventor, or improver of all that is useful, and most that is ornamen- 
tal in life. All trades, pursuits and occupations go to form the great 
whole of human society, and are so interwoven eftch with the other, 
that its frame-work would be weakened by the absence of any. It 
is not too much, however, to say, that the base of the whole super- 
structure is agriculture. In that pursuit must a large majority of 
our citizens be engaged, and to that, mainly, must we look for the 
permanent prosperity of our country. To that as the principal pro- 
ducing branch of industry and the real source of wealth, does the 
artisan, the merchant, the mariner and the professional man look for 
the compe'nsation of his labors within his own sphere of action, and 
without it, we might in vain hope to avoid the miseries attendant up- 
on a total destitution of all the necessaries of life. 

As it is the most useful, so is it the most honorable — as an occupa- 
tion of any that may be found within the range of human ambition. 
It has been said, **it is the most universal as well as the most ancient 
of arts, and requires the greater number of operators.*' 

From the days of Adam until the present tame it has been the 
chief source of wealth, and the principal means of existence to man. 
Other sources of wealth have indeed for a time added splendor to 
an empire, but like the glitter of Spanish prosperity, during the days 
of its transmarine conquests, and its acquisition of untold gold and 
boundless dominion, they have but dazzled to deceive. The prospe- 
rity of every nation which had not its foundation in the deep upturn- 
ing of the furrow, and the careful culture of the i^, haa b^n evan- 
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escent aftd (raii&itj»ry, and bma tended to weaibA iHtd ealMile tb* 
people w^o lia^e beea led to d^q^MAtba arts of i^otdtare. Tli« 
pastoral dtn^kity of patriaTclKii days has gt7eIlplac^ to tbe#a!exiAi 
of EQodera husbandry. Tbe rade imfubi^QBts of ike anmiiM ha^t 
been thrown aside for ^ mamtfac^iitres of sMHed ari»aQ8.of oar ow& 
day. Thi} disoovwies In gfeology, chemistry and^natund phileKqrikyft 
have lig^htened the labor, while they have added^dignity asd {deasme 
to an employ meoit which in ruder tiines was one but Httk remored 
from that of the alare. The very formation of the globe we inhabit^ 
our own physical orgamzalion, the neeessityof f(^od to our exiatenee, 
the peculiar nature and productiTe resuits of the labor of the &rm* 
er, show coticlustTely to the refle^stbg mind, that no other oceupation 
is so imperatively necessary, or so likely to conduce tahealth, long 
life and permanent .prosperity. 

In no age and no country have agncultural pursints been deem* 
ed of a secondary order, save in those where at the same time exist- 
ed in one form or^other, arbitrary power. 

We are too apt to laud the days of chirah-y, and to attribute to 
the men of those times who were engaged in the profes$ioD of arms, 
all the virtues, without any of the vices of overages. But the rule 
of the strong, and not the law of right there prevailed, and unsup;- 
ported and unsustained by< an intelligent race of agricultural UAen, 
despising as menial and eondemniug'to ignorance and servitude the 
tiliei-s of the soil, the go^'ernments of those ages couM not withstand 
the scrutiny, or resist the struggles of those they oppressed, and &ey 
are now numbered among the things ^at have been. In ^lose gov*^ 
ernments whei-e now exists the greatest despotism, whether in the 
hands of an autocrat or an aristocracy, it will be found that the la- 
bors of the plowman and the artisan are conisidered the mo«t snrvile, 
and whenever the time aiTives that intelligence and a ftill apprecia- 
tion of their relative strength and present condition prevails am<iDg 
them, they will shakfe off the yoke of the oppressor, and the paUces 
ef nobles and the thrones of kings, will disappear bc&re the hresisii- 
ble progress of truth, and the immutable laws of natural right. Man 
will stand up in his native dignity, and the toiosi aneieut and honora^ 
bJe of all professions be rdeoguized as the one best adi^ited to his 
wants and capacities. Too mueh importaaee has hBm attftthed^ and 
loo milttb i^outparative respectability haa beau attfibutedteOni^e avte 
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ioLve turned from tlie employnf^nt most adapted bj nature to our va- 
ried necessities^ to seek for standing and character in other and less 
really honorable oecupadens. Upon, this subject there has been a 
morbid public sentiment which has led even some of oiir very best 
Primers to endeavor to push: their sons into oth^r spheres in life, and 
mto professions to which they are ill adapted. This is an evil, and 'm 
owing in a great measure to the fact that too many of our farmers 
are mere mechanical and not seientific ones. Those men who, devo- 
ting themselves to the study of agrieuUure as a science, have done 
so much to perfect and simplify the culture of the soil, areas yet com- 
paratively few, and have not found means to enlighten the entire 
community of fieirmers. 

The work is still in the incipient stages of ics progress, and there 
are many to be found who, pursuing their vocation simply from the 
light of their own practical experience believe that it is one in 
which can be found little of the enjoyment and much of the drudg- 
ery of life. In their laudable anxiety to improve the condition of 
their famthes, they are induced to send their sons and daughters 
abroad, to seek other alliances than those of the farmer and other 
employments than those incident to a farm. 

it is<me of t)ie principal objects of a society like this, to- eradicate 
from tho public mind, to however slight an extent it may exist, im- 
pressions like these, and to give a higher and mere elevated tone of 
sentiment upon this subject, not only to the public generally, but es- 
pecially to those more directly interested in the result. 

Indeed the evil is aJready to a considerable exjtent remedied, and 
many now €ings^ed in agricultural puxBuits, appreciate the truth of 
the position, that of all the occupations which man is left at liberty to 
lollow, none adds moredignity to the huinan character, more expands 
the mind, elevates moral sentiment, infitsesa reverence for religion, 
enlarges the sphare of human usefulness,, improves the physical en- 
ergies of our nature, and gives permanency and stability to free in- 
stitutions, than this. 

It might, indeed seem strange that an empjoyiueiit readored ne- 
cessary by the very kiws of our nature, to our existent, shoidd 
in any age hare been considered sarile, and ckarly it cannot be 
Ko considered when riewed in its, true light. Existisf na it hm 
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woce the world l>0gftn» it hasjn maay eountries been looke4 upon m 
one of mm** noblest voci^tbas. The aaeienjL Bomans, in the pal- 
my days of their nspublic, lauded and venerated the husbandman. 
In Chii^ in Egypt,. in Carthage and in Greece, husbandry was held 
inhighestimition. It is perhaps, undeniable, that the permanent 
prosperity and immense resources of Great Britain had their foun^ 
dation in a distant age, when the pursuits of agriculture were in- 
troduced and fostered by the Normans, and in its continued support 
in after years* As an evidence of their early attention to the 
growth of wool, it is asserted that the Spanish or merino sheep were 
originally 'derived irom England. A national board of agriculture 
was established^ of which it was said: "It made farmers residing in 
diEerent parts of the kingdom acquainted with one another, and 
caused a ri^id dissemination of knowledge amongst the whole 
profession. The art of agriculture was brougbt into fashion, old 
practices were amended, new ones introduced, and a degree of exer- 
tion called forth heretofore unexampled among agriculturists in this 
island.'' 

In our own counU*y the effects of agriculture in the improvciwnt 
of our territory and the developement of our resources, Is every 
where apparent. To it the north-western States owe their unpre- 
cedented growth and prosperity — and it is a fact well worthy of note, 
that.the farmers of Michigan, in one year, by active exerUons in pat- 
ting in wheat, changed the balance of trade in our favor to the 
amount of two millions of dollars. 

I allude to the close of the speculating era within our recollection, 
which threatened to overturn the regular business of life. The in- 
terior of our State had been rapidly filling witli an enterprising pop- 
ulation, and the increase was so great that we were obliged to im- 
port, in breadstii& alone, to the amount of about a million dollars. 
The result of one year's good husbandry, changed this to an export 
the subsequent year of the same amount of surplus in the article oi* 
wheat alone. This was after the illusion of a speculating mania had 
passed away, leaving in too many cases, despondency and ruin in 
ite tr£un, and men, restored to their sober reason, changed their hab- 
its of speculation to die more digmfied occi^atioD of following, the 
plough. 

Th^e is, in the ezperienoe of thpse very times, a les^n which 
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should not go unliceded, and which should teach us that the greatest 
safety to nations, cotnmunities and individuals lies in folloiriiig those 
more regular and legitimate pursuits to which the fiuger of Provi- 
dence seems to point us with unerring certainty. Of this great 
tnith the wrecks of fortunes and of hopes, instances of which arc 
familiar to us all, arc sufficient to prevent the supposition, that with^ 
in our day and generation the sad example will be forgottiML The 
gains of honest industry will accumulate and endure, while those 
of mere speculation will leave their possessor the more wretched 
from the contrast, when his illusive fantasy shull have passed away. 

Strange then, indeed, that man should be led to despise the pur- 
suit which, of all others, seems best adapted to his wants, his com- 
forts and enjoyments. When the husbandman's head is laid upon 
his pillow, his slumbers are soothed with the reflection that the God 
of nature, during the hours of repose, is directing his crops toward 
that fullness of maturity which will prepare them for the harvest* 
When he surveys bis broad fields of grain, his luxuriant meadows, 
his thriving stock, the orchard of his own planting, nursed and tend- 
ed by his own hand, groaning beneath its superabundant weight of 
fruit pleasing to the eye and tempting to the taste, what feeling of 
pride, what glow of pleasure, what aspirations to Him whose boun- 
teous hand has regulated the seasons, arise in his bosom — and who 
of all this busy world, in whatever sphere of life, can find in his 
heart any but feelings of admiration for that occupation which con- 
fers such blessings as these upon its devotees. 

Look for a moment at the domestic circle of the husbandman. 
There are no pale, sickly looking children, whose every breath 
through life ha 3 been tainted by the contagion arising from the con- 
fined walls and heated ani illy ventilated rooms of a populous city, 
but tlic rosy hue of health has added bloom to the cheeks of that 
young fiamily, and all the physical energies of all their nature are 
maturing under the bright canopy of heaven and the pure air of a 
country life. But this is not all— ^ther and more beautifying arts 
have adorned his dwelling and adjacent grounds. The poetry Of 
pastoral life, the refinement of improved and cultivated minds are 
there. The hand of the fairer portion of our race is visible in the 
order and sjmetry with which etch flower and shHtb are disposed to 
please the eye and gratify the taste. The handmaids of agriculture 
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Iiorliculturc and floriculture arc superintended artd perfected by those 
wilhout whose smiles the garden of the world would indeed be but a 
desert waste. The wife and mother, not forgetting the due execu- 
tion of her daily round of household- cares — not neglecting the spin- 
ning wheel or weaving loom, yet with the assistance of a daughter, 
perchance just budding into womanhood, whose mind has been freely 
stored with scientific and practical knowledge of botany and iLs 
auxiliaries, adds beauty to the landscape, and comfort and elegance 
to the residence of the husbandman. 

What more tends to captivate and enchain the imagination, and 
excite the admiration of the traveller, than the luxuriant gardens,* 
the splendid display of shrubs and flowers, the gravelled walks, the. 
neatly trimmed bordei*s, the graceful, slope of the compact lawn, thi', 
soothinfr shade of vines and ornamental trees, amonir whose branches 
the lark sings at early dawn, and retires to rest at eventide, which 
are to be seen wherever a cultivated female taste has been 
displayed in adding something of the poetry to much of the. 
reality of a farmer's life. And if perchance, in scenes like this, a 
youthful follower of Ceres, of good expectations and unblemished 
character, were to find favor in the eyes of the handmaid of Flora, 
tlie bright hopes of a cloudless future would transport their minds, 
nnd 

« What ihon wouM be the world to the*, 

ItApomf^, Its pleasure, and its nonsensd all, 

Wbo in. each other cliwip whatever fair 

High fancy forms, and lavish hearts can wish V* 

Uelikc the devotee of fashion in a crowded town, the farmer's 
daughters are blessed with liealth, contentment and peace; and to 
them, almost as mneh as to their husbands and lovers, are wc to 
look for aid in placing agriculture upon that eminence to which it 
is destined to rise. May the fair daughters of our State seek no 
brighter wreath than that which will be awarded them, and to which 
they will be justly eMitled, by the exhibition of their exquisite skill, 
taste and refinement, in the delightful and invigorating employmenj.s 
of horticulture and floriculture. 

The periodical return of the seasons, brings to the farmer, each 
its peeuiiar round of duty, of labor andof leisure. In seed-time h(t 
k provident of ev^y moment, vreW knowing that only he who sow* 
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can reap. But there are many porticos of the year wben ibere t9 
ample leisure for mental improvement and cuIUTation, when the in- 
telligence obtained through the press, ami the developments of 
science, will come in aid of the practical knowledge obtained npoq 
the farm, when the whole range of literature and the arts will bc^ 
open for his study and amusement, and the refinement of society, of 
reading, and of mental discipline will give ornament and polish to 
the knowledge acquired by experience and contact with the world. 

Perhaps there is no position better adapted than this, in the ijiteri 
vals of business, to the improvement of the man of a refined literary 
. taste, or in which men may become more thoroughly versed in tfa^ 
wide ra,nge of general literature; and surely, there is none whici\ 
tends more efifectually to elevate and refine the mind, to lift the soul 
from the contemplation of tlie scenes of nature; of the broad plain, 
tJie gentle rill, the forest depth, and the luxuriant harvest, up to the 
Author of all. Proud may he be, whose days are passed in scenes 
like these; whose conscience is harrowed up by no feeling of regret 
at the evil deeds of an ill spent life. 

We are apt to look upon the monuments of art, the glitter of 
wealth, the splendors of architecture, and the varied and ever-va- 
rying scenes of this world's bustle, without understanding what hai< 
given an existence to the one, or is the main spring of action to the 
other. The sea isg^whitened with the sails of our vessels richly 
freighted for foreign climea, our commerce is as extended as earth's 
remotest limits; and our merchant princes, and our manufacturers 
are amassing wealth with each new enterprize, «nd from each new in- 
vestment. Every wind that blows brings home the product of other 
regions, or bears away the froits of the labor, or the produce of the 
soil of our country. Who cannot perceive, tbativithocit agriculture, 
the efforts of the manufacturer, the mariner and the merchant would 
be utterly in vain. It is the hxisbandman who furnishes them the 
products of the earth for manufiachire and for exportation, who fur- 
nishes the means of sustaining life itself, and who takes in return the 
products of their skill, or the merchandize of a distant market. 

The modest spire of the village, the dwelling of the mechanic, the 
merchant and the professional man, the places of business or amuse- 
ment, the public buildings, the roads and bridges, the rmlroads and 
Iboroughfiires of our country, by whom are they erected and sustain-v 
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«d? AD these are but the fruits of the agricultTirist, the produaft 
and without his industry hoTr signally would all others fail of sup- 
port. It is he who has brought all the improvements of oar State 
to their present heighth, whose wheat has built mills, churches and 
villages, whose enterprize has opened avenues to markets, whose pro- 
duce sustains them, giving life and energy to every pursuit, and ma- 
king "the wilderness to bud and blosEom as the rose." 

Were it not for this chief source and fountain-head of our nation's 
wealth, no flourishing cities would have arisen within our borders; 
no splendid steamers would grace the broad waters of our inland 
seas, or our mighty rivers; the steam engine with its long train of 
freight cars would never have traversed the iron road across our pe- 
ninsula. The only settlements within our own immediate borders, 
would have been upon the margin of the lakes, and our only popu- 
lation be confined to a military station, or perchance a small fishing 
or fur trading establishment. 

Instead of the busy hum of industry, even now surrounding the 
Capital of Michigan, the iool of no white man would have as yet 
ventured to intrude upon the solitudes of the dark forest, which, less 
than two years since, held silent and undisputed sway upon the very 
spot where we are now assembled. This is not fancy. It is the 
conclusion irresistably to be drawn from the experience of the past, 
and nothing is more true, than that without agriculture, man wouki 
be but as the savage of the wilderness, living in eaves, or rode huts, 
seeking for his food but the natural products of the earth or of the 
animal kingdom. Yet, by this most ancient and honorable art, he 
is raised to a heighth of civilization, of mental and moral refinement, 
of social enjoyment, of luxury and 43ase, of which he is justly proud, 
but the great cause oi which is too often forgotten, or if remembered, 
it is but to be despised. 

This should not be, but giving to every other industrial pursuit (and 
all are necessary to our well-being,) its due meed of praise, it should 
ever be borne in mind^ that for the institutions under which we 
live, for the advantages, civil and religious, that we enjoy, for 
the prosperity of our ccmntry at large, for our faeilkies of mtcr- 
course, our sohoolsyoar beneroknt institutions, our towns, our 
citieSf <iiir comoM^e, $xA oar all of sooial and poUdeal adranoe* 
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m^nt, we are mainly iodebted to the agrieuIturHl pursuits of tbff 
Union. 

Believing thie, if we desire to perpetuate for the benefit of those 
who are to succeed us, the blessings we enjoy, to erect for ourselves 
and for after ages, the most enduring superstructure of a free gov- 
ernment, beneficent laws and institutions, let us unite, one and all, in 
fostering, encouraging and promoting by every means in our power, 
the improvement of our system of agriculture, knowing that upon 
that for its base, and upon that alone, can our superstructure securely 
rest. 
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AN ACT tx) incorporate tlie Michigan State x\gricultural Society, ^ 

Sec. 1. Beit enaded by the Senate and Home of Bepresentadvee of 
the State af Michiffan, That all persons who now are, or who may 
liereafter become associated for the purposes of this act, are hereby 
constituted a body corporate by the name of the " Michigan State 
Agricultural Society/' for the purpose of promoting the improve- 
ment of agriculture, and its kindred arts. 

Sec. 2. For the purposes aforesaid, the society shall possess the 
general powers and privileges, and be subject to the general liabilities 
contained in chapter 55, title 10 of the revised statutes of 1846, so 
far as the same may be applicable and have not been modified or re- 
pealed; but the real and personal estate which the said society shall 
be authorized to take, hold, and coevey, over and above its scientific 
and agricultural collections, shall not, at any time, exceed in amaunt 
the value of twenty thousand dollai*s. 

Sec, 3. It shall be the duty of the Michigan State Agricultural 
Society to ti-ansmit to the President of the Senate, for the use of the 
Legislature, in the month of January, annilally, a report and state^ 
ment of its proceedings, specifying the nature of the enconragemenf 
proposed by it, and the object for which, and persons to whom pre- 
miums have been awarded; embracing also such accurate details ot* 
the modes of cultivation, of keeping stock, and of other important 
incidents, as will acquaint farmers and others with the precise man- 
ner in which the valuable results recorded can be again obtained; and 
presenting such other matter as the society may judge most useful 
in promoting a greater and more general progress in practical agricul- 
ture. 

Sec. 4. This act shall take effect immediately. 

Approved April 2, 1849. 
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AN ACT in aid of the Michigan State Agricultural Society. 
Section 1. Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Eepresentativi9 
\p/ the State of Michigan, That when the Treasurer of the Michigan 
IState Agricultural Society shall make and subscribe an affidavit of 
'the fact that such society has raised the sum of four hundred dol- 
lars by voluntary subscriptions, orby fees for memberships, and shall 
present the same to the Auditor General, it «hall be the duty of the 
Auditor General to draw his warrant on the Treasurer, for a like 
sum of four hundred dollars, to be paid to the said Treasurer of the 
Michigan State Agricultural Society, at least ten days prior to ihe 
time which shall be appointed for the first annual meeting and fair 
of said society, and t like appropriation is hereby made to be paid 
in like manner and upon the same conditions, during each year for a 
term of five years, including the year now present. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of such officer^ of the Michigan Stale 
Agricultural Society, as it may elect for that purpose, annually to 
regulate and award premiums on such articles, productions and im- 
provements as they may deem best calculated to promote the agri- 
cultural and household manufacturing intereijts of the State, having 
s|)ecial reference to the most economical or profitable mode of com- 
petition in raising the crop or stock, or in the fabrication of the arti- 
cle offered: Provided attoQySy That before any premium shall be de- 
livered, th^ person claiming the same, or to whom the same shall be 
awarded, shall deliver to the President of the society, in \vriting, an 
accurate statement and description verified in such manner as the 
officers aforesaid may direct, of the character of the soil, and the 
process of preparing it, including the quantity of manure applied ia 
raising the crop, or the kind and quantity of food in feeding the an- 
imal, as the case may be; also, the kind and cost of labor employed, 
and the total expense and total product of thie erop, or the increase 
in value of the tmima), with a view of showitig accurately, the re> 
•uldng profit. 

8ec 3. This act tliall take 'effeoiiBimediatelj. 

Approved March 31, 1849. 
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Report of the Executive Committee. 



To the President of the Senate: 

In compliance with the requirements of Article eight of the Con- 
stitution of the Michigan State Agricultural Society, the Executive 
Committee herewith transmit, for the use of the Legislature, a report 
of the transactions of the Society for the year 1849. 

This being the first year of the organization, the Executive Com- 
mittee have labored under great disadvantages; for at the time of their 
meeting in May last to make arrangements for a Fair, the Society 
had no funds, and but eighty-five members; and at that time, the pros- 
pect of raising a sufficient amount of fbnds in season to secure the 
amount ($400 00) appropriated by -the State, upon certain conditions, 
appeared exceedingly dubious. However, not having the fear of 
poverty before their eyes, the committee resolved to hold a Fair on 
the 25th, 26th and 27th days of September; and appropriated the 
sum of one thousand dollars, to be paid in premiums to the exhibitors 
of the best articles at the Fair. • 

They also resolved to hold the Fair at Detroit, provided the citizens 
would raise the sum of five hundred dollars for the purpose of de* 
fraying the local expenses. To this call the citizens of Detroit 
cheerfully responded; and, as the report of the Treasurer will show, 
the amount raised by them exceeded the amount called for by the 
committee. Yet, in consequence of the interest manifested by the 
friends of the Society, the committee were obliged to make much 
more extensive arrangements for the accommodation of the Fair than 
was at first anticipated; therefore the amount raised by the citizen^ 
of Detroit fell short of the necessary local expenses. The balance 
was drawn from the treaasury of the Society, which at the close of 
the Fair was found to be amply sufficient to meet all its liabilities. 

The committee would also state that, in consequence of people 
5 
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gemnilly not uuderitanditig fully the necMsitjr of giTing ftill states 
menu of dio stock or other erticles exhibited by them et the Fair^ 
the reports of the EzsmiBiBg Committees are ftot so full as we^hope 
and trust they will be the comiDg year. 



of Bulls was 


28 


Cows, 


32 


Calves, 


19 


Working Oxen, 


1 yoke. 


Fat Cattle, 


1 yoke^ 


Stallions, 


85 


Breeding Mares^ 


20 


Geldings aiid matched Horses, 


80 


SoTeral Colts, 




Sheep, 


20 


Swine, 


4 


Goats, Mule% Poneys and Dogs, 5 


Fowls, 




Farm Implementt, 




Plowing Match, 




Butter, 




oheese. 




Bread, 




Honey, 




Sugar, 




Domestic Manufactures, 


22 


Needle, Shell and Wax Work, 




Fine Art% 




Apples, 


17 


Pears, 




Peaches, 


10 


Nectarines, 




Plumbs, 




Quinces, 




Grapes, 


11 


Flowers, 


15 


Vegetables, 


34 
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The number of entries of Field Crops, 34 

Miscellaneous articles, 85 

For the Executive Committee, 

J. C. HOLMES, 

Sfec'y At S. Ag. 80c. 
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Proceedings of thV Executive Meeting, May 22d, 

1849. 



Meeting of the Executive Committee at Detroit, May 22d, 1849, 
at 10 o'clock, A. M, 

Present — The President, His Excellency Gov. Ransom, Dort, 
Redfield, Gibbons, Thomas, Hubbard. Mr. Hubbard was appointed 
Secretary pro tern, in the absence of the Recording Secretary. 

Resolved^ That a committee of two be appointed to correspond 
with the directors of the rail road companies, to ascertain on what 
terms persons, and produce intended for exhibition, may be trans- 
ported to and from the place of the Annual Fair of the Sodety. 

Messrs. Redfield and Hubbard were appointed such eommittee. 

Adjourned to 7J o'clock, P. M. 

7Jo^ck)ck^P. M. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present — The President, His Excellency Gov. Ransom, Dort^ 
Gibbons, Redfield, Thomas, Hubbard, Holmes. 

Resolved, That the Society's first Annual Fair be held on Tues* 
day, Wednesday and Thursday, the 25th, 26th and 27th of Septem- 
ber, 1849. 

Resolved, That the Committee appropriate the sum of one thou- 
sand dollars, to be awarded as premiums at the Fair to be held on the 
25th, 26th and 27th September. 

Resolved^ That the Society's Fair for 1849 be held in the city of 
Detroit, provided the Committee receive sufficient assurance that the 
local expenses of said Fair will be paid by the citizens of Detroit. If 
not, then at such place on the line of the Michigan Central Rail Road 
as will raise a sum sufficient to defray said expenses; not to exceed 
five hundred dollars. 
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Messrs. Redfield, Dort and Thomas were appointed a/^mmittee 
to report a premium list for the Annual Fair to be held in September 
next. 

The President, Gibbons and Hubbard w^re appointed a committee 
lo report a list of Judges for the first Annual Fair. 

£ela Hubbard, Esq., was, in aecordance with the last clause of sec- 
tion 6 of the Constitution, appointed Chairman pro tem. of the Exec- 
utive Committee. 

Resolved, That the Chairman and Recording Secretary be author- 
ized to make all contracts for the use of grounds, for the use or pur- 
chase of lumber, for the erection of fences and buildings, and to do 
and perform all other acts required to be done, preparatory to the 
Annual Fair, to be held in September next 

Mr. Kedfield, from the Committee appointed to correspond with 
the Superintendents of the several rail roads, reported: That they 
had attended to that duty, and Mr. Brooks, of the Central rail road, 
will take stock and articles intended for exhibition to and from the 
Annual Fair, to be held next September, at one quarter the usual 
charge. And persons attending the Fair will be taken at one half 
the usual rates. The Superintendent of the Pontiap rail road did not 
give a decided answer, but would be liberal in his charges. 

LIST OF PREMIUMS, 
To be awarded at the first Fair of the Michigan State Agricultural 
Society, to be held at on the 25th, 2ath and 27th days of Sep- 
tember, 1849: 

PREMIUM ON CATTLE. 

Best Durham Bull, 2 years old and over, $10 

^copd do do do o 

Best Devan do do 10 

Second do do do .5 

Best Native do do 10 

Second do do do 5 

Best do do without distinction of breed except 

those above named, 10 

Second do do do do 7 

Third do do do do 4 
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Best IDIch Cow, #8 

Second do & 

Third do 3 

Whfkhig OxcHw 

Beat Yoke of Working Oxen, 1 

Second do do do 6 

Third do do do 8 

Fat Cattle, 

Best four year old or upwards^ 10 

Second do do 7 

Third do do 4 
Applicants for premiums on fat catde must furnish particular state- 
ments of the manner of feeding, and kind, quality and cost of food, 
and all the expenses connected with the fattening. 

Fed on ka^ or grase alone^ (after one year old,) 



Best four year oU, 


910 


Second do 


7 


Third do 


4 


HOESKS. 




For all Work. 




Best Stallion over four years old. 


15 


Second do do 


10 


Third do do 


5 


Draught Horses. 




Best Stallion over four years old. 


'-- 10 


Second do do 


• 7 


Third do do 


4 


Breeding Mares. 




Best hrood Mare four years old and upwards. 


10 


Second do do 


7 


Third do do 


4 


Three year old Colts. 




Best three year old Colt, 


10 


Second do do 


7 


Third do do 


4 
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8HEVP. 

Long Woohd. 

Best Buek over 18 months old, t5 

80conddo do % 60 

Best pen of 5 Ewes 2 years old or orer, 10 

Second do do do 5 

Middle Woohd. 

Best Buck over 18 months old, 5 

Second do do do 2 50 

Best pen of 5 Ewes 2 years or over, 10. 

Second do do do 5 

This dass includes South Down, Norfolk, Native, dio. 
Merinos and their gradee. 

Best Buck over 18 months, . 5 

Second do do 2 50 

Best pen of 5 Ewes 2 years old or over, 10 

Seoonddo do do 5 

Indades Merinos whether pure or mixed Uood. 
Saxons and their grades. 

Best Buek over 18 months, 5 

Seeond do do 8 50 

Beet pen of 5 Ewes, 2 or over, 10 

Seeond do do 5 

Includes Saxons whether pure or mixed Uood. 

BWINK. 

Best Boar over one year old, 6 

Seeond do do do S 

Best bleeding Sow over 18 months old, 

Second do do 8 

Best lot of Pigs, not less than four and under ten months, 4 

Second do do do d^ S 

rARM iHPLteeirrs. 

Best plow for general purposesi 10 

do stiff soils, 5 

do tight sandy soil, 5 

eubsofl plow, 5 
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Best side* hill plow. 


$5 


steel plow for mucky soil. 


5 


farm wagon, 


5 


reaping machine, 


5 


mowing do 


5 


grain cradle, 


3 


horse power for general purposes. 


10 


thrashing machine 


■ 40 


clover seed hulling machine. 


8 


harrow, 


d 


. field roller, 


» 3 


corn cultivator. 


3 


wheat drill, 


3 


cultivator, 


3 


grain rake. 


3 


horse rake. 


3 


corn and turnip planters or drills. 


3 


fanning mill, 


3 


corn sheller, 


3 


straw and hay cutters, 


3 


vegetable root cutter, 


3 


portable saw-mill for farm, for wood and for farm 


1 use, 3 


churn. 


2 


cheese-press, 


2 


bee-hive, ..... 


2 


hay rigging, 


'i 


six hand rakes. 


1 


twelve corn brooms, 


1 


gate for farm purposes. 


3 


Best and most ymmeroue eeUectiptt of agriottltural implements 


maoMfactured in the State of Michigan, 


5 


Persons presenting AgrionUural Implements, or articles of Me- 


chanical ingenuity and utility, are requested to furnish the Seor^tary 


with a particular description of the article, the price, 


and the place 


where it can be had. 


. . 
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PLOWING MATCV^ 

With Horses. 

First premium, #10 

Second do 5 

With Oxen. 

First premium, . yS 

Second do 5 

BUTTER. 

Best lot of ten pounds in rolls, 5 

lot of not less than fifty pounds in tube or ^ins 5 

CHBS8B. 

Best cheese one year old and over, 5 

do under one year, 5 

BREAD. 

Best six loaves, 'i 

HONST. 

Best ten pounds, 4 
Second do .2 
The honey to be taken up without destroying the bees; i^ind of 
hive to be described. 

eVOAR. 

Best ten pounds maple sugar, $3 

Second do do . do . 2 

DOMESTIC MAlfftjyACTU9BS. 

Best pair of woolen blankets, 3 

Second do do do 2 

Best ten yards white flannel, 9 

Second do do do 2 

Best ten yards woolen cloth, 3 

Second do do do 2 

Best ten yards woolen carpet, 3 

Second do do do 2 

Best ten yards tow cloth, 3 

Second do do do ^.,, ',. 2 

Best ten yards rag carpet, 3 

Second do do do l ^ 

6 'r^^:. ."'-: ' 
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Best imir knit woolen stoekingv, fS 

Second do do do 1 

fi^et pound linen sewing thread, 11 

Second do do do 1 

NBSDLX, raSi.L AMn WAX WOBK. 

Best ornamental needle work, 2 

Ottoman cover, 3 

table cover, 2 

group of flowers, 2 

variety of worsted work, 2 

woolen shawl, 2 

worked quilt, 2 

white quilt) 2 

silk patch work quilt» 2 

silk bonnet, 2 

straw bonnet, 2 

straw hat, 2 

lace cape, 2 

ornamental shell work» 2 

specimen of wax flowers, 2 
Discretionary premiums to be awarded for articles of merit not in* 

eluded in the above list. 

PAINTINGS AND DBAWINOS. 

Best specimen of animal painting in oil t^ Michigan artist, #2 

specimen in water colors by Michigan artist, it 

specimen cattle drawing by Michigan artist, 2 

drawing of show grounds for society, 2 

FBtTITS. 

Best and greatest number of varieties of good table apples not less 

than 8 of each variety, #5 

Second do do do 3 

Best variety of table apples not less than 6, 8 

Second do do 1 
Best 6 winter varieties of table apples not less than 3 of each 

variety, 8 

Second do do do 2 
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Bait fall aeedllng apple for «U ^airpoatff, with dffCfiptiaii qf tx^ 

aad history of its origin, not less tbio 13 specimi^ ^9 ^ o^* 

Second do do do 2 
Best and greattsst number of varieties of good pear% not leas 

than three of each variety, named and labelledy 3 

Second do do ^^ ^ 

PEACHES. 

Best six varieties of peaches, not less than 3 of each, 3 

Second do do do « 2 

Best 12 peaches, 2 

Second do 1 

Best seedling variety 6 specimens, % 

Second do do 1 

PLUMS. 

Best collection, t 

Second do 2 

NSCTAftINBS« 

Best collection, 3 

Second do 3 

, APRICOTS. 

Best collection, 3 

Second do 2 

QUINCES. 

Best 12 quinces of any variety, 8 

Second do do do 2 

GRAPES. 

Best and most extensive collection of native grapes grown in 

e^n atr^ S 

Second do do do '9 

Best single variety of native grapes, 2 

3 varieties of foreign grapes grown in open air, 2 

Second do do do 1 

Best single variety, 1 

Second best single variety of native grapes, 1 

rLOWEBS. 

Best and greatest variety cut flowers, 2 
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Best and greatest variety indigenous flowers^ 
and greatest variety of dahlias, 
10 dissimilar bloonn, 
5 dissimilar roses in pots, 

collection green house plants owned by one person, 
floral design, 
round boquet, 
flat boquet, 

' VEGEtABLVe. 

6 best stalkif celery, 
3 best heads cauliflower, 

2 best heads brocoli, 

] 2 best white table turnips, 

6 best blood beets, 

<5 best parsnips, *^'""' 

li best onions, 

3 best heads cabbage, 
12 best tomatoes, 

'2 "best purple egg plants, 

12 best sweet potatoes, 

Best i peck Lima beans, 

Best bunch double parsley, 

3 best squashes. 

Largest pumpkin, 

Best and greatest variety of vegetables, 

Best variety of seedling potatoes, 

FIELD (;iLOF.e., 
Best crop wheat, not less than 2 acres, 
Second. do do do 

Best crop Indian corn, not less than 2 acree, 



Second do 
Best crop oats 
•Second do 
Best crop barley, 
Second do 
Best crop rye, 



do 



do 


do 




do 


do 




do 


do 




do 


do 




do 


do 




do 


do 
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Second best crop rye, not less than 2 acres, $^ 

Best crop potatoes, free from xott not le^s than one acre, 5 

Second do do do do ; 3 

Best crop ruta baga, net less than one acre, — lb, to the fausheli 3 

Seeond do do do do do do 2 

Best crop carrots, not less than i of an acre, 3 

Second do do do 2 

Best acre broom com, , 3 

Second do do ^ 

Best acre clover seed, 8 

Second do • do ' 2 

Best sample winter wheat not less than 1 bushel, ^ 

sample spring wheat not less than 1 bushel, 3 

sample flour not less than 1 barrel> 5 

sample corn not less than 1 bushel, 3 

sample oats not less than I bushel, ,2 

Discretionary premiums to be awasded for articles of merit not 
included in the above list 

Best essay upon the culture of wheats $10 

Best essay upon any other agricultural subject,. 10 

Persons intending to exhibit stock are requested to notify the Sec- 
retary previous to the 1st of September, that sufficient preparations 
may be made for their accommodation. Peed fbs stock will be fur- 
nished by the committee. 

The following judges were appointed for the Fair to be held the 
25th, 26th and 27th of September, 1849: 

Horses — Charles E. Stuart, Kalamazoo county; Phineas White, 
Lapeer; Waller Wright, Lenawee. 

Cattle — Lewis F. Allen, Buffalo, N. Y.; Ammon Brown, Wayne 
county, Michigan; Sunderland G. Patterson, Calhoun. 

Sheep— T. C. Peters, Buffalo, N. Y.; K. S. Bingham, Livingston 
county, Mich.; John F. Gilkey, Kalamazoo. 

Swine — Henry Y. Slay maker, Cincinnati, Ohio; 0. M. Eood, 
Lenawee county, Michigan; Linus Coon, Oakland. 

Plows and plowing — Charles P. Bush, Ingham county; Jacob* 
Summers, Macomb; Cyrus Brown, Cass. 



Digitized by 



Google 



JPWm hnplemenU—Uenrf L. Blbworth, Ltftyette, Indiana; David 
TkoropsoD, Wayne eoifBty, Mick.; Daw Cmpio^ Biwnohi. 

Domestic Memufacturei'^Johu R. Kellogg^ Allegan comty; Han- 
ry B. Wniiams, Kent; Darid GodAoy, Waahteaaw. 

Butter and Cheeee — Austin Walea, Wayne county; Lamdar 
Sackett, Monroe; Warren GUbcft, Lenavrea. 

Grain and F/our— Michael Shoemaker, Jackson county; lahn P. 
Cook, Hillsdale; A. B. Matthews, Oakland. 

FrtUts and Flowere — George Duffield, Wayne county; lamaa 
Dougall, Amherstburgh, C. W.; Joseph R. Willitms, St. Joseph. 

Vegetables^^John McKinney, Van Buren county; A. C. Stewart, 
Berrien; D. Northrup, St Clair. 

Mieceltaneoue Aritelee-^Edwln M. Gust, Livhsgston county; Ja- 
cob Beson, Berrien; John Bowne, Barry. 

Agricultural Essaye^Jchn D. Pefrce, Calhoun county; Chariea 
Noble, Monroe; Charles A. Loomls, St Clair. 
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Proceedings at the Finit Annual Fair. 



ARTICLES EXHIBITEa 




CATTUE. 


T. 8. Spraguo, Detroit, 


Native Bull and HeUer. 


Ambrose Burr, Plymouth, 


** do 


p. V. Smith, Coldwater, 


Devon do 


H. B. Perry, Grand Blane, 


•* do 


G. Zufelt, Richfield, 


" do 


S. 8. Hart, China, 


Durham do 


Ira Phillips, Armada, 


^ do 


Harvey Seeley, Pontiac, 


« do 


O. B. Blackmar, Mowsow, 


Devon do 



E. N. Davenport, Saginaw, 1 four years old, and 1 two years old 

Durham Bun. 
Chas. C. Fitzhugh, •• 1 « do 

Wirt Dexter, Dexter, I four and 1 two years did Durham BuHs. 
Charles Dickey, Marshall, Durham dc Holdemess BulL 
John Thomas, Oxford, Devon do 

Gannett Ramsdell, Plymouth, Durham do 

Joseph D. Baldwin, Ann Arbor, Devon do 

A. S. & L. Brooks, Novi, Native do 

James Dougall, Amberstburg, C. W^ Ayrshire do 
Isaac Askew, «« 0. W., 2 Durham do 

Col, JohnPrkoe, «* C. W., 1 Ayrshiw, 

and 1 Ayrshire and Durham do 
W. W. James, Farmington, tS «< do 

L. J. Thompson, Spring Arbor, 1 5 years old do 

Cows. 
Heman Casde, Royal Oak, partDevoUr Red Cow» 4 years old. 
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E. J. Pattarson, Plymouth, 


Durham Cow, 3 years 


old. 


F. V. Smith, Coldwaier. 


Devon «* 6 


<c 


t* 


do do 


*• Heifer, 2 


u 


ti 


Chas. Bissell, Springwells, 


Durham Cow, 5 


«( 


c& 


S. S. Hart, China, 


«< it 2 


<« 


(4 


Cyrus Fuller, Livofjia, . 


Hulf '» *» m 


<f 


<( 


O. B. Blackmar, Moscow, 


Two Heifers, 2 


K 


« 


Benj. G. Stimson, Detroit, 


Durham Cow, 4 


i( 


c< 


Asa H. Otis, Greenfield, 


4 Native Cows. 






do do 


3 Heifers, each 3 


(( 


c« 


do do 


3 do "2 


<( 


t« 


F. E. Eldred, Detroit, 


Devon Cow. 


' 




do do 


Herfordshire « 7 


(( 


cc 


B. G. Barker, Plymouth, 


Native Heifer, 3 


i* 


C( 


do do 


1 Cow, 






John Norvill, Detroit, 


1 « 8 


« 


ti 


Jas. Dougall, Amherstburg, ( 


I!. W., 3 Ayrshire" 






John Hamilton, * " • 


Heifer 2 


(1 


(C 


John Patton, Anderton, 


*' Durham Cpw, 






CoL J. Prince, Sandwich 


« 2 « Heifers, 2J 


a 


u 


M. Cochois, Hamtramck, 


Durham Cow, 5 


(( . 


If 


W. S. Driggs, Detroit, 


1 Heifer, 3 


(t 


a 


M. BircheU, Springwells, 


White Cow. 
Calves. 






Heman Castle, Royal Oak, 


Calf, 4mc 


>. IQ 


days old< 


E. J. Patterson, Plymouth, 


Durham " 






F. Y. Smith, Coldwater, 


2 Devon Calves. 






S. S. Hart, China, 


I Durham Calf, 5 mo. old 


1. 



David Thompson, Detroit, 2 Red Heifer Calves, 

Native, 6 and 16 mo. old. 
Asa H. Otis, Greenfield, 1 Heifer Calf 1 yr. ** 

F. E. Eldred, Detroit, Devon *» 

and 1 Heifer ** 1 yr. old. 

A. S. dc L. Brooks, Novi, 1 Bull Calf, Red Rover, 4i mo. '' 

do do 1 Heifer " « " 5 «* " 

B. a Barker, Plymoutbt 1 Bull '< Durhani, 6^ '« *< 
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B. G. Barker, Plymouth, 1 Heifer Calf, Darham, ^ roo. old. 

Isaac Askew, Amherstburg, C. W., 1 Durham Calf. 

John Patton, Anderton, C. W., Durham Heifer " 

J, A. Austin, Plymouth, 1 pr. twin Brindle Calves, 5^ mo. old. 

W. S. Drigg^j, Detroit, 1 Calf, 1 yr. " 

Working Oxen, 
Jacob Westfall, Plymouth, 1 yoke working Oxen, 1 1 years old. 
Luman Fuller, Milford, 1 
Gannet Ramsdell, Plymouth, 1 
Asa H. Otis, Greenfield, 1 
Chas. E. Stuart, Kalamazoo, 1 
M. Cochois, Hamlramck, 1 
J. R. Monroe, Lawrence, 1 
W. B. Ledyard, Plymouth, 1 " '* " 

Fat Cattle. 
Jacob Westfall, Plymouth, 1 yoke Fat Cattle, 4 years old. 

HORSES. 

IraPhiilips, Troy, Stallion, 3 years old, Native. 

L. H. Merritt, Niles, bay " 3 « " Grand Sultan. 

E. Z. Derbyshire, Wheatland, bay «* 3 « « Archer Boy. 
Geo. W. Doming, Milford, bay « 4 " 

Luman Fuller, Milford, *« 4 « 

F. Kies, Moscow, bay " 5 " " Young Morgan. * 
Thos. C. Sheldon, Detroit, " « 8 « ** Peacock. 
AmosHoag, Adrian, « « 12 " « Turk. 

J. C. Huntington, Cassopolis, black " 5 " " Defiance, native. 
Robert Ferguson, Almonl, Black " 7 " " Young Sampson. 
E. B. Taylor, Howell, 2 working Horses, 8 and 9 years old. 
John Allen, Plymouth, Roman Colt, 3 years old. 
A. B. Peterson, Scio, Stallion, Brag Trotter. 

do do 1 Colt, 1 year old. 

Russell Ketchum, Livonia, Stallion, 3 years old. 
Henry Bergee, Waterford, I pr. matched Horses, 5 and 6 years old. 
John Sweet, Bedford, Stallioni 2 years old, Billy Duroc. 
Joseph Hawley, Troy, black do 9 *' Paul Jones. 
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" Gold Wire. 


3 


«< Giant 


2 


M 


a 

3 

6 
3 

2 


" Young Zack, 
" Young Highlander, 
** Young Eclipse. 

•( 

« Florazelle. 


7 


(( 


6 


« Cherokee. 


5 


" Oakland. 


10 


" Ivenhoe* 



F. H. Stevens, Detroit, 1 pr. bay Gri^ing^ 5 mid 6 yam oU. 

Joseph Tireman, Greenfield, draft Horse. 

John L. Brownell, Farmington, bay Stallion, 7 years old, Jim Hickory. 

John Leonard, Greenfield, " 

Asa Otis, do " " 

do do Colt 

Heman Castle, Royal Oak, Gelding, 
George Chamberlain, Redford, Stallion, 

B. D. Brown, Detroit; '* 
II. F. W. Putman, Detroit, Colt, 
Lewis Stick ney, Bloomfield, gray Stallion, 4 
E. A. Brownell, Meiamora, '• 
John Chester, Detroit, gray Gelding, 
D. C. Waterman, Lyon, brown Stallion, 
Chas. H. Coggshdll, do bay do 
P. W. Phillips, La Grange, sorrel do 
CoL J. Prince, Sandwich, C. W., pr. matched Geldings, 8^ years old, 
J. Good ell, Superior, '• bay Colts 3 do 
Wm. Brewer, Niles, bay Stallion, 3 years old^ Martin. 

Peabody Cook, do cream " 7 " Copper Bottom. 

J. A. Austin, Plymouth, bay Gelding, 6 years o|d. 

John Jewett, Detroit, chestnut Poney, 5 ** 

O. B. Blackmar, Moscow, pr. black working Horses. 

J. H. Murray, Farmington, Stallion, 7 years old, Berrien^ 

D. McGilvra, Lansing, pr. draught Horses. 

M. Watson, Detroit, « " " 

C. A. Green, Oakland, Gelding, 4 years old. 

John Valentine, Troy, Stallion, 6 *' Fox Hunter. 

C. S. Goodrich, jr., Ann Arbor, 2 black Stallions, 3 and 7 years old. 

J. W. McCormick, Superior, sorrel Horse, 4 " 

H. F. W. Palmer, Detroit, bay Stallion, 4 years old, Eclipse. 

Col. J. B. Grayson, do Mexican Pony. 

C. P. Bush, Lansingf pr. bay Geldings, 5 years old. 

John H. Black, Springwells, 2 Colts, 2 " 

A. Beach, do black Gelding, 6 years old. 

J. A. Barker, Detroit, Gelding. 
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J. A. Peck, PonttiuM>r. HorseAi. 

H. NewtoDi Avon, pr. matebed Colts. 

' Breeding Mares. 

Heman Castle, Royal Oak, Ma'hD and Colt. 

D. Blackfnar, Plymouth, bay «' " 

Joseph Tireman, Greenfield^ ** 8 years old» 

John L. Brownell, Fermifigton, " 9 ** 

do do Cole, 6 months old. 

A. R. Defranc, Detroit, dun colored Marei 7 years old. 
Edward Martin, Springwells, . bay '' 
David French, Detroit, sorrel " 4 " 

A. S. dc L. Brooks, Nov!, *» " 4 « 

W. F. Bramble, Plymouth, •« 12 « 

do do* Colt, 2 « 

John Miller, do mare do 2 *' 

RufusNutting, jr., Romeo, sorrd Mere, 6 ** 

Wm. Maiden, Redford, « 2 « 

Adam Read, Nankin, iron>grey " 3 ** 

Fred. B. Sibley, Detroit, chestnut «« 7 •' 

J. A. Austin, Plymouth, bay " 6 " 

Benjamin Smith, do ** "8 " 

J. G. Watson, Detroit, « ** 

Eben Prentis, do " " 

Charles Sly, Bloomfield, " " 4 

Theodore Martin, Gro8$e Point, sorrel ** 8 *' 

do do Colt, 2 

8HIEP. 
Francis Hardy, Osceola, 82 Merino. Bucks. 

Heman Castle, Royal Oak, Saxon '' 3 years old. 

tlo do ^ buck Lamb, i Saxon, 5 months old. 

William G. Gilkey, Richland, Merino Buck, 4 years old; 

do do Merino and Saxon Buck, 16 mo. '' 

do do 6 Saxony Ewes. 

George D. Bryant, Addison county, Vermont, 50 Merino Sheep. 
Calvin Akin, Avon, 5 Merino Ewes. 

do do 5 «' Bucks. 

O. B. Blackmar, Motcow, 6 •* •* 



Digitized by 



Google 



52 

C. A. Lewisy Addison, Vermont, 8 Merino Bucks. 
John Kirk, Dearborn, Sopthdown ** 

James Doagall, Amherstlmrgh, C. W„ Merino "* 
M. & A L. Bingham, Cornwall, Vt, imported ^ 

do do do 2 Ewes. 

do do do 2 ** Lambs. 

do do do 10 buck Lambs, French Merino. 

do 26 yearling Bucks, i bPd French Merino, and } bl'd Pauler. 

do 15 « Ewes, «» « « u u 

do 37 Lambs from last named Ewesi. 
William Ten Eyck, Dearborn, 3 Merino Bucks. 

do do 5 «' Ewes. 

Chester Pratt, Bridport, Vt, French Merino Bock, 2 years old. 

do do do 3 Bucks, i bloofi Fr. Mer. & i Pauler. 

do do do 7 » full blood Pauler. 

do do do 15 ** ** " Ewes. 

Charles E. Stuart, Kalamazoo, 6 Merino Ewes. 

do do 3 '• Bucks. 

Enos T. Lovell, Climax, 20 '* Ewes. 

do do 5 ** Bucks. 

Col. J. Prince, Amherstburgh, C. W., 2 Leicester Bucks. 

do do do 2 buck Lambs. 

Wm. Maiden, Bedford, Southdown Buck. 

do do 5 <V Ewes. 

Grove D. Rodgers, Detroit, Merino Buck, 3 years old. 

.r. F. Gilky, Richland, 2 Merino Bocks. 

do do 4 ■* Ewes. 

Epaphroditus Ransom, Kalamazoo, 7 Ewes. 

SWINE. 

Heman Castle, Royal Oak, breeding Sow, j2 years old, Russia breed. 
Joseph Gray, Southfield, Sow and 6 Pigs, Grass and Berkshire ^ 
Isaac Carr, Bedford, « 6 « 

Col. J. Prince, Sandwich, C. W., Berkshire Boar, 1 year old. 

MISCELLANKOUS. 

James Smith, Detroit, 2 Goats. 

E. N. Davenport, Saginaw, pr. Mules. 
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5 Shedand Ponies^ 

4 Do^. 

Dog. 



Jamas DougaH, Amheratbai^, C. >¥,, 
A. Hendry, Detroit, 
M. Watson, do 

FOWLS. 

John M. Chase, Ann Ar^, 6 Malay and Dorking Chickens. 

Wm. Hudson, Bamtramcky 8 Hens, 1 Rooster. 

James Doug-ail, AmberMburgh, C. W., lot Dorking Fowls. 

"do do do " fancy Pigeons. 

Anthony Deltsle, Detroit, Game Cock. 
<3rrove D Rodgecs, do 12 Fowls. 
A. Mendry, do pr. Fowls. 

Jeseiph Frazer, Grosse Point, pr. Ducks. 

FARM IMPLEMSNt0. 

T, S. Sprogue, Detroit, 100 varieties. 

L. K. Bewditch, East Bloomfield, Seymour's Patent Wheat DrilK 



«. H, Wheeler, Tecumseh, 
A. W. Ingraham, Napoleon, 
W. C. Hughes, Dixborough, 
•G. H . Rockwood, Flint, 
Joseph B. Springer, Livonia, 
Aaron Smith, Birmingham, 

do do 

N. F. Griswold, Detroit, 
Dean Swift, do 

C. C. Farren, Romeo, 
Asa H. Otis, Greenfield, 



Cultivator. 

Corn Cultivator. 

Grain Dryer. 

Fanning Mill. 

Harrow. 

Michigan subsoil Plow, 

" No. 3 « 

i doz. Rakes. 
Horse !Rake. 
6 Hay Rakes. 
Hay Rigging. 



H. Berdan, Plymouth, Thrashing Machine, with Berdan*s Separator. 
O. W. Merrill, Bloomfield, Thrashing Machine and Separator, 1 horse 

power, Pitt's patent improved^ 
J. A. Peck, Pontiac, 
B. Starbuck, Troy, N. Y., 
T. S. Sprague, Detroit, . 
Leonard Smith, Troy, N. Y., 

do do ' do 

Dummer Pattee, Ypsilanti, 

do do 



Plow. 

25 Plows, several kind3. 
Horse Power. 
Moc|ei Smut Machine., 

2 «« H 

Corn Cultivator^ 
Grain « 
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D. 0. & W. ft PsBnfieW, Detroit, 


1 doz. Hay itakes. 


do do 


d varieties manure Forkr 


do do 


Straw Cutter. 


do do 


Com Sheller. 


do do 


Folding Harrow. 


C. B. Root, MoDroe, 


8 Grain Cradles. 


do do 


((Rakes. 


F. F. Parker & Bro., Detroit, 


100 varieties Farm Implements. 


H. Richmond, Monroe, N. Y., 


Cultivator. 


B. Bartlett, Novi, 


Grain Drill. 


Nathan Baker, Fiowerfield, 


Gang Plow. 


Alonzo Hyde, Waterrleit, 


Grant's Fanning Milt. 


Richard Simmons, Farmingtaii» 


Gr«in Cradle. 


do do 


Patent Clevis. 


B.. H^ Baniard, Jackapn, 


Grain Cradle, and other articlea. 


Thomas Hall, Detroit, 


Propeller Chum. 


Peter Peterson, Jackson, 


Chum. 


J. J. Briscoe, Detroit, 


Portable Grist-Mill. 


Silas S. Hart, Chioa, 


Pincers to hold restive animals. 


A. G. Piercj, do 


Grind Stone. 


Jason Braman» Petroit, 


Self. Acting Cbsese Preaa. 


Joseph Plantz, dpi 


Steel Plow. 


H. Calton, PlymoiUh, 


Churn. 


Russell Robinson, D^roat, 


it 


A. Wilder, do 


Grain Roller. 


Thomas G. Stagg, Njtw York, 


3 Ohuros. 


B. Dwmor^ BjKNBkport, N. Y., 


Straw and Stalk Cutter. 


BEfi RIVBS. 


E. Rood^ Detroit, 


1 Bee Hive. 


S. B. Noble, Ann Arbor, 


1 Bee Hive. 


B. G. SiimsoD, Detroit^ 


1 Bee Hiv«. 


W. Hopson, Flushing. 


1 Bee Hive. 


FLOWING 


MATCa. 


H. R. Andrews, Detroit, 


Single Team. 


J. A. Peck, Pontiae, 


H M 


Wm.B6Bie7,Watorfofd, 


<l <t 
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A. Plantz, Detroit, 
K Bftktr, Niles, 
Luman Fuller, Milford, 



BUTTEIU 



Jesse W. Beed, Redford, 
O. S. Gully, Dearborn, 
Robert £. Walker, Grosae Point, 
Mrs. J. B. Hunt, P.ontiac, 
John Kirk, Dearborn, 
J. Flinn, Springwelb, 
William Clark, Troy, 
Cyrus Fuller, Livonia, 
Joseph Tireman, Greenfield, 
George Chamberlain, Bedford, 
James Smith, Greenfield, 
William Anderson, Ann Arbor, 
^eth Goodwin, Royal Oak, 
W. Moore, Adrian, 



CHEESE. 



J, C. Heath, Detroit, 
Jereh Scott, Plymouth, 
John Grifiin, Farmington, 
John Trowbridge, Southfield^ 

William Hudson, Hamtramck, 
T. Showerman, Tpsilanti, 
J. S. MUler, Detroit, 

Jes^ W. Reed, Bedford, 
H. Hopson, Flushing, 
B. G. Stimson, Detroit, 
S. B. Noble, Ann Arbor, 
E. Rood, Detroit, 
AUied Judson, Pontiac, 

E. H. Rigley, Lapeer, 



BftKAD. 



HONEr. 



«UGJIi&. 



one horse. Steel Plow. 
BidLor's Gang Plow. 
Single Team, Oxen. 

10 lbs. Butter. 

10 " «» 

10 " « 

10 •* «' 

10 «» « 

10 '• « 

10 " " 

10 «« « 

10 " « 

15 *^ « 

80 *• « 

10 *« «* 
10 a .« 

10 « " 

3 Cheese. 
1 « 
10 « 

1 •* 

6 loaves Bfieed. 

8 « ^ 

^ 4i U 

1 box Honey. 

1 cap « 
12 IbsL 
1 box * 

1 M U 

10 Ibe. sugar; 
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DOMK671G MANVVACTURSa. 



Mrs. J. Jones, Dearborn, 

do do 

do do 

Jacob Henderson, Pontiac, 
Aaron Eames, Oshtemo, 
Mrs. E. G. Mix^r, Ilamtramck, 
J. J. Cook, Maumee, Ohio, 
Augustus Randolph, Northville, 
Mrs. Johnson Niles, Troy, 
O. J. Bagg, Detroit, 
Mrs. A. L. Stevens, Nankin, 
Tarpenter dc Rice, Detroit, 
A. Gregg, ** 

Mrs. Jabez Warner, Plymouth, 

do do 

Orson Parker, Detroit, 

do do 

Mrs. William Cook, Detroit, 

do do 

do do 

Lucy Markham, Northville, 
Moore, Bradford & Co., Dejtroit, 
Benjamin Phillips, Waterford, 
A. G. Bocker, Redford, 
W. A. Raymond, Detroit, 
Mrs. J. Bailey, Troy, 



pr. woolen Blanketi. 
pr. wool Socks, 
pr. " Hose* 
domestic Carpet 

woolen " 

10 yds. woolen Carpet. 

13 « Shawls. 

2 Carpets. 

2 Carpets. 

pr. woolen Hose. 

Carpeting. 

woolen Shawls. 

25 yds. Carpeting. 

pr. worsted Hose. 

2 run woolen Yarn. 

4 woolen Blankets. 

Shawl. 

2 Foot Mats. 

Hearth Rug. 

2 BlankeU. 
Carpet. 

3 Shawls. 
piece Flannel. 
2 Shawls. 

6 sks. Ywn. 
pr. wool Hose. 
2 pr. 



Mrs. Ferguson, Detroit, 

Miss Caroline K. Sawyer, Grand Blanc, 3 pr. " 

NEEDLK, SHELL, WAX WORK, ^C. 

Mrs. J. G. Hill, Detroit; Fire Screen, Chair, Table and Stool. 

Miss E. Francis Lee, Detroit; worsted Fire Screen. 

Mrs. E. N. Wilcox, Detroit; Fire Screens, and silk patch-worked 
Quilt. 

Mrs. Taj-lor, Chicago; silk patch-work Quilt. 

Mrs. E. Lansing, Detroit; silk patch-work Quilt, and group of Fig- 
ures of worsted work. 
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llrs. John Apple^ Detroit; worsted Fire Screen, strip of Embror- 
dertng for border for rooms, fancy Box. 

Miss Mary S. Palmer, Detroit; silk patch-work Quilt, crochet Purse, 
Lamp Mat, 3 cambrick Handkerchiefs, Port Folio, and Card Case. 

Mrs. H. S. Cole, Detroit; Screen, and Frame. 

Mrs. F. Buhl, Detroit, 2 cottonr Bed-Quilts. 

Mrs. S. Zug, Detroit; Quilt. 

Mrs. Lord, Detroit; Crib Quilt, and infant's Shirt and Stockinp. 

Mrs. Gillet, Detroit; Crochet Mats. 

Mrs* John Palmer, Detroit; pr. Ottomans, Silk Work, pr. black 
worsted Stockings. 

Mrs. J. C. Holmes, Detroit; worsted Lamp Mat, crochet Doyley, 
piece Worsted Work on cloth, Port Folio worked with silk, crochet 
Purse, and crochet Bag. 

Miss Mary Williams, Detroit; lace Scarf, wrought muslin Cap and 
Collar, wrought lace Cap. 

Mrs. Wm. A. Raymond, Detroit; Blanket wrought with silk, 2 Otto- 
man Covers wrought with worsted, worsted Lamp Mat, Port Fol- 
io, infant's Cloak wrought with silk. 

Mrs. Frank Raymond, Detroit; merino Blanket wrought with 
worsted. 

Miss Mary Nash, Detroit; 2 Toilet Cushions of silk canvass. 

Mrs. J. Winder, Detroit; 2 cotton Quilts. 

Mrs. George B. Russell, Detroit; crochet Bell Rope, worked Hand- 
kerchief, embroidered Chair, Lamp Screen. 

Mrs. Stowell, Detroit; worsted Mat. 

Mrs. Greorge Buffield, Detroit; 2 Handkerchief Cases. 

Mrs. Wm. Brewster, Detroit; Fire Screen, Chair, 2 Table Screens. 

Mrs. M. A. Cobb, Detroit; Bed Quiltj worked lace Cape, worsted 
Shawl. 

Mrs. J. B. Hill, Detroit; worsted Scarf. 

Mrs. Wm. A. Cook, Detroit; worsted tScarf, Mantilla, Rocking Chair* 

C. A. Feller, Detroit; 2 Ottoman Covers, bead Purse. 

Mrs. A. & Hubbard, Troy; Net Shawl. 

Mrs. P. Fregant, Detroit; Fire Screen, Lamp Mat 

Mrs. M. H. Webster, Detroit} Lamp Shade. 

a 



Digitized by 



Google 



lUory R«7, Detroit; pieee Embroidery, '* Mery at the Tomb." 

Miss Sibley, Detroit; fancy embroidered Ohair. 

R. W« Van Fossea, Detroit; Ottoman Cover. 

Mrs* R H. Stevena, Detroit; Shawl. 

Mrs. G. R. Griswold, Detroit; child's Dress. 

Mrs. Starkweather, Detroit; Lace Cap. 

Mrs. F. V. Smith, Cold water; lace Handkerchief. 

Mrs. G. B. Pease, Detroit; flannel Skirt, 2 linen Shirts, large Blan- 
ket, infant's Blanket, lace Cape. 

Mrs. L. Campbell, Detroit; Shawl* 

Miss Bmely S. Baldwin, Detroit; piece Embroidery. 

Miss Sibley, Detroit; Quilt« 

Mrs. A. Jones, Detroit; Shawl 

Mrs. E. Bingham, Detroit; Shell Work Box. 

Mrs. J. S. Farrand, Detroit; Pocket Handkerchief. 

Miss L, Wilder, Detroit; lot Wax Flowers. 

Mrs; S. Barstow; worsted Shawi white crodiet Bonnet. 

Mrs. J. A. Van Dyke, Detroit; 2 Vests. 

Mrs. McCoskry, Detroit; net Shawl, worked Bag. 

Mrs. J. A. Park, Pontiac ; piece Needle Work. 

Mrs. D. G, Jones, Detroit; Quilt. 

Mrs. Lee, Howell; specimens Needle Work. 

Mrs. Ferguson, Detroit; Counterpane. 

Miss Caroline K. Sawyer, Grand Blanc; Quilt 

Mrs. J. H. Bagg, Detroit; 3 pieces Embroidery. 

Mrs. J. Jones, Dearborn ; lace Collar, piece wrought Muslin. 

Mrs. G. B. Stimson, Detroit; Ann Chair worked with worsted, 
Screen, 2 Ottomans, 2 Sofa Cushions. 

Thomas Cotton, Detroit; Counterpane. 

Mrs. J. T. Wilder, Nankin; Plaid Shawl. 

F. Kies, Moscow; Dress Shawl 

Miss Ellen Mettz, Detroit; 2 Ottoman Coreffi. 

Mrs. C. Hinchman, Detn>U; Work Box, Mat 

Miss Catherine Hinchman, Detroit; piece Worsted W4^k< on Cloth, 
Baj^ Shawl. 

Mie. W, A. MorrisoB, Detroit^ Dffw Cap. 
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Hist A. Groodman, Detroit; Fau of Turkey Feathera. ^ 

Hiaa E. Williams, Detroit; wrought muslin Cap. 

Mrs. S. R. Read, Detroit; patch-work Quilt Stand Spread, 2 Book 

Marks. 
J. M. Chak, Ann Arbor; Counterpane. 
William Clark, Troy; patch-work Quilt. 
Mrs. R. W. King, Detroit; Quilt, and Lamp Hat, 
J. R« Kellogg, Allegan; White Coverlet. 
Mrs. Gooding, Detroit; Quilt. 
Jfiss a W. Hallock, Detroit; 8 Cushions. 
Mrs. A. L. Stevens, Nankin; Quilt. 
Russell Robinson, Detroit; Quilt 
Miss M. Misner, Detroit; Fire Screen. 
A. M. Perrin, Plymouth; Fire Screen. 
A. E. Mather, Detroit; pr. Slips. 
Mrs. L. B. Willard, Detroit; 4 Ottomans. 
Miss E. O'Keefe, Detroit; Shawl. 
Miss A. Otis, Gree^fieM; Reticule, Puree, pr» Unen Hose, Book 

Mark. 
Miss Mary Stevens^ Detroit; wrought lace Cape. 
Miw Mary FJugal, Port Huron; Table Spread, piece Embroidery in 

frame. 
Mrs. Dr. Lemke, Detroit; case Hem Work, case Braid Work. 
Mr8» B. G. Stimson, Detroit; Lamp Shade, lace Cape. 
Mrs. Charles Piquette, Detroit; Embroidered Vest. 
Mrs. A. A. Fisher, Detroit; white Quilt. 

FINK AETS. 

J. A. Pedk, Pontiac; Painting. 

James E. Martin, Detroit; 4 Engravings, a large lot of Daguerrec 

types, 2 large Paintings. 
J. D. Jones, Detroit; Bust of Gen. Taylor, Hon. Henry Clay, Bith* 

op McCoskry, Gen. Cass; Statue of Venus. 
. W. C. North, Ann Arbor; lot Daguerreotypes. 
Mrs. Gould, Detroit; S Miniature Paintings. 
T. W. Lockwood, Detroit; Statue, and Paiating. 
C W. Btimaon, Kdamaioo; tot Daguerreotypes. 
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TKUIT. 



Apples . 
Apples e)Af?bTted by P. C. Hoy t, Berrien; Rhode Island Greening, 

Fall Pippin, English Russet, Vendevere. 

Daniel S. R<ector, Berrien; Seedling. 

John Tibbots, Plymouth; Spiizenberg, R. L Greening, Golden Rus- 
set, Bell Flower, Green Newtown Pippin, Holland do, French do. 
Wine Apple, Black Gilliflower, Scolloped Gilliflower, Rambo, 
Romanite, Canada Greening, Canada Pippin, Pearmain Seekno- 
further^ Stone Apple, Twenty ounce Pippin, Pound Apple, Striped 
Gilliflower. 

J. C. Holmes, Detroit; Hawthomden. 

J. B. Springer, Livonia; Seedling, Golden Pippin, Fall Pippin, Spit- 
zenfeerg. i 

James Dougall, Amherstburgh C, W., Yellow Bellflower, White 
Bellflower, Labute, Hawthornden, Keswick Codlin, Ribston Pippin, 
King of Pippins, Beauty of Kent, Rosean, American summer 
FeBrmain, Alexander, Baldwin, Esopus Spitzeaberg, Royal Russet, 
Winter Pearmain, Mela Carla, Braddick's Nonpareil, Gogar Pippin, 
Hereford Pairmain, Golden Reinette, Bourassa, Pemme Gris, 
Fameuse, American Golden Pippin, Green Newtown «do^ Red 
Calville, Seeknofurlher, Seedling. 

Jereh Sqott, Plymouth; Basket containing several varieties. 

IE. D. Lay, Ypsilanti; Colvert, Tallman Sweeting, Yellow New- 
town Pippin, Autumn Swaar, Esopus Spitzenberg, Steel's Red Win* 
ter. Winter Russet, R, L Greening, Green Sweeting, Queen Ann, 
Golden Russet, Ortley Pippin, Rambo, Ruckman's Pearmain, Red 
Romanite, Winter Pearmain, Bourassa, Green Newtown Pippin, 
Twenty ounce Apple, Phoenix, Tewksbury Blush, Black Gilli- 
flower, Seeknofurther, Carthouse, Red Colville, Monstrous Pippin, 
White Bellflower, Roxbury Russet, Dumlow's seedling, Welling- 
ton, Black Virgmia Redstreak, White Spitzenberg, Flushing 
Spitzenberg, English Russet, Cooper's Russet, Fameuse, Minshalls^ 
Crab, Baldwin, Holland Pippin, Hooker, Sweet and Sour. 

Alfred Gulley, Dearborn; thirteen varieties. 

John Thomas, Oxford; Fameuse, Pownal Spitzenberg^ Roxbury 
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Russet, Sweet Bough, R. 1. Grteening, Twenty ounce Pipping 
Yellow Newtown Pippin. 

S* Perkins, Coldwater; several verieties. 

R. C. Beach, Troy; Cabashea, Holland Pippin, Twenty ounce Applte, 
Gloria Mundi. 

Linus Cine, Troy; two boxes Apples. 

A. G. Booker, Bedford; R. L Greening, Fall Pippin. 

Alfred Judson, Pontiac; one box apples.. 

Hubbard d& Davis, Troy; Jonathan, Ribeton Pippin, Powna) Spit- 
zenberg, Fameuse, Westiield Seeknofurtber, R. I. Greening, 
Esopus Spitxenberg, Eggtop, Yellow Bellflower, Steels Red Win- 
ter, Sweet Russet, Holland Pippin, Fall Sweeting, Calville, Sweet 
Unknown, 12 varieties table apples names unknown. Prince 
Yellow Harvest, Pound Sweeting Twenty ounce Apple, Striped 
Apple, Black Gilliflower, Yellow and Cherry Siberian Crab. 

Amos Hoag, Adrian; R. I. Greening, Mass Red, Swaar, White 
Bellfiower, Fall Pippin, Jersey Red. 

Cyrus Clark, Troy; Roxbury Russet, Seeknofurther, Pound Royal, 
Fameuse, Swaar, Cabashea, Fall Pippin, R. I. Greening, Goldeo 
Sweet, Twenty ounce Apple, 

R. Shear, large Apples. 

Pears. 
Pears exhibited by E. D. Lay, Ypsilanti; Prince Virgalieo, 
Stevens* Genesee, Charles of Austria, Ambrette, Prince St. Ger- 
main, Catillac, White Doyenne, Bezi d' la Motte, Blocker's Mead* 
ow, Autumn Bonchretion, Passe Colmar. 

Ira Phillips, Armada; Stevens' Genesee. 

B« G. Stimson, Detroit; Duchess d'Angouleme, Beurve Die!, Louise 
Benne d' Jersey, Orange, Doyenne d'Hiver. 

J. C. Holmes, Detroit; Bartlett, Ananas, New Egg, Beaupresent 
d'Artois. 

James Dougall, Amherstburgh, C. W.; Bartlett, Thon»pson, White 
Doyenne, Colmar d'Aremberg, Countess d'Lunay, Croft Castle, 
Dunmore, Autumn Bergamotte, Duchess d'Aogouleme, Brown 
Beurre, Stevens' Genesee, Seckel, Wilhelmine, Chaumontelle, 
Napoleon, Louise Benne d'Jersey^ Pftsse Colmnri Easter Beutity 

Cyrus Clark, Troy; 1 variety. 
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' Peacku. 
Peaches exhibited by James Dougall^ Amlierstt>argh, C. W.^ 

President, Late Red Rareripe, Seedling do. 

lereh Scott, Plymouth; Pickled Peaches. 

O. S. Gulley, Dearborn; Peaches. 

Charles Dewy, Marion; Seedling Peaches. 

H. P. Cobb, Detroit; Crowford's Early Melocoton. 

W. Stead, do 1 doz. Peaches. 

P. W. Warren, do 1 basket Peaches. 

B. C. Hoyt, Berrien; Newington Cling, Loffort's Melocoton, Sep- 
tember Cling, LofTort's Maximum, Royal Charlotte, Pempone, 
Royal George, Early Cling, President Alton's Purple Violet, Late 
Admirable, Miller's Caroline, Large Yellofr Freestone, Blood 
Clitig, Rbbinson Crusoe. 

Hubbard & Davis, Troy; Pine Apple Cling, Albert Gallatin, Red 
Cheek Melocoton. 

B. G. Stimson, Detroit; two varieties. 

Nectarines. 
Dr. L. Cavalli, Detroit; one dozen French Nectarines. 

Plums. 
Amos Hoag, Adrian; varieties Plums. 
J. Reno, Detroit; do do 

B. C. Hoyt, Berrien; Yellow Magnum Bonum, Purple .Magnum Bo^ 
num. 

Quinces. 
Exhibited by Aaron Eames, Kalamazoo; Portugal Quince. 
Jereh Finn, Springwells; one doz. Quinces. 
Jereh Scott, Plymouth, one doz. Quinces. 
Alfred Gulley, Dearborn; one doz. Quinces. 

A. S. Stevens, Nankin; one doz. Quinces. 
S. Ramsdall, Plymouth; basket Quinces. 

B. G. Stimson, Detroit; one doz. Quinces. 
Hubbard & Davis, Troy; one doz. Portugal Quinces; 

Grapes. 
. Exhibited by Aaron Barnes, Kalamazoo; Alexander, Golden Chass* 
elas, Isabella. 
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James Dougal}, Amherstburgh, C. W.; Isabella, and Catawba Grapes. 
Jereh Scott, Plymouth; basket Grapes. 
J. C. Holmes, Detroit; Isabella^ and Catawba Grapes. 
James Humeston, Clarendon; box Grapes. 
Daniel Cole, Detroit; Isabella Grapes. 
J. H. Bagg, Detroit; Isabella Grapes. 
H. P. Cobb, Detroit; Isabella and Catawba Grapes. 
Cullen Brown, Detroit; Isabella Grapes. 

Hubbard & Davis, Troy; Common Black, Common Purple, Bean- 
bien, and Bradley Grapes. 

A. C. Hubbard, Troy; Isabella, Alexander and Bradley Grapes. 

FLOWERS. 

Exhibited by Langelia & Mixer» Hamtramck; several Floral designs 

and Boquets. 
J. C. Holmes, Detroit; thirty varieties Dahlias, several Boquets. 

B. G. Stimson, Detroit; flat Boquet, round Boquet, dish cut Roses, 
dish cut Pansies, 2 shell vases of dried Grasses. 

William Adair, Hamtramck, collection cut Flowers, several varieties 
Dahlias, large Boquet. 

John Ford, Detroit; large collection Green House Plants, round Bo- 
quet, 10 varieties Dahlias. 

J. A. Baughman, Detroit; 2 winter Boquets. 

Mrs. Charles Piquette, Detroit; several Boquets, Artificial Flowers. 

Mrs, Mark Norris, Ypsilanti; Moss Baskets of Cut Flowers, several 
Boquets. 

Mrs. Wolcott, Detroit; 2 baskets Cut Flowers, Boquet. 

Mrs. Isaac Featherlj, South Nankin, basket Cut Flowers. 

D. D. Lay, Ypsilanti; collection Dahlias, 

James Dougall, Amherstburgh, C. W.; collection Dahlias and Cut 
Flowers. 

Mrs. George Duffield, Detroit; circular Picture, Boquet of Dahlias, 
Diamond do. Pyramid do, small hand do. 

P. George, Detroit; Geraneums. 

D. Cole, Detroit; Rose in Pot. 

Mrs. F, Raymond, Detroit; Boquet. 
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VEGETABLES. 



Exhibited by T. S. Sprague, Detroit; J bush. Sweet Potatoes, peck 
Spanish Radishes, Crook-necked Squash. 

James Ward, Royal Oak, 3 Squashes. 

William Hudson, Hamtramck; i bush. Sweet Potatoes. 

John Ford, Detroit; Beets, Cauliflowerrs, Onions, Cabbage, Toma- 
toes, Vegetable Egg, Parsley, Squashes, Brocolli. 

William Clark, Troy; Sweet Potatoes. 

J. C. Holmes, Detroit, Early York, Flat Dutch and Drum Head Cab- 
bage, Blood Beets, Turnip-rooted Blood Beets, Parsnips, Carrots, 
Seymour's solid Celery, Tomatoes, Crook-necked Squash, Sweet 
Corn. 

William Knowland, Dearborn; Spanish Water Melons. 

C. T. Wilkinson, Nankin ; white Tree Corn. 
William Leason, Detroit; head Cabbage. 

William Y. Patterson, Springwells; Celery, Tomatoes, Blood Beets, 
Parsnips, Onions, Globo Beets, Mangel Wurzel, Parsley. 

William Cook, Detroit; 4 quarts Lima Beans. 

George Crabb, Hamtramck, Savory Cabbage, Blood Beets, Parsnips, 
Carrots, Onions, Drum Head Cabbage. 

Samuel Dunn, Plymouth; 9 large Pumpkins from one seed. 

J. S. Miller, Detroit; 6 Squashes. 

Thomas M. Sweeney, Dearborn; lot Blood Beets. 

A. B. Gulley, Dearborn; 1 bush. Potatoes. 

O. S. Gulley, Dearborn, 6 Squashes. 

Cyrus Clarke, Troy; 2 Pumpkins, Squash. 

H. Pereaux, Detroit; Tomatoes, Cabbage and Peppers. 

W. W. Defield, Detroit; 3 Squashes. 

Edward Gutheridge, Springwells; 4 varieties Tomatoes, Turnip-root- 
ed Blood Beet, white Belgian Carrot, Orange do, Early Horn do, 
white Guernsey Parsnip. 

Heman Castle, Royal Oak, 1 doz. Peppers. 

George W. Hooper, Detroit; Top Onions, Blood Beets, Carrots, Red 
Cabbage, Onions, Garlick. 

D. Cole, Detroit; Crook-necked Squash, Lima BeaDS« 
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Joseph Caton^ Detroit; Bloodf Beets, €arr&t», ) bushel , Potatoes, 

Squashes, Tomatoes. 
W. T- Howell, Jonesville; Mftogel Wurzel^ Sugar Beet, Onions, i 

peck Potatoes, White Carrots* 
Michael Cannan, Detroit; 12 Pumpkins. 
Wm, Wortley, Haratramck; White Carrots. 
J. C. Williams, Detroit; peck Seedling Potatoes^ 
Thomas Caton, do Tomatoes. 
F. W. Warren, do Squash. 
James David, Grosse Isle, Lima Beans. 
Judge Bond, Niles; box Potatoes, 6 Squashes, Corn. 
F. Fowler, Hillsdale; lot Potatoes. 
Mark Norris, Ypsilanti; bushel Potatoes. 

FIELD CROPS. 

B. G. Barker, Plymouth; Egyptian Wheat. 

David Warner, Plymouth; Westchester Corn, Westchester mixed 

with yellow. ^^ • 

Jonathan Shearer, Plymouth; bushel White or Crystal Wheat. 
William C. Hughs, Dixborough; barrel Flour. 
Jabez Farmer, Stoney Creek; barrel Flour. 
J. B. Springle, Livonia; bag Corn, bag Potatoes, Oats. 
E. Carpenter, Commerce; barrel Flour, Siraigbt's Mills. 
O. C. Comstock. jr., Marshall; barrel Flour. 
W. Beal, Rollin; barrel Flour. 
John M. Chase, Ann Arbor; bushel winter Wheat. 
Johnson Niles, Troy; barrel Flour. 

Parker dc Daily, Northville; barrel Flour, barrel Corn Meal 
William Dunlap, Northville; barrel Flour. 
A. Markham, Hartland; barrel Flour. 

E. R. Kearsley, Detroit; sample Corn. 
Asa Parish, Coldwater; 2 barrels Flour. 
W. F. Bramble, Plymouth; bushel Wheat 

Blackwood & Matthews, Pontiac; barrel Flour, Phoenix Mill. 
William Anderson, Ann Arbor; bushel Corn; bushel Oats. 

F. S. Atwood & Co., Trenton; barrel Flour. 
T. Showerman, Ypsilanti; barrei Flour. 

9 
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William B. Hibbard^ Milford; barrel. Flour, PetttbonQ.Milb. 

W. H. Swift, Plymouth; barrel Flour. 

B. G. Su'msbn, Detroit; Oregon Corh. 

George Millard, Dexter; barrel Flour, 

T. Stevens, Concord; 2 barrels Flour. 

H. J. Gush man. Battle Creek; 3 barrels Flour. 

William Dougherty, Berrien; sample Wheat. 

William Hurst, Ypsilanti; sample Corn. 

Matthews dc Beach, Pontiac; barrel Flour. 

P. Wicks, Farmington; barrel Flour. 

Cyrus Clark, Troy; bushel Oats. 

B. G. Barker, Plymouth; Egyptian Wheat 

MISCELLANEOUS AKTICLES. 

M. Peckham, Utica, N. Y.; 2 Moti's Agricultural Furnaces, 8 CauN 
drons, and Parlor Stove. 

Durgee & Forsyth, Rochester, N. Y.; 20 varieties Weighing Ap- 
paratus. • 

D. O. & W. S. Penfield, Detroit; Cook Stove and Apparatus, Parlor 
Stoves, flat iron Heater. 

Eddy & Brothers, Detroit; Scrub, Shoe, Cloth, Crumb, Hair, Hat, 
Lather, Graining, Sash, Paint, Varnish, Dust, Pope's -Eye, Ma- 
chine, Flesh and Horse Brushes. 

Howard &, Avery, Detroit; 2 Rocking Chairs, 2 Center Tables, 
Chair, Dress Bureau. 

Thomas Hall, Detroit; 6 pieces Wire Fence. 

C. T. Wellman, Nankin; 2 boxes White wood Cut Shingles. 

Wattles & Duncan, Troy; 1 doxen Corn Brooms. 

N. F. Griswold, Detroit; 1 dozen Mop Sticks, Bench Screw, SmtH 
Wooden Vice Screw, pr. Hand Screws. 

C. C. Farran, Romeo; box Clothes Pins. 

William M. Snow, Detroit; 4 bundles Screen Wire, 3 bundles Wir« 
Cloth, i doz. Wire Sand Riddles, Cheese Safe. 

Orson Starr, Royal Oak; lot Cow-Bells. 

Jesse Barnes dz; Co., Coldwater; 4 Narrow Axes, Broad Axe, 2 Hand 
Axes, Carpenter's Adze, Cooper's Adze, Ship Adze, 2 Chis^lS) ^ 
Cooper's Drawing Knives, Nail Hammer. 
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H* W/Giiriy, BrocJrport, N. Y.; R^ry Flt^'EflgtttoWdWmp. 

A. S. Bagg, Detroit; Bible, Ledger. 

Cyrus Clark, Troy, barrel Cider, 

Jabez Warner, Plymouth; double bottom Cotn OBiisk^. 

Lucius Bradley, Detroit; 5 single a!id dotible Cai^riifgi^. 

O. Davenport, Detroit; Steam Engine. 

J. Sabin, Battle Creek; Washing Machine. 

J. S. Miller, Detroit; 2 cans Tobacco. 

Louis Frumville, Detroit; Force Pump, piece Copper Pipe. 

James Bull, do lot Indian Work, pr. Elk Ilorils. 

A. S. Bagg, do case of Books. 

John Farmer, do Map of Michigan. 

Ladue & Eldred, do 2 sides Sole, 6 Harness, 1 d^ Calif; and 

6 sides Top Leather. 
A. W. Morgan, Detroit; Copper Marklttg Plate. 
George Quinlon, do Copper Tea Kettle. 
iacob Perkins, York; Well Pump. 
Ames Stevens, Detroit; Guitar. 

CuUen Brown, do 3 Sad<fle6, Bridle, Trutik, -Mii^tinf^e. 
P. 6ab1>il]ion, do pr. 6ne Boots, pr. coaifse Boots. 
G. P. Benuet, Jackson; set ArtiBcial Teeth. 
Abiel Wood, Springwells, lot Brick. 
H. Clay, Detroit; 2 Wigs. 
Valentine & Cruwell, Detroit; case Jewelry manufactured from 

Lak« Superior Silver. 
Jacob Harmac, Detroit; specime^n Hair Work. 
J. H. Cole, do lot Drawings. 

Sibley & Trowbridge, Detroit; lot Chinese Tea Pots. 
J. W. Tillman, Detroit; Ouoman, Rose-wood Sofa Table, Marlte tdp 

Table, Marble top Centre Table, Rose-wood Chair, Plush Chair, 

Rose-wood Sewing Chair, Screen, imitation Roito-wood Cahe tetti 

Chair. 
L. C. Rose, Detroit; 6 BenDitig's Body Braces. 
Edgar F. Randolph, Detroit; 2 Smoking Clips. 
William Phelps, Detroit; Case Confectionery. 
Bagg de Harmon, Detroit; specimen Pirtntififg. 
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Andrew Harvie, Detroit; lot 31 pieces Indian War ImpJementa. 
T. C. Peters, Buffalo, N. Y,; samples of Wool 
H. Bovie, North ville; lot Lasts. 
A. Patchin, Nankin; Rifle. 

C. S. Goodrlcby Ann Arbor; Boiler and Teakettle. 

D. A. Pettibone, Ann Arbor, lot Maps. 
£. Mullane, Detroit; Vest. 

A. W. Buel, Detroit; copy Valgate edition of Bible, A. D., IbSS: 

E. Millard, Three Rivers; Sausage Machine. 
N. B. Russell, Salem; Cider Press. 

J. A. Baughman, Detroit; Carriage. 

Russell Gage, do Platform Scale. 

K. S. Dygert, do Fire Engine No. 2. 

J. E. Beebe, Jackson ; Lumber Wagon. 

L. Riolsten, Detroit; Silver Ware, Crucifix, Chalice Cup, 2. Cups^ 
Bell, Bronze Calender, 2 Candle Sticks, 2 Plates. 

Whiting & Brother, Detroit; case Dental Instruments,^ set Artificial 
Teeth. 

H. Schonaker, Detroit; Pianno Forte, Guitar. 

E. 6c T. Fairbanks, St Johnsbury, Yt. ; Platform and ether scales. 

J. C. Baughman, Detroit; large bird Cage containing several varie- 
ties Birds. 

D'. S. Osborn, Detroit; Cage of Canary Birds. 

B. Plennhel, do lot Drawings. 

John Ladue, do 1 doz. Russet Linings, 1 ddz. White Linings^ 
1 doz. Book Binding, I doz. Shoe Binding, ^ doz. Red Morocco^ 
3 doz. Sheepskin Mats. 

J. D. Baldwin, Ann Arbor, Specimens Iroa Ore. 

A. Richmond, Detroit; case specimens Book Binding. 

H. Glover, do Over Coat. 

J. 4c J. P. Whiting, Detroit; large Ham. 

Lyon & Farnsworth, do 2 pr. Ladies* Shoes, 2 pr. Boots. 

D. S« Hopkins, Lowell, Mass.; Sewing Machine, Peering Machine^ 

P. W. Sage, Ypsilanti, Double Harness. 

William A. Raymond, Detroit; lot seamless Grain Bags. 

K Lee, Detroit; & varieties Candy. 
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iS. A. Lansintg, "(agent,) Detroit; 3 bales Machine Belting, ^ bales 

Hose. 
Mrs, B. Hubbard, Detroit; 3 Indian Baskets. 
Hufus Nutting, Romeo; Organ Piano, ^olian. 
Piquette & Fairchild, Detroit; case Gold Pens. 
James Bull, Detroit; copy John Girard's work on Botany, 1§98, copy 

of London Chronicle printed 1759^ containing a description of 

Detroit. 
B. ijc. Stimson, Detroit; 2 bottles Current Wine, 'bottle Honey Wine. 
Jl. C. Hubbard, Troy; bottle Currant Wine of the vintage of each 

year 1846, 1847, 1843. 
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Reporter of Examining Committees. 



RBPO|lTS^ of the Judges made at the Anauel Show of the Societj^ 
held at Detroit ^September 25th, 26th and 27th, 1849. 

CATTLE. 

The committee appointed for the purpose of examining and deci- 
ding upon the merits of the various grades of Cattle exhibited at the 
Society's first Annual Fair, submit the following report: 
Best Durham Bull, 2 years and over, was exhibited by Ira Phillips^ 

Armada, Macomb county; 1st premium, t\0 

B. N. Davenport, Saginaw, 2d do & 

Best Devon Bull, 2 years and over; O. B. Blackmar, Moscow, 

Hillsdale county. Is' premium, 10 

F. V. Smith, Coldwater, Branch county, 2d do 5 

Best Native Bull, 2 years and over, T. S. Sprague, Detroit, 

Isi premium, 10 
Ambrose Burr, Plymouth, Wayne county, 2d do 5 

Best Bull, 2 years old and over, without distinction of breed, 

except those above named, A. S. 6i L. Brooks, Novi, Wayne 

county, 1st premium, 10 

No. 168. 2d do 7 

Gannet Ramsdell,.P]ymouth, ^d do 4. 

Cows. 

Best Milch Cow, Cyrus Fuller, Livonia, 1st premium, 8 

Chas. Bissell, Springwells, Wayne Co., 2d do 5 

John Winder, Detroit, 3d do 3 

Working Oxen, 

Best yoke working oxen, G. Ramsdell, Plymouth, Ist premium, 10 
Chas. E. Stuart, Kalamazoo, 2d do 6 

J. R, Monroe, Lawrence, Van Burenca, 3d do 3 
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Fai Cattle. 

Pour yean old fat cattle fed on grass, Jacob Westfall, Plym- 
outh, 1st premium^ #10 
The committee on cattle having examined the young stock present- 
ed for exhibition, and for which no premiums were offered by the 
society, beg leave to report, that in their opinion, the cattle named in 
the following list, are of superior stock, worthy of commendation^ 
and entitled to the following premiums, viz: 
A Durham calf, six months old, weighing 573 lbs., belonging to 

B. G. Barker, Plymouth, a premium of #3 

A pair oftwin calves, five and a half months old, weighing, 412 

lbs. each, belonging to J. A. Austin, Plymouth, 5 

A pair of twin working oxen, belonging to Wro. Ledyard of 

Plymouth, 5 

Two heifer calves. Native Ftock, belonging to David Thomp- 
son, Detroit, 3 
A pair of bull calves, seven months old, belonging to George 

Clark, Lapeer, 3 

One cow six years old, one heifer two y earmold, and two calves, 

all of the Devon breed, belonging to F. V. Smith, Coldwater, 

Branch county, 5 

A Devon cow and calf, belonging to Heman Castle, Royal Oak, 3 

A spotted cow, belonging to Chas. Fitzhugh of Saginaw, 3 

AMMON BROWN, 
LEWIS T. ALLEN, 
J. R. MONROE, 
Gommitteeon Cattle. 

HORSES. 

The committee on horses, respectfully report, that they have ex- 
amined with as much care as time would permit, all horses presented, 
and they were numerous. 

According to the classification which controlled us, however, the 
number entitled to premiums was somewhat limited. 
Dratight Horses, 

There were only three entries as draught horses, all of which 
ware good specimena 
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Mr. Robert Ferguson's Black Horee "Sampson," we consider very 
superior, combining muscular power, good movement and vital 
strength rarely equalled. 

To him we awarded the 1st premium, $10 

To Richard Hawley of Troy, Oakland co., for his black horse 

"Paul Joues," the 2d premium, 7 

To J. C. Huntington of Cassopolis, for his black horse "Defi- 
ance," the 3d premium, 4 
Horses for all work. 

As to horses for all work, the entries were quite numerous, the 
specimens very good, and of so nearly equal qualities as lo render 
choice somewhat difficult. After careful examinaiion however, and 
very full deliberation, the committee have unanimously awarded the 
premiums as follows: 

To "Young Morgan," 5 years old, owned by F. Keyes of Hills- 
dale, the 1st premium, $1 5 
To'^Ivanhoe," ten years old, owned by B. W. Phillips of La 

Grange, Cass co.. the 2d premium, 10 

To "Turk,'* twelve years old, owned by Amos Hbag of Adri- 
an, the 3d premium, 5 
The instructions to the committee render it necessary lo give our 
reasons for the conclusions to which we have arrived. 

The limited number of entries as draught horses, makes it unneces- 
sary to add anything in reference to that class. 

The very terms of the classification "horses for all work," com- 
pelled us to regard the qualities of the individual animal, rather than 
the purity of blood, in passing upon this class. The symmetry, size, 
colorand age of "Young Morgan," placed him in our opinion at the 
head of the list " Ivanhoe" would have been a successful compet- 
itor for that place, but for a blemish upon one limb, which time would 
not allow us to hear explained. 

Mr. Hoag's horse "Turk," is certainly a very superior animal. 
Your committee have seldom seen a horse of his size that possessed 
as fine style and action. 

In this connection, the committee beg leave to mention Mr. A, B. 
Peterson's bay horse "Brag Trotter," ten years old; one of the best 
specimens of horses we have ever seen. A slight defect in his move- 
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mtnt and a permanent defect in his wind, fatal to his usefulness, nei* 
ther of which had we opportunity to hear satisfactorily explained, de* 
prived him of the rank to which he would otherwise have been enti- 
tled. But his fine size, rich color, and very perfect form, entitle him 
to a liberal discretionary premium, in our opinion, should the execu- 
stive committee be disposed to award such in any case. 
Brood Mares. 

The number of entries of brood mares was large, and among 
them very many superior animals. And while the committee regret 
the limited number of premiums, depriving us of the power of doing 
full justice to the skill and enterprise of breeders, yet there are none 
omitted, whose qualities are so pre-eminent as to induce us to recom- 
mend them for a discretionary premium in the present infant state of 
the society. The action of the committee on this class, as on all oth- 
ers, was unanimous, and we have awarded the premiums as follows: 
To J. A. Austin of Plymouth, for his bay Mare, six years old, 

the 1st premium, $10 

To G. H. Bailey, Port Huron, for his bay Mare seven years 

old, the 2d premium, 7 

To Chas. Sly of Bloomfield, Oakland co., for his dark brown 

Mare, four years old, the 3d premium, 4 

Three years old Colts. 
The entries of three years old colts were not very numerous. Among 
them were a few fine specimens; but the appearance of mo6t of 
them convinced us that too many of our breeders have been deter- 
red from bringing in their good colts, through fear that somebody 
«lse would exhibit a superior. The consequence of which has been, 
Uiat the whole exhibition of three year old colts has fallen far short 
of justice to our State. Among the fine specimens to which we have 
alluded, we have awarded the premiums as follows: 
To George Chamberlain of Redford, Wayne co., for his chest- 
nut sorrel stallion, **Young Zack," the 1st premium, $10 
To L, H. Merritt, Niles, for his bay stallion, "Grand Sultan," 

the 2d premium, 7 

To Asa H. Otis of Greenfield, Wayne co., for his bay stall- 
ion, ''Giant," the 8d premium, 4 
10 



Digitized by 



Google 



74 

There were also several very excellent specimens of the thorough 
bred turf horse, which the committee were much pleased to see up- 
on the ground, and to which, had time permitted, we should have re» 
ferred with more particularity. They are splendid horses of their 
kind, and do credit to our State as well as to the refined taste of their 
owners. The committee having been advised that the funds of the 
society are sufficient to permit discretionary premiums for single and 
matched geldings, take pleasure in recommending Charles P. Bush's 
matched pair of bayd, for that purpose. They are of full size, of a 
rich color, precisely identical, excellent goers, would fill the hand» 
and eyes of any good reinsman and judge, and whether together or 
separate, are superior specimens of that noblest of animals. 

Mr. O. B. Blackmar of Moscow; Hillsdale co., also presented ai 
fine pair of blacks, four and five years old, full brothers and weU« 
matched, and are entitled to the very favorable consideration of the ex- 
ecutive committee. 

AH of which is respectfully submitted. 

CHAS. E. STUART, 
THOS. L. ACKER, 
PHINEAS WHITE, 
Committee on Horses, 

The executive committ '9, in pursuance of the above recommend- 
ation, awarded to C. P. Bush of Lansing, for his matched geldings, 
a premium of 97 

To Q. B. Blackmar of Moscow, for his matched geldings, a 
premium of b 

SHEEP. 

The committee on sheep congratulate the society and the farmers 
of the State upon the very fair show of sheep at their firstFair. In 
number and quality they are highly creditable. The committee con- 
sider it very important to the interest of the farmers in this State, 
that wool growing should become, if not the leading branch, at least 
one of the most considerable. 

There is a certainty in wool growing which renders it a desirable 
branch of agricultural production in any country, but especially in a 
State 80 situated as is this. 
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Imi^ Wooled Sheep. 

In this class there was but one entry. Owner, Col. J. Priiice, 
of Amherstburg, C. W.; to that they award the 1st premium, $5 

Merino Sheep and Grades — Bucks, 

For the best buck over 18 months old, J. F. Gilkey, Richland, 
Kalamazoo co., lst.premium, $5 

For the 2d best buck, Chas. £. Stuart of Kala- 
mazoo^ 2d do 2.50 

Ewes. 

For the best pen of five ewes, 2 years old, Chas. E. Stuart of 
Kalamazoo, 1st premium, #10 

For the 2d best do do do do William G. Gilkey, 
Richland, 2d premium, 5 

Grades. 

For the best pen of five ewes, Wm. Ten Eyck, 

Dearborn, 1st premium $10 

For the 2d best do do Calvin Akin, Avon, 2d do 5 

Saxons. 

For the best buck, Heman Castle, Royal Oak, 1st premium #5 
There were no middle wooled sheep on the grounds. There were 
however some South Downs, and if the executive committee consid- 
er them as coming within that denomination, then they award to John 
Kirk of Dearborn, for his South Down buck, the 1st premium, $b 
To Wm. Maiden of Redford, for pen of five South Down 
ewes, 1st premium, 10 

There is a large show of foreign sheep on the ground, which indi- 
cates that eastern wool growers begin to appreciate the importance 
of our position for profitable wool growing. Of these, the committee 
would especially recommend those brought in by the Messrs. Bing- 
ham, as worthy of the favorable notice of farmers. 

Of sheep exhibited, but not entered for premiums, the committee 
noticed a pen of sheep from Gov. Ransom, some of which would 
challenge competition with the best upon the ground. The commits 
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^e were pleased with samples of wool from Peters' Buffalo Wool 
Depot) showing the method of sorting at that establishment The 
t^ommittee are favorably impressed with the importance of the system 
to the wool growing interest, and trust it may meet the encourage- 
ment-it deserves. 

T. C. PETERS, 
R. S. BRIGHAM, 
JAMES TURRILL, 
J. F. GILKY, 

Committee an Sheep, 
JDetToit, Sept 26, 1849. 

SWIN8. 

The undersigned, committee on swine, would respectfully report, 
^hat after a full examination of the stock exhibited for premiums, we 
'Bward to Isaac Carr of Redford, for the best breeding sow, over 18 
months old, the 1st premium, $^ 

To Joseph Gray of Sonthfield, 2d do 3 

To Isaac Carr of Redford, for best lot of pigs, 1st do 4 

To Joseph Gray of Southfield, 2d do do 2d do a 

One boar exhibited without competition, and considered not wor- 
Jihy of premium. 

A. Y. MOON, 
LINUS CONE, 
WALTER GRAHAM, 
Committee on Stoine* 

VARM IMPLEMENTS. 

The committee on Farm Implements, beg leave to report the fol* 

lowing articles, viz: 

Best plow for general use, No. 21, B. Starbuck, Troy, N. Y, #10 

tlo do for stiff soils, No. 3, A Smith, Birmingham, Mich., 5 

do do for light sandy soil. No, 20, B. Starbuck, Troy, 5 

d6 sub-soil plow. No. 1, B. Starbuck, Troy, 6 

do side-hill do do 3, do '< 6 

do steel plow, A. Plants, Detroit, i 

^ lumber waggon, J. R Beebe^ JackioD» % 
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Best reaping' machine, T. S. Sprague, I^etroit; #5^ 

da grain cradle, R. Simmons, Farmington, ? 

do horse power, Geo. W» Merrill, Bloomfield, 10 

do thrashing maahine, George W. Merrill, Bloomfield;. 10 

do harrow, Joseph B. Springer, Livonia, 3 

do horse rake, Dean Swift, Detroit, 3^ 

, do com and turnip planter, T. S. Sprague, Detroit, ^ 

do fanning mill, A. Hyde, Watervleit, Berrien county^. 3 

do hay cutter, D. & W. ^ Penfield, Dtetroit, 3 

do^ corn sheller, D. dc W. S. Penfield^ Detroit,. 3 

do churn, H. Colton, Plymouth, 2. 

do bee hive, S. B. Noble, 2. 

do hand rake, E. B. Root, Monroe, 1 

do 12 corn brooms. Wattles & Duncan^ Troy,. 1 

do field roller. Wilder and Walker, Detroit, • 3- 

do corn cultivator, A. W. fngraham, Napoleon, 3^ 

da wheat drill, Seymour, East Bloomfield^, 3 

do wheat cultivator, H. Richmond, Monroe, 3- 
do collection of farm implements manufactured in Michigan; 

B. H. Brainard, Jackson, 5 

In addition to the above, we have exammed cider press, exhibited 

by N. G. Renwick, which we consider a valuable invention. Also,. 

a straw and hay cutting machine, which came too hate to compete^ 

for a premium^bul we consided it well worthy of notice. 

AM of which is respectfully submitted. 

H. GRAY, 

DAVID THOMPSON, 
DOW CRIPPIN, 
Committee on Farm Implements. 
Detroit, 25tk Seplemder, 1849- 

PLOWING- MATCRV 

The Committee on Plows and Plowing report, that the competit- 
ors for the premiums at the plowing match were 
Hiram R. Andrews, of Detroit, 
J. A. Peck, of Pontiac, 
William Besley, of Waterford, Oakland county. 
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The ground selecM wjas gre^mswiird, timothy sod. Mr. An* 
drews' team plowed i of an acre in forty-three minutea; the work- 
manship, considering the very dry stote.of the ground, first rate. The 
committee unanimously awarded to him the let premium, SI O 

Mr. Peck's team plowed i of an acre in thirty- eight. minutes. The 
plowing, considering the circumstances, was done very well. The 
Committee award to him the 2d premium, 4I& 

Mr. Besley's team plowed \ of an acre in fifty-eight minutes. His 
team was young, but did themselves much credit. 

The plow used by Mr. Andrews, was Eagle No. 6 ; Nourse, Rug- 
gles &; Mason, Boston, Mass. 

The plow used by Mr. Peck, was Starbuck's No. 21, manufactured 
at Troy, N. Y. 

The plow used by Mr. Besley, was Eagle No. 22, manufactured 
by Nourse, Kuggles dz; Mason. 

There was but one ox team entered for plowing; that was by M* 
L. Fuller, of Milford, Oakland county. They were a splended^ 
heavy, matched, red team, and plowed in a splendid manner, with A. 
Smith 6d Son's sub-soil plow, of Birmingham, Oakland county. First 
premium for cattle plowing, $10 

Specimens of plowing were shown by the Gang plow, both on 
stubble and green-sward, and it certainly worked well Premium, 85 

Likewise by the steel plow, manufactured by A. Pentz, of Detroit, 
which the committee believe to be a very superior plow for smooth 
green-sward. 

Taking all things into consideration, the committee believe that 
Nourse, Ruggles dz; Mason's plow, all things considered, is the best 
for the Michigan farmer; although they connot too strongly recom- 
mend A. Smith & Sou's sub-soil plow, for old land, as it certainly 
works well, 

CHARLES P. BUSH, 
JACOB SUMMERS, 
WILLIAM DOUGHEtlTY, 
Committee on Plows and Plowing. 

Detroit, 2etk September, 1849. 



Digitized by 



Google 



79 



BinTKR AND CHEESE. 

The committee on Butter and Cheese, having carefully examined 
the various lots exhibited, would submit the following report: 

No specimen of old cheese being exhibited, the committee would 
recommend the following premiums on new cheese: 

J. Griffith, Farmington, 1st premium, $5 

John Trowbridge, Southfield, premium, 3 

Jereh Scott, Ply moth, premium, 3 

Best lot of butler in rolls, Mrs. J. B. Hunt, Pontiac, 1st premium, 5 
Best lot of butter in crocks, I. Chamberlain, Bedford, 1st premium, 5 
Cyrus Fuller, Livonia, premium, 1 

James Smith, Greenfield, premium, 1 

J. Kirk, Dearborn, premium, 1 

O. S. Gulley, Dearborn, premium, 1 

S. Goodwin, Royal Oak. premium, 1 

R. C. Walker, Grosse Point, premium, I 

All of which is respectfully submitted by 

A. WALES, 
J. SHEARER, 
AMOS HOAG, 
Committee on Butter and Cheese, 
Detroit, 26/* September, 1849. 

DOMESTIC MANUFACTURES. 

The committee on Domestic Manufactures respectfully report, that 
they have been greatly interested in the discharge of their duties, 
both with the variety and excellence of the specimens which they 
have examined ; and they cannot forbear to recommend the awarding 
of many premiums not specified in the schedule. 

We have adjudged the premiums named in the schedule as follows: 
Best pair woolen blankets, Mrs. J. Jones, Dearborn, $3 

Two pair plaid woolen blankets, O. Parker, Detroit, 2 

Pair white woolen blankets, Mrs. William Cook, Detroit, 2 

Piece white flannel, B. Phelps, Waterford, 3 

do two ply ingrain carpeting, J. Henderson, Pontiac, 3 
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Piece striped carpeting; Aaron Eames, Eafamazoo coantyr ^^ 

do ingrain carpeting, Mrs. J. Niles, Troy, t 

do rag carpet, A. Randolph, Northviile, ^ 

do striped rag carpet, A. Gregg, Detroit, 2 

' do carpeting, Lucy Markiwrn, Northville, 1 

da do Mrs. A. L. Stevens, Nankin, I 

Pair ladies' woolen hose, Mrs. J. Bailey, Troy, ^ 
^ pair ladies woolen hose. Miss Caroline K. Sawyer, Grand Blanc, I 

Pair do do do dc do do do 1 

do do worsted do Mrs. J. Warner, Plymouth, 1 

Rug, Mrs. William Cook, Detroit, '2 

do Miss Lyon, Detroit, 1 

Pair boots, E. Famsworth, Detroit, 2* 

do 2d quality boots^ P. Babbilion, Detroit,. 1 

Lot brushes, Eddy & Brother, Detroit, 3 

Organ piano, Mr. Nutting, Romeo, 4 

Piano Forte, A. Schonacker, Detroit, 3 

Copper marking plate, Mr. Morgan, Dietroit, 1 

Mammoth bird cage, J. C. Baughman, Detroit, I 

Double harness, P. W. Sage, Ypsilanti, 2 

Bour's boot last, H. Bovie^ Plymouth, 1 

Harness and sole leather, Ladue & Eldred, Detroit, 1 

Moddle grain drill, B. Barllett, Novi, "Z 

Coat, H. Glover, Detroit, 1 

Morocco and lamb skins,. J. Ladue, Detroit^ 2 

Shawls^ D. Kellogg, Skaneateles, N. Y., I 

Long shawls, J. J. Cook, Maumee, Ohio^ 2 

Fancy baskets, N. W. Morgan, Dfetroit, I 

Clevis, Richmond Simmons, Farmington, 1 

2 bbls. cider, Cyrus Clark, Troy, 1 

Steam engine, De Graff 6s Kendrick, Detroit, S 

Buggy Waggon, J. C. Baughman^ Detroit, 2 

Smith's smut machine, L. Smith, Troy, N. Y., 2 
The committee beg leave to call special attention to a beautiful and 
well manufactured assortment of carriages, exhibited by M. L. Brad- 
ley, of Connecticut,, who is about establishing hk manufactory in De- 
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troit A most desirable ad^itioa to the neehanical jii^terestg of the 
State. 

J. R. KELLOGG, 
CHARLES G. HAMMOND, 
DANIEL GODFROY, 
Committee on Domestic Manufactures. 
Dttroii,%mh September, 1849. 

NEEDLE, SHELL, WAX WORK, PAINTING, AC. 

The committee on Needle, Shell, Wax Work, Drawings, Paintings, 

&;c., respectfully recommend the award of the following premiums: 

Best ornamental needle work, Mrs. J. Apel, Detroit, $2 

do ottoman cover, Miss Trowbridge, Detroit, 2 

do variety of worsted work, Mrs. B. G. Stimson, Detroit, 2 

Group of flowers, Mrs. R. W. Van Fossen, Ypsilanti, % 

Woolen shawl, Mrs. J. T. Wilder, Nankin, 2 

Worked quilt, Mrs. F. Buhl, Detroit, 2 

White quilt, Miss Caroline K. Sawyer, Grand Blanc, 2 

Best silk patdi-work quilt, Miss Mary S. Palmer, Detroit, 2 

do straw bonnet, T. B. Eldred, Detroit, 2 

do lace cape, Mrs. G. B. Pease, Detroit, 2 

do ornamental shell work, Mrs. E. Bingham, Detroit, 2 

Wax flowers. Miss Sarah Wilder, Detroit, 2 

Hair work, Mrs. D. Lemcke, Detroit^ 1 

Silk quilt, Mrs. Taylor, Chicago, 

Ottoman, Mrs. E. Willard, Detroit, 

Net work quilt, Mrs. T. Caton, Detroit, 

Worsted work, Mrs. J. G. Hill» Detroit, 

Crochet shawl, Mrs. Montgomery, Detroit, 

Woolen shawl, A. Becker, Bedford, 

White quilt, J. R. Kellogg, Allegan, 

Busts and statuary, T. D. Jones, Detroit, 5 

Paguerreotypes, James E. Martin, Detroit, .3 

do W. C. Nonb, Ann Arbor, S 

Paintings, Mr. Duncanson, Detroit, . . .^ 

A splendid lot of bousel^old farniture, exhibited by Messrs. QowiUliol 
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fr Afery of Betroit, wldclh we eoamdar aqad to fho best Fronefa, a 
promiam of 9B 

A. R, TERRY. 

W. N. CARPENTER, 

SAMUEL A. MoCOSKRT. 

HENRY LEDYARD, 

Committee. 

FEUIT8 AirP FLOWKB8. 

The undersigned, judges of the Fruits and Flowers exhibited at 
the present State Fair, in pursuance of the orders to that efiect, met 
at Floral Hall on the 26th inst., and after a careful examination of 
the various . articles therein exhibited, judged the following list of 
Fruits and Flowers worthy of premiums, and have awarded them as 
follows, viz: 

Applet. 
Best and greatest number of varieties of good table apples, James 

Dougall, Amherstburgh, C. W., 1st premium, $5 

2d best and greatest number of varieties of good table apples, 

E. D. Lay, Ypsilanti, 2d premium, 3 

Best single variety, E. D. Lay, Ypei)anti, 3 

2d best single variety, Cyrus Clark, Troy, 1 

Best six varieties winter apples, Hubbard & Davis, Troy, 3 

2d best six varieties winter apples, E. D. Lay, Ypttlanti, 2 

Pears. 
Best and greatest number of varieties of good pears^ J. Dougall, 

Amherstburgh, C. W., Ist premium, 3 

2d best and greatest number of varieties of good pears, B. 6. 

Stimson, Detroit, % 

A beautiful specimen of Stevens' Genesee pear, C. Clarlc, Troy, I 

Peaches. 

Best six varieties peaches^ B. C. Iloyt, 8l Joseph, 3 

do twelve peaches, Doct. Cobb, Detroit^ 3 

2d best twelve peeches, Hubbard & Davis, Troy, 1 

Best seedling variety, Mr. Davy. Warren, 2 

2d beet seedling variety, J. Doogall, Amheretbnrgb, C. W., 1 
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IBest collection of plums, A. G. Eastman, Adiiant #3 

Nectarines, 

Best collection Nectarines, Dr. L. Cavalli, Detroit, 2 

Quincee. 

Best twelve Portugal quinces, A. L. Stevens, Nankin, 8 

^d best twelve Portugal quinces, Hubbard & Davis, Troy, 2 

Chrapes. 

Best coL native grapes grown in open air, J. C. Holmes, Detroit, 3 

12d best callection do do do Hubbard 6c Davis, Troy, 2 

Best single variety grapes, J. H. Bagg, Detroit, 2 

2d best single variety grapes, J. Aspinall, Detroit 1 

Wines. 
Six bottles native wine, A. C. Hubbard, Troy, 8 

Three bottles currant and honey wine, B. O. Stimson. ^ 

Flowers, 
Best and greatest variety cut flowers, Langelier & Mixer, Detroit, 2 
Best and greatest variety of dahlias, William Adair, Detroit, 2 

do ten dissimilar blooms, J. Dougall, Amherstburgh, C. W., 
do collection green house plants, J. Ford, Detroit, 
6o floral design, Mrs. George DufReld, Detroit, 2 

do round boquet. Miss Susan Strong, Detroit, 
do flat boquet, William Adair, Detroit, ** 

Round boquet, B. G. Stimson, Detroit, 
Boquet of Roses, B. G. Stimson, Detroit, 
Floral design, Langelier & Mixer, Detroit, 
Moss basket, Mrs. Mark Norris, Ypsilanti, 
To the Detroit Horticultural Society, through their committee 
of decoration, for their ' Flora) Temple,' a premium of 10 

The committee deem it proper to state that one of its members, 
to whom premiums were awarded, did not participate in the distri- 
bution of those for which he was a competitor. 

A. W. BUEL, 
H. W. ROGERS, 
JAMES DOUGALL, 
CommiUee (m FrviU and Flowers. 
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VSOBTABLE8. 

The committt&e oti Vegetables, having examined th© sevenil sped* 
mens presented in their department, beg leave to report the following 
awards, viz: 

6 best stalks celery, • » « ■ ' ■■■■ $2 

3 do cauliflowers, T. S. S^rague, Detroit, I 

6 do blood beets, W. Y. Patterson, Springw^Us, 
6 do parsnips, W. Crabb, Detroit, 
12 do onions, W, Crabb, do 
3 do cabbages, W. Crabby do 
12 do tomatoes, J. Ford, do 

2 do purple egg plants, J. Fordt Detroit^ 
Best sweet potatoes, T. S. Sprague, do 

do bunch double parsley, J. Ford, do 

3 best squashes, Mr. Peareaux, do 
Best and greatest variety vegetables, J. C. Holmes, Detroit^ 

do variety seedling potatoes, J» C. Williams, Detroit, 
2 egg plants, Mr. Egans, Chicago, 
1 peck black Spanish radishes, T. S. Spragufe, 

8 mangel wurzel, W. T. Howell, Jonesville, 
1 .white sugar beet, W. T. Howell, Jonesville, 

9 pumpkins on one^vine, aggregate weight 30oi lbs., S. Dunn, 
Plymouth, 

1 bushel flesh colored potatoes from an acre producing 420 bush- 
els, A. B. Gulley, Dearborn, 

12 tomatons, E. W. Peck, Troy, 

2 large black Spanish water melons, W. Knowlton, Dearborn, 
Best sample corn, Judge Bond, Niles, 

N. G. ISBELL, 
E. S. SMITH, 
WILLIAM ANDERSON, 
Commillee on Vegetables, 
Detroit, 26th September, 1850. 
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FLOUR AND GRAIN. 

Ftour. 
The committee on Flour and Grain would report that Ihejf have 
awarded the first premium, on, (k^nx to Messrs. Nilcs d? Barkham> 
« Rochester City Mills,*' $5 

To P. Paddock, " Strait's Mills," 2d premium, 3 

To D. D. Sloan & Co., *^ Dover Mills," 3d premium, 2 

To Parker & Dwly, North ville, *' Argo Mills,"- 1 

To Cushman & Cowlane> " Cushman's Mills," Battle Creek, I 

Cx)rn, Meal, 

Parker & E)^y> "Argo Mills," 1st premium, 3 

Wheat. 

Best wfcntw wheat, (white flint,) W. F. Btamble, Northville, & 

VV. C. Hughes, Dixboro,. (dwarf wheat,) \ 

William Dougherty, (Tuscany wheat,) X 

Oats^ 
B^st sample oats, J. B. Springer, Livonia, (potato oats,), ^ 

2d best do do Cyrua Clark, Troy, « *' 1 

Gorn. 
Best sample of one bushel of corn, J. B. Springer, Ltvonia,. 3 

Eight rowed corn, E, R^ Kearsley, Detroit, 1 

Best 2 acr^ corn, eight rowed,. 12.0, bushels shelled per acre, 

J. Holmes Agnew, Ann Arbor,. 1st premium, 5, 

2d best 2 acres, 128 bushels, yellow dent, i.a ear, Wm. Heartt, 
Ypsilanti, 2d premium, 3*. 

Pt>tatoes. 
Best 2 acres potatoes, 420 bushels per acre, A. B. Gulley, 

Dearborn, 1st premium, 5 

2d best 2 acres potatoes, 360 bushels per acre, Mark Norris, 
Ypsilanti, 3 

M. SHOEMAKER, 
F. S. SNOW, 
A, B. MATHEWS, 
Committee on Flour and Grain, 
Detroit, 2eth Septmbery 1849. 
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The committee upon Agricultnral Essays, respeetfully report, that, 
after ft careful examination of the various papers submitted to its 
judgment, the premium of ten dollara '* for the best essay on the 
culture of wheat" be awarded to John G. Morse, of Ann Arbor^ 
Washtenaw county; and it is recommended that the essay thus ap- 
proved be published with the transactions of the Society. Th* es- 
says offered to the committee for the second premium within its dis* 
posal are returned to the Executive Committee without an award, 
none of them quite conforming to the design of the Society in offer- 
ing its premiums. 



Respectfully, 



CHARLES NOBLE, 
CHARLES A LOOMIS, 
WARNER WING, 
JAMES B. HUNT, 

Committee. 



Detroit, September Ubtk^ 1849. 



MI8CELLBNE0US ARTICLES. 

The committee on Miscellaneous Articles report the following 
awards: 

Ledger and illuminated bible, A. S. Aagg, Detroit, 92 

Case gold and silver ware, Valentine & Or u well, Detroit, 3 

Case gold pens, Piquette & Fairchild, Detroit, 1 

2 wigs, H. Clay, Detroit, 1 
Case dental instruments and set of teeth, Whiting & Brother, 

Detroit, 2 

Set teeth, G. P. Bennett, Jackson, I 

Case confecUonary, W. Phelps, Detroit, 1 

Copper boiler and tea kettle, C. S. Goodrich, Anm Arbor> 1 

Force pump and crochet copper pipe, Lewis Frumville, Detroit, 3 

Lot cow bells, 0. Starr, Royal Oak, 1 

Washing machine, Mr. Sabin, Battle Creek, \ 

Cider mill and press, R. G. Renwick, 3 

Pressed brick, A. Wood, Springwells, 1 

Brass seive and iron wire screen, W. Snow, Detioit 1 
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Lot edge lools, J. Bums ds Co., CoUwatar, fa 

Bonch pcrow, N; F. Qriswold ds Son, Detroit. 1 

Lot hay rakes, C. C. Farrar, RomeO^ 1 

Lot clothes piDs, C. G. Famr, Romeo, 1 

Rotary force pump, H. W. Carey, Brockport, N. T^ 1 

Wheat, platform and counter scales, Durgee ds Forsyth, Rocbeih 

ter. New York, 1 

Vulcanised rubber hose, from Boston Belting Company, E. A. 
Lansing, agent, Detroit, 1 

' A new and beautiful fire engine was brought upon the ground by 
Eagle Fire Company No. 2, of the city of Detroit. The machine 
was manufactured by James Smith of New York. It is a lever en* 
gine, cylender 8 inches diameter, 9 inches stroke, 20 feet brake, 
cost, delivered in Detroit, induding ornaments, $875 00. 

JACOB BEESON, 
JOHN BIDDLE, 
WILLIAM H. POWELL, 
Cammttee on Miicettanwus ArHek*. 
Detroit, September Wtk, 1850. 
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Statements of Exhibitors. 



HORSES. 

Joseph Hawley^s statement. 

The horse " Paul Jones,'' owned by the undersigned, was raised 
in Mercer county, Penn., and is out of the celebrated hor^e ** Paul 
Jones," whose name he bears. When four years old he was pur- 
chased from the original owner by Hawley and Co., who subsequent- 
ly brought him to this city in the fal^of 1844, 

The three succeeding springs he stood as a stock horse, one of 
his principal stopping places being Royal Oak. The last two 
springs, (1848 and 1849,) he did not stand, in consequence of 
the then owners,. Hawley & Co., not being able to spare him from 
his accustomed work. He was nine years old last July. His pre- 
sent weight is 1385 lbs. He is believed to be perfectly sound. He 
has no known vice whatever, but on the contrary, is as gentle and 
tractable as could be desired in a family horse. His strength has 
never been fully tested, but it can safely be said that he is a horse of 
unusual power and endurance. Mr. Mason, who has attended and 
taken care of him and drove him for the last five years, with the ex- 
ception of a single season, says that he has never known him to be 
sick, but on the contrary he has always, without the loss of a single 
day, performed his accustomed work. 

Some of his colts, it is expected, will be exhibited at the Fair, and 
will speak for themselves. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

JOSEPH HAWLEY. 

Detroit^ ^eih September^ 1849. 
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Heman Castle^s Statement, 

The stock exhibited by me at the Michigan Stale Agricultural So- 
ciety's first Annual Fair, was as foltews, viz: 

One four year old red heifer and calf. The calf is four months 
and ten days old, kept as foHows: for the last four weeks the heifer 
has been fed with eight quarts of bran and green corn per day and 
run to pasture. The calf has run with the heifer and Had no other 
keeping. The calf is half Devon. 

One chestnut mare and colt The mare is eight years old, ffie 
colt five months. The mare was sired by a Hickory horse, and the 
colt by a Rockingham horse. They have run to pasture, with no 
extra keeping. I have worked the mare occasionally. 

One white breeding sow of the Russia breed, two years old last 
spring. First year she had six pigs, which were butchered at nine 
ntonths old; average weight, 228 lbs. This season she had twelve 
pigs and lost them. She keeps remarkably easy. 

One full blooded saxon buck, three years old; kept on grass only. 

Also one buck lamb, half blood saxon, five months old. 

HEMAN CASTLE. 

Boij<il Oak, September '2Stk, 184&. 

GANG PLOW. 

Nathan Bakefs statement. 
The gang of three plows was invented and manufactured by Na- 
than Baker, of Flowerfield, St. Joseph county, Michigan. He claims 
that they are drawn by less power, there being no friction upon the 
bottom as other plows, and all the weight of the furrows being car- 
ried upon wheels. Also, three plows, cutting twelve inches each, are 
operated by four horses, thereby saving the labor of two horses and 
two drivers from the ordinary mode of plowing. For very deep and 
heavy plowing, two plows may be used; and for very light or cross 
plowing, four plows may be used, as the farmer may choose. 

FBUIT. 

J, B, Springer^s statement. 
In the year 1832 one pf my neighbors planted a large lot of apple 
seeds. In the spring of 1835, these trees being then three years o)d> 
12 
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I took up teveral of the best formed and healthiest looking trees in 

the lot, and set them for an orchard. As the trees came into bearing, 

I found that the fruit of most of them was worthlesa As fast as I 

proved them unworthy of cultivation, I headed them down and engraft 

led them with the best varieties I could obtain, so that now I have many 

fine varieties in bearing* The fruit which I exhibit was taken from 

one of the seedling trees. I consider it a valuable fruit, therefore have 

never engrafted the tree, but have furnished scions from it to many of 

fl^ neighbors that they may propagate it 

The tree is now (1849) sixteen years from the seed and thirteen 

from the time of transplanting. It measures fourteen inches in diam- 

•etor at the butt, and eleven inches at the lower branches. The head 

is thirty feet in diameter through the center and beautifully formed. ' 

The tree is a thrifty grower, a great and regular bearer. The fruit is 

of medium size, oblong, narrowing towards the eye. Stock short, 

slender, set in a deep cavity. Calyx closed, set in a round, smooth, 

deep cavity. Skin greenish yellow, with spots and splashes of russe* ; 

many small black dots. Specimens that are most exposed to the sun 

show a dull red cheek. Flesh white, juicy, tender, with a brisk high 

aromatic flavor. Ripe from September to January. 

J. B. SPRINGER. 
Livonia, September, 1849. 

PLOUR. 

Baker dt 8prague*s statement. 

We hereby certify that on this 19th day of September, A. D. 1849, 

there was weighed and ground under our inspection, in the ^^Gushman 

Mills," at Battle Creek, 20 bushels and 49i pounds of the Soule's 

wheat, grown by Caleb Eldred, jr., of Climax, Kalamazoo countyi 

which produced five barrels and seventy-four pounds of flour; one 

of which is forwarded by Mr. Henry J. Cushman to the State Fair, 

and is a fair sample of the whole amount produced from the said 

wheat 

HARRY BARKER, 

CHESTER a SPRAGUE, 

mUeri, 
C. C. Tebm, Clerk. 
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OOUI. 

J. Holmes Agntto^s statement. 

Ann Arbor, Sept. 2&th, 1849. 

Dear Sir— ^I design to compete for the premium on Indian corn, 

and nball have my certificate before you in season, I hope. I have 

two acres and more, which will yield over an hundred bushels of 

shelled corn per acre. 

With high respect, 

J. HOLMES AGNEW. 

This IS to certify that I have raised on two acres and more, Indian 

corn, (the eight rowed corn,) at the rate of 120 bushels an acre. Soil 

sandy loam, light manuring, no hoeing, worked twice with cultivator. 

Land had been in pasture for severjj years; plowed first in the fall, 

again in the spring. 

J. HOLMES AGNEW, ' 

Ann Arbor, Washtenaw county. 

State of Michigan, 1 
Washtenaw county, ^ ^' J. Holmes Agnew of said county, be- 
ing duly sworn, says that the facts set forth in the above c«tificate are 

true, as he verily believes. 

J. HOLMES AGNEW. 

Sworn a^d subscribed this 25tb day of Sept., 1849. 

JAMES M. WALKER. 

Notary Public, 
William HeartVs statement. 
To the Committee on Crops, Michigan State Fair: 

The subscriber begs leave to report that he has raised a crop of 
corn during the present season, as follows: Three or four acres, 
planted 10th to 12th May, in drills 3} feet apart, and each grain about 
10 inches apart in the drill. Hoed twice and plowed once. Harves- 
ted one half acre, the description and yield of which is given in the 

accompanying affidavit. 

WM. HEARTT. 
Tpsilanti, Washtenaw co.. Sept 2ith, 1849. 

Washtenaw County: 

Israel B. Coif being duly sworn before me, the 
undersigned, justice of the peace, says, that on or about the 18th day 
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of September instant, at fpsilantijn said county, be measured sixty- 
four bushels good sound yellow dent corn,. in the ear, from an average 
half acre of ground, which he also measured^ and also from the sarae 
half acre three and one forth bushels of second <}uali|y corn, taken 
from a field of about lour acres. * 

ISRAEL R COLF. 
Subscribed and sworn before me, Sept. 24th, 1849. 

S. Q. MILES, 

Justice of the Peaeii. 

P0TAT0K8. 

Mark Norris^ statement 
'l*he last of May I plowed in over three acres of clover or grass 
land, marked it off into rows ed^h way, three feet apart, and planted 
it to i^otatoes about the Ist of June, putting only one potatoe into a hill. 
I hoed the same but once after passing both ways with a horse and 
cultivator. On the 24th day of September I dug two. square rodsof 
these potatoes in four diiTerent places in said lot, and they measured 
4^ bushels; which would average throe hundred and sixty bushels to 
the acre. The sample which is here presented were all dug from six 
hilb, three feet apart.. 

MARK NOaRIS. 

State of Michigan, > 
Washtenaw County^ \ ' ^' Mark Norcis, of Ypsilanti, in said 

county, being duly sworn, says that the foregoing statement by him 

made is true. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me Sept. 25, 1649. 

C. JOSLIN, 

Justice ofihePeati, 
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Address of the Hon. E. H. Lothrop, Sept. «6, 1849. ' 



Mr, President and Gentlemen of tJte Michigan State Agricultural 
Society: 

I know of no better greeting on tho» present occasion, brother 
farmers, than to congratulate you upon the new and deep interest 
that is beginning to manifest itself among the agricultural classes of 
our State. The establishment wiihin a short time of agriculture! 
associations and fairs in many of the counties of the State — the 
large and respectable assembly which has greeted this the first meet- 
ing of our State Society with their presence — the number and 
beauty of the animals in your pens — the well contested ploughing 
match — the rich and choice products of the dairy — the exhibitibn of 
articles of domestic manufacture, elegant and varied in their quali^ 
ties — the fruits arid flowers which have graced this exhibition in 
their richness, beauty and abundance, together with the numerous 
and beautiful specimens of the cunning workmanship of ingenuous 
hands> all made for our use and enjoyment, are all witnesses that the. 
spirit of improvement is abroad in our State , and indicate that a bet* 
ter and brighter day is dawning upon us. 

As the advancement of the cause of agriculture was the para* 
mount object contemplated in the formation of this society> although 
it may and undoubtedly does embrace wiihin its scope, other inter- 
ests and other pursuits, 1 shall address myself at this time almost 
exclusively to the farmers of our State. 

In the first place our profession and occupation should occupy no 
second place in the estimation of mankind. 

From time immemorial it has been acknowledged and proclaimed 
by statesmen and political economists, ^'that agriculture is the prime 
source and basis of ^\\ national wealth and prosperity.'- It is tAe 
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fottndatioirof the sustenaoce, the comforts and e?en the laxuriee of 
society. It supplies the necessaries of life and furnishes most ottHm 
materials of manufactures and commerce. It spreads the table of 
the cottage, provides the substantial comforts of the middle classes 
and administers to the luxuries of the rich. It feeds, it clothes, it 
Tumishes directly or indirectly employment for almost the whole 
community. In fact it is the basis on which rests every other de^ 
partment of human industry, and is at once the cause and evidenee 
of civilization. No nation has ever made much progress in civiji* 
zation, without making corresponding progress in the arts of agricul- 
ture. When nations subsist entirely by the chase, they are always 
savages. When they subsist by pasturage they are only one degree 
removed from the savage state,, and the arts of civilization can hardly 
be said to have dawned upon them. Each of these classes always 
manifest among themselves the same predatory spirit, the same dis* 
regard of the rights of others, the same looseness of principle as It 
respects individual property, and very little progress is made among 
them in the cultivation of the social afiections or in the establishment 
of the lowest, plainest and fundamental principles of moral duty. 
But when nations begin to cultivate the earth as a principal means 
of subsistence; when individuals plant themselves upon particular 
and fixed portions of the earth's surface to obtain their subsistence 
from the fruits thereof, the products of their own labor, a foundation 
is laid for something like a regular government, law, order, a regard 
for the rights of individuals and protection of private property. 
From this period improvement in agriculture and amelioration in 
government mutually act and favor each other. The improvements 
made in agriculture require a corresponding amelioration in govern- 
ment, and as the government makes greater and greater progress 
towards perfection, reacts upon agriculture and accelerates its pro- 
gress. In the course of time, manufactures and commerce spring 
up as the necessary result of an enlarged, extended and greatly im- 
proved agriculture, and we at last see that elevated state of civiliza- 
tion which we now enjoy." 

In the second place, our profession is no less dignified than it is 
useful and necessary. 
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As to the dignity which belongs to the pursuit of agri^rohure, the 
illustrious Franklin has declared ** agriculture to be the most honor* 
able of all employments, being the most independent The far- 
mer,'' says he, '* has no need of popular favor, or of the faror of the 
great; the success of his crops depending upon the blessing of God 
upon his honest industry/' The occupation of the farmer is not 
only honorable as being the first pursuit of man, and as having En- 
gaged the attention of many virtuous and illustrious men in every 
age, but it is the most honorable for the precise reason stated by Dr. 
Franklin, "it is the most independent/' The other pursuits of man, 
in all their diversified forms, depend in a greater or less degree upon 
the success of those who exert their energies in other avocatiocs — 
the merchant depends upon the farmer and manufacturer — the me- 
chanic upon the farmer and merchant and the professional man upon 
all of them; but Franklin, as well as the experience of ages, pro- 
claims that "the farmer is* independent of all, save the blessing of 
God upon his honest industry." 

Washington, the father of his country, and no less skilful and ac- 
complished in rural and agricultural pursuits than in leading the 
armies of his country to victory or in guiding the helm of state, 
testifies ''that he knew of no pursuit more dignified and honorable, 
or in which more real and important services can be rendered to any 
country than by improving its agriculture." 

Then occupying such a proud position in the industrial world, 
ought we not at once to look about us, and inquire whether the 
business of agriculture, as practiced in our State, is not susceptible 
of great and radical improvement. 

^'If it can be shown that my neighbor can raise twice the qoanti- 
ty of any vegetable upon an acre, which I can raise upon a similar 
and an adjoining one; or if in the same time and with the same ex- 
pense which I require to raise an animal of a given value, he caiv 
raise one of twice or thrice the value, no further proof can be want- 
ed, to show that my system of management needs improvement If 
in another State or country, in a similar climate and temperuture, or 
whose primitive soil is no better, or not as good as ours, better crops 
and better animals are produced^ the conclusion is irresistable, that 
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our maoagemont is in fault and needs imprevemeDt'' To doubt 
that this is so, would be to insult .your intelligenGe, and contradict 
your every day observation. There is scarcely a vegetable among 
the common productions of this State, but that some enterprising 
farmer among us has s-hown by experiment that the common yield 
is not one-fourth, or -one-third part of what may be produced by the 
same labor and expense upoti the samegrouud. 

I now come to the question, why is this so? why are the great 
body of our farmers, living in the jnidst of braliiant examples by a 
few individuals, enticing them on to the road of improvement, with 
light shining in upon them from numerous sources, so prone to shut 
their eyes upon their own best interests, and to travel on, age after 
age in the footsteps of those who preceded them? 

1 answer, in the first place, we as a class, are comparatively igoo- 
rant of the elementary principles of our profession and vocation. 

How little the great mass of us know of the primitive earths of 
which our soil is compounded, and of the proper proportions of each* 
necessary to the composition of a good and productive soil; how lit- 
tle we understand the na-ture of different soils, the economy of ma- 
nures, and the adaptation of particular kinds of manures to particu- 
lar soils. How little we know of the habits, the wants and the phy- 
siology of the plants we commonly cultivate. About all we know, 
•is that if we put good seed into the ground, and if it be not to wet 
or to dry, it will vegetate and spring up; but that it will bear fi;uit in 
perfection, we are not certain until the ear is ripe for the harvest. A 
knowledge of the constituent elements of the soil we cultivate; its 
excesses and deficiences, with their remedies, its adaptation to tlie 
production of such varieties of plants as we may desire to cultivate, 
is as necesrary to the farmer as a knowledge of the science of as- 
tronomy is to one exploring the Heavens in search of a new planet, 
or in fixing the locality of one already discovered. No great improve- 
ment in agriculture can be reasonably expected without this knowl- 
edge. 

The second obstacle to agricultural improvement exists in the fact 
that we commonly undertake the culture of more land than we have 
the ability to cultivate well, even with the experience and knowledge 
we now possess. 
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This evU hasaoxi always wil! 6ieist to a gi^ater azteiit in a n^m 
ihan in an old set'Jed country. The facilities of obtaining land in a 
hewly settled country, the almost spontaneous} productions of a vir- 
gin soil, are the evil spirits which tempt us to surround ourselves 
with hutidreds and thousands of acres, and to undertake the cultiva- 
tion of the whole of it, when, for all economical purposes, a far less 
number of acres would add length of days and satisfaction to our 
existence, and dollars to our purses. The earth is always a bounti- 
ful mother to her children, and none more so than the soil of Michi- 
gan. For many years she will reward the children of her adoption 
more than a hundred fold, even without one folnd and endearing re* 
turn. But, as the word "Ftww" is written upon every thing in the 
natural world, this unrequited liberality tnust have an end. We al- 
ready begin to see manifestations of this in the older settled portions 
of our State. Many fields which, a fe# years ago, annually produ- 
ced from twenty to tiiirty bushels of wheat per acre, now lay clad 
in sorrel — Nature's grave-clothes — the emblem of a deteriorated 
and worn oul soil. 

This brings me to speak on the proper size of farms. Says an 
experienced and accomplished writer, ^'It can be said that he is the 
best farmer, as fair as agriculture is economically considered, whether 
he cultivates much or little, who obtains the greatest amount of pro- 
duce in the greatest perfection at the least expense." Your farm is 
too large, when, from its size, any part of it is necessarily left un« 
productive and half-cultivated. Your farm is too large, when, from 
the want 6f capital or the amount of labor at command, you cannot 
make it produce more than ten bushels of wheat, thirty bushels of 
•corn, and one ton of hay per acre. It is capable of producing thrice 
that amount under proper and judicious management, and the appli- 
cation of the necessary amount of capital and labor to it. Your 
farm is too large when you cannot fence it, or suffer the fences to 
py to decay without any repairs, endangering the security of your 
i^rops, and teaching your cattle aod those of your neighbors to be- 
come unruly; wiien you suffer your hedgerows to spring up and 
grow unmolested by your fences, annually encroaching upon your 
sillage; mkum you suffer your swales and marsh^meadows to gro# 
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up whh rushes, flaj^, sedge, and a!} kinds of sour and noxious gras^ 
es; when, by a little judicious management, they can be made » 
powerful auxilisry in increasing the animal products $ind profits of 
the farm. In fine, your farm is too large when you are compelled to 
leave a single foot uncultivated in such a manner as not to pro- 
duce the largest amount of such products as will have a tendency to 
increase and multiply the comforts of both man and beast, and add to 
the wealth of the country. •'But, your farm is not too large when 
its perfect and exact management is practicable to you; when every 
part of it is made as productive as the nature of the case admits; 
ivhen upon the whole result^it yields a fair remuneration, aud no part 
of it can be withdrawn from cuUivation without a diminution of your 
profits." ^ 

In the third place, I would remark that another powerful obstacle 
to agricultural improvement exists in the fact that we are creatures 
of habit and prejudice, and inately opposed to innovation and progree- 
sioD. 

The habits we form, and the impressions made upon us when 
yt)ung, become with us almost a second nature, and are with great 
difficulty either modified or eradicated. The opinions, the prejudK 
ces and the examples of our Fathers and Mothers, are often niih us 
the paramount law. They follow us through life; we live, we uncon- 
sciously act upon them. How many of us have been brought up 
and educated with fathers and mothers opposed to all innovation, or 
indifierent to all improvement by others in their business; who stu- 
died and talked more about the phases of the moon, than consulted 
the lights 'and etemplifications of science shining around them; who 
either ridiculed or put no value on any thing written or printed rela- 
ting to their business or profession; who never read or thought much 
themselves, or put books and publications into, the hands of their 
children, and bid them read and study with care, and ascertain what 
was new, interesting and useful; who never took their children 
abroad to show them what others were doing, to see whether the 
rest of the world, like themselves, were standing still or going ajwads 
who thought and prodainied before their children, that Iheir vocai^ 
tion was one of toil and drudgery, and in point of Tespectabilitf fiir 
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iWbir thi^ of themerebacit and the profes&ional man; wha, wh^n their 
brother fjinner visited them> received him in their kitchen, and in 
th^ir every^day garb) and set before him their every-day repeat, and 
disnsfssed him without an after^word or thought; but when the mii^B- 
ter, the lawyer, the doctor or the merchant should visit them, their 
beet clothes most be put on-^their children must be washed and rig- 
ged up tn their best clothes-^the parlor nnist be thrown open for bis 
deception) and the best and choicest that the house affords, must be 
«pread before him to gratify his appetite; and when the visit was 
'ov^er, it was made the subject of conversation for days and weeks 
before the family. Z say, then, is it strange that those who have 
been thus educated, (if you can call it education,) should not inherit 
the same feelings, be subjected to the same prejudices, and act upon 
the same principles thjough life, with no desire to strike out and fol- 
low a new track, anjj examine and adopt the improvements scattered 
all around them, with no taste for study, no patience for analysis; and 
when the labor of the day is over, instead of giving the shades of 
the evening to study and reflection, engage in worthless chit-chat, or 
in relating the tittle-tattle of the neighborhood; or like the beast of 
the field, at once sink down to rest; with no desire to go abroad in the 
world and see what improvements are daily and yearly developing 
themselves, and whether any of their brother farmers are producing 
as rmich or more than themselves, with half of the toil, labor and ex- 
pense, but are contented to sit down and remain where accident or 
birth dropped them; believing themselves either the happiest, the 
wisest and the best of mortals^ or like their fathers before them, are 
grumbling at their lot, and envying those of their fellows who, by 
their energy and intelligence, have elevated themselves above them. 

We now come to the enquiry, is there no practical remedy for 
these difficulties that now beset and retard ofur advancement in agri- 
cultural improvementi We answer that, in our opinion, a thorough 
and well educated yeomanry in the science and practice of agricul- 
ture, would have the much desired efllect 

Let us educate those of our sons intended for the future profes- 
«on of agriculture, thoroughly in es^ry thing that pertains to that 
tealjiess; aurround them with such books as are calculated to devel- 
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op iffd wfM the m}tiiteij«ft of ^Imt nrUwi oloT^te a&d itriiigtliM 
jifceii- miodtf; ctilliyate inlhiin.wbflo young die habil of atudy, ia* 
y/i8t|g«tion sod r^lactioo; iiDprtM upon thorn by our convorsation 
iMMi ex#fnplfl the iippovtiMSce of industry, and tbo magoitudo and 
f^oirat^'charaeter of their future 1>a8iQesa; yea» to the same extent, 
or a much greater than ve ahould if we intended them for the pro- 
fe«8ipn of the law, medicine or theology. And we should eoon find 
that we had been setting in motion a mass of mind, heretofore inert 
an4 inactive for want of proper development, in amount almost be- 
yoiMi the range of human calculation, and was bringing it to bear 
and act efficiently on one of the great departments of human indus. 
try; and that, at last, we shall have found a spot sufficiently broad and 
firm, on which we could safely place the fulcrum of the lever of im* 
profefnnent, that would raise and elevate the world. 

What! do I hear a voice in this assemUy, asking how all this i« to 
be done! Must we send all of our sons to college, and keep them 
yearafter year studying Greek and Latin, Rhetoric and Logic, to en* 
able them to present, by example^ to their astonished fathers, "agri- 
culture enlarged, improved and systematically pursuedV' I answer, 
no* As four-fifths of the children of our State are intended and 
will probably pursue agriculture as a profession and as a means of a 
iivelihood, then I say, make our common schools what they should 
^, and let the branches there taught have a direct reference and 
bearing upon the future business of our children. 

To iipprove and make our common schools what they should be, 
the nursery of formers, we must employ and put into them men 
^d women thoroughly learned in the ever living natural sciences; 
in matbamatics, in natural philosophy, in mechanics, in chemistry, in 
botany, in zoology, and their subordinate branches; and who under- 
stand ail the improvements made in conveying and imparting instruc- 
tion, and can teach both by precept and example. We must banish 
frpm our school houses the little Misses, at from fifty cents to one 
dollar per week, and the boys and young men, at from ten to twelve 
dhtUars per inonth, who have too long displayed their ignorance and 
^t^pidity before our children; not one out often of them, unde^s^nd 
the fir^ pr elementary principles of the sciences they profess to 



Digitized by 



Google 



teAck. We mini send ear children to vchool» mr time d^onte' in a* 
jear, but nine months; and year afiteryesr, iiaiciir they become thor- 
oughly acquainted with the elsmentary inrinciples tlmt vfand) enter In* 
to and govern their future voeaticm. The idea that is so pr^alent, 
that al) that is necessary, is to send a boy or girl to school thi^ie 
months in a year, from the age of fo%ir to eighteen, to enable theiii to 
fight the great battki of life socoessfQlly, shotdd at once be etadiea- 
ted. It is preposterous A whold life of study end observation is 
hardly sufficient to master all the learning that is useful to us. By 
teaching those of our sons intende^d fbr the form the natural scien- 
ces, ve at once prepare them to enter upon the business of hfe un- 
derstandingly. "By botany and ohemistry he learns the ph^^iology 
of his plants, the nourishment and treatment they require; and by 
analyzing his soil he discovers what i» necessary to maintain and in- 
crease its fertility. Zoology and natural history teach him the char* 
acters and constitqtion of his animals; and mechanics, the sUructure 
and use of his implements." Without this knowledge, like the Umd 
man, he gropes bis way along in darkness, although the sun is shi- 
ning around him in meridian splendor. 

If our comnnon schools shall be found insufficient, or too expen- 
sive to accomplish the purposes here indicated, there is suffident 
wealth in the country to warrant the establishmmit of county or State 
schoolSywhere the elementary principles taught in our common schools 
might be tested, by experiment and application. 

Our State University might, have been made a powerful auxili- 
ary in the cause of agricultural improvement, if its foundation had 
been laid with direct reference to the character and pursuits of the 
people of our State. Thi^ models of the past were studied and 
stiictly followed in rearing its superstructure, and we now are the 
recipients of a literature altogether too abstract for the eommon pmv 
poses of life. If a proper destination had at first been given io it, 
instead of from twenty to thirty young men coming forth from 
their Alma Mater to seek for fame and a livelihood in the >viM^s 
learned professions, now the annual product of that instituiktoi^ we 
ehould have witnessed one, two or three hundred of our sons annu- 
ally returning to their homeS| well versed in the great and living' 
piociples of a pd^ntifie agricultuife, aheddiHg a viTifyisf and re< 
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freshing iDfluened over and aroand their respective neighborbdojt 
They would soon commence teaching, both foy precept and exaroplef 
and the 8uper»tition and prejudice whtoh now palls ali improvemettV 
would soon give way and disappear before them, and only a few 
years would roll by before we, as a State^ would be reaping a hon- 
dred fold by way of improvement. 

I well remember that when the questioa of the location of our 
State University was pending beibre the Legislature, a propositiOD 
was made that, at least eighty acres of land should bo secured at or 
near the place of its location^ and the reasons given were that the 
State might eventually wish to establish a department of agriculture 
in the same, abd for that purpose would require that or a greater 
quantity of land for the erection of an experimental farm* The 
proposition was received with evident surprise, and found no favor. 
Why our people and our law-givers were so blind to bur best and 
true interests, I can giv€ no rational explanation, unless it be our 
deep veneration for the past, or, at that ti^e, there was no institiUioa 
for teaching the art and science of agricttlti^re in any of the States 
of this Union. 

*' While our people and our government, both State and national, 
are truly liberal and pour out their money like water in the estab- 
lishment of literary and other public institutions, and dot oiir land 
over with theological seminarieF, with law seminaries, with medical 
seminaries and with military seminaries, poor agriculture, whose 
hand sows the seed and whose arm gathers the harvest, on which al) 
our earthly Comforts and even our very existence depends, as yet has do 
seminary in which to teach her sons the most valuable of all arts." 

I cannot consent to leave this branch oi my subject without for- 
tifying the same with one or two authorities. Says an eloqueoc 
writer, " where is the man of so much apathy as not to be cheered 
with the anticipation of beholding such an institution, an extensive 
and handsome edifice, where our young men shall be tanght in 
tiieorf end in practice those immutable principles of nature which 
form<^'only infallible guide to all the substantial comforts of lifol 
'^, When, by mingling the useful with the sweety they will become 
'■''' inured ^ habits of industry ? When science and art shall combine 
to inspire them with a laudable effort to excel each other! If ve 
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«rd cbftrmed with viewing a garden on a smaH scale, the work per- 
'hapa of a single but skilful individual, how in^nitely more charming 
inusft be the view of three or four hundred acres, planned and laid 
t>ut with all the accumulated skill of ages, aided by all the light 
which science has thrown upon the subject, with all the beauties of 
the vegetable world and all that is useful in the animal! Can any 
earthly prospect be more beautifuH I answer yes: that of two or 
three hundred young men vieing wkh each other in skill and indus- 
try, not only in improving and beautifying the establishment, but by 
improving their.minds by study and their bodies by manKy labor, in- 
finitely more pleasing and to their credit than the mountebank feats 
of a gymnasium, thus fitting themselves as brilliant lights to guide, 
instruct and adorn the succeeding generation." 

Hy second authority I take with great pleasure from a late num- 
ber of the Michigan Farmer, published in this city, which, by the by, 
should be found in'the hands of every farmer in our State. It is 
conducted with great energy, ability and independence, and will be 
found a useful and interesting companion at all times. 

Says the editor of that paper, '^indeed, the connection between a 
highly cultivated mind and a highly cultivated soil is inseparable; for 
no cultivator df the soil can understand his business without being a 
cultivator of the mind, and the latter must precede the former — the 
mind of the farmer must be subjected to an appropriate tillage, W 
fore he is at all qualified to become a tiller of the soil He may, it 
is true, plow and hoe and go through a set of mechanical round of 
duties, just as he was set agoing by his good old father before him, 
who he guesses, ' knew how to farm as well us any body;' but how 
much is he elevated in knowledge and skill above the ox that be 
drives 1 And mother earth, how relndtantly and scantily does she 
pour her treasures into his lap, as though ashamed to own him as 
one of her lords! And how does she delight to crown with her 
richest' abundance the man who brings to his task the knowledge 
ahd skill of a cultivated intellect, as though proud to own him as a 
4X>n and honor him as a lord1" 

' And now, brother farmers, if it be true, and I believe none of you 
4oabt It, that a well educated yeomanry, and the application of science 
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to die prMtioe of a^lcuteiur^ is the great desidmaoni, beibie wkidt 
Um sap^ratitioDS ainl prejadice« of ages will disappear aod give place 
to an intelligent and practical iiu8bandry» how great then is tbe en* 
couragemenl and bow great are our responsibilities. 

In pursuing and carrying out this idea, we are happily accomptish- 
ing what appeavs to be one of the great objects of our existence — r 
the rearing, eduoating and securing a proper provision for the fu* 
turosU[^rt and well being of our children. 

"What is there more beautiful and interesting than the spectacle of 
the father and mother, stimulated by affection, unitedly laboring day 
and night, suffering no obstacle to impede, no toil or hardship to tire 
or dishearten, to make their children rich, respected and happy ? 
But alas! how often they mistake the proper means necessary for 
the accomplishment of such an end. The father leaves a much 
richer and moroi enduring patrimony to his son than lands, bonds, 
mortgages, bank and railroad stocks,* who cultivates and stores the 
mind of that son with everything that will tend to elevate and make 
him a rational and useful being. That young man is a richer, more 
independent and useful being, who . is capable^ by uniting his own 
intelligence with his industry, to earn for himself a farm of one or 
two hundred acres in a few years, than to commence with a like 
amount, the gift of a parent, at the expense, as is oAen the case, of 
his early education. In the one case, the intelligence and industry 
which has secured so propitious a beginning, makes the possessor to 
luiow and appreciate its value and its use; and while he is daily in> 
creasing in lands and in stock, and beautifying and making his home 
pleasant and happy, he will, from force of early habit, be constantly 
improving and embellishing his mind with everything useful and 
necessary to make himself an accomplished and efficient actor in 
every department of human society. While in the other cass, the 
paternal gift, unaccompanied with sufficient practical intelligence, 
combined with industry, to make geod use and take care of it, with 
BO definite idea of its value, with no capacity or inclination, from 
want of early and proper training, to cultivate and embellish his 
mind, often proves a curse rather than a blessing to the possessor, 
and he presents a sorry appearance through the journey of life* 
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The advantages ef atkofdogh and adentifio education of onrfartanem 
Will net alone be eoafined to a supoHor tilhge of the soil. It will at 
once elevate and harmonise the sentiments and feelings of the whole 
community. It wi]l bmsh from existence those grades and distinc- 
tions which have always and do now unhappily e:»ist in society. ''The 
members of the learned professions will at once be willing to admit 
the scientific farmer and the scientific mechanic to lui equal grade in 
the scale of social existence wl& thems^vea." And abpve al]» it 
will have a salutary and regenerating infiuence upon our government 
and its laws. In our State^ as in every other purely agricultur- 
al, tbe farmers should by right of majority, by right of sympathy, 
and by right of interest, lift the highest voice in the councils of State 
and national deliberation; and they should choose their Governors 
and Representatives from among themselves, and not send men of 
other trades and professions, to be the proxy of their wishes. '*In 
order that our farmers may make good governors and good legisla- 
tors, and be able ^ leave their impress upon our institutions and our 
laws, in addition to the necessity of their being well educated in their 
profession, should know enough of the science of law^ the princi- 
ples which regulate its movements and establish its effects, to 
know when good and wholesome laws are made, and when they are 
property executed." Let such a state of things exist, and our conn- 
try would be safe. Let the voice of an intelligent people be pro- 
clainied by representatives, in feeKng and in sympathy with them- 
selves, ''foreign and domestic evils may roll in upon us, but they will 
meet with a reacting inflaenoe which will hasten back their anger- 
kindled waves to deluge and cl^ the fountains from which they 
sprung." 

Here the question naturally arises^ are the farmers of our State 
generally qualified to take an active and leading part in the construc- 
tion and establishment of our laws? Are our existing laws the re* 
suit of their minds and the work of their hands? I will take the 
stand and ahsw^ these questions. I have sat, month after month 
and year aAer year in yonder Capitol, surrounded by from forty to 
fifty of my own professioni with only some half a dozen to a dozeaof 
theother piiofession^ and have witneesed almost the entire busiaess of 

legislation marked out, prepared and advocated by the few of the 
14 
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•other proibssiQQS; yea, ftlmoat the •ntine biisiiifitt done by them, ei- 
•ce^ting votiDg ^aye' or *no.* Any ooe would naturally suppose that 
the farmers of our State would be generally satisfied with our laws; 
enacted as they are by legislatures composed of four^^fif^hs from 
their numbers; but we hear the cry constantly ringing from one end 
t>r our state to the other» that our laws are difficult to be understood; 
unequal in their operation and impracticable in' their execution, and 
that we must have more farmers and mechanics, and not so many 
lawyers in the legislature^ If the great majority of farmers, always 
found in our State legislature, are unable to control its action, and 
make our laws intelligible and adapted to the condiiion and wants of 
the people of our State^ an impeachment will either lay upon their 
intelligence dr their honesty. 

Do you ask me why these things are so! I answer, for the beat 
possible reason. The '^ learned profession,'* in our State, are gene« 
rally composed of well educated men, and far superipr in general in- 
lellrgence to the great mass of farmers, and will alv^s take the lead, 
whenever an opportunity is given them, and this great disparity coO'- 
tinue to exist 

I am well aware that the work that Iliave imperfectly set before 
you, is not the work of a day or of a year. It may take a half cen- 
tury or a century to accomplish it But it is none the less ioapor** 
tant, or no less our duty to commence it at this time, and prosecute 
it' with all of our ability and all our energy. Then let our sons be 
theiirst to receive the advantages of this new and mighty effort ia 
improving the tillage of our soil, by first improving and efUltivating^ 
the minds of those who are to be her future lordsu 

It would in this place give me great pleasure to notice at soipe 
length the many improvements that hi^ve within a few years been 
made in agricultural^ implements^ Our farmers are little aware bow 
ffloch they are indebted to the inventive genioa of the age, in fur^ 
•nishing them with new and Improved impknienls, which divest the 
pursuit of agriculturis of half of its toil and hardship, and render it 
a pleasant and agreeable pursuit, instead, as heretofore, a forbidding 
one. But my tiane will only permit me briefly to notice two, which 
are intimately conneeled wi^ the preparation of the soil for> and 
fathering the great staple of our State. 
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The flfst is the "gang plow," invented by Mr. N. BAker of St 
ioseph county, which you have seen in operation here to-day. I 
liave been faniiliaF with its operations for sonrra tinne past, and can 
cheerfully recommend its use to the farmers of our State. By | the 
use of this plow, and the addition of one span of horses^ you c&n 
perform twice the amount of labor in one day, equally well, that 
you can now with the common plow. And I ask, who would not de- 
light to become a plowman, when, instead of drudging all day, foot' 
sore and tired between the handles of his plow, he is furnished with 
a good seat, and, **whip in hand," he can drive his team with all the 
comfort and dignity of one seated on his coachi May it not well be 
styled the poetry of agriculture. 

The second is the great harvesting machine, invented by Hiram 
Moore^ Esq., of Kalamazoo county. This machine has been in op- 
eration for some years in the western part of this State, and all who 
have witnessed^^ operation have expressed great admiration apd 
satisfaction. n^Bhers, cuts, thrashes, cleans and bags the wheat, all 
by one operation, and is capable of securing from twenty to twenty- 
five acres per day, and at an expense not exceeding from one dollar 
to one dollar and fifty cents per acre. It is managed and operated 
by six men and sixteen horses. The great advantage of this ma< 
chine is, that it enables the farmer to secure a much greater crop and in 
much shorter time than, under the ordinary mode of harvesting, he 
"can now do, and without any of that severe and exhausting labor that 
now attends it, and at much less expense. There is no labor attend-^ 
ing the management of it more severe than riding leisurely along the 
highway upon your horse the same number of hours. I venture to 
say that when this machine shall come into general use, our farmers 
will not approach the cultivation of large and extensive crops of 
wheat with that reluctance that they now do. 

To my fair country women who have graced this exhibition with 
their presence and with numerous and beautiful specimens of taste, 
end of their own handiwork, let me, in the name of this Society, bid 
you welcome. Welcome to the field of our operations and our la- 
bors. We are aware that your countenance, your influence and 
your will in this our work of reform and Improvement, are alUpower- 
ful for success. We cheerfatiy invite you to become eo-Iaborers wit^ 
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U9. Bat let me tell you thftt scieooe is as neeassary to kad the hflindl 
of reform ia your departnrient as in ours. A well directed household, 
and industry intelligently appKed, are no less important than a farm 
in good heart, to accomplish the farmer's enterprise*. As I have im- 
pressed strongly on those gentlemen in this association who have 
sons, the importance of educating them thoroughly in the business 
which they are destined to follow, let me say a word to you^ who have 
daughters. In addition to a daily and thorough training in the care 
and labor of the dairy and all household affairs, educate them in ev- 
ery thiug that will have a tendency to make them plain, modest, sens- 
ible and useful women, and fit companions for those of our sons 
who shall become scientific and practical farmers. Spare no pains 
to keep their minds free from the fiood of trash with which our com* 
munity is now inundated by the mammoth weeklies and other cheap 
publications. Feed not your daughters upon fiction, but surround them 
with books of history, philosophy, geography, dc^jMic economy, 
etc., and treat them to the realities of life. In the^^^ase they will 
become sickly and sentimental in their manners, false to themselves 
and all around them, fit cocnpimions only for some errant knight or 
wandering gipsy; wliilo in the other, they will come forth in all their 
glory, clad in their native loveliness, and fit companions for form- 
ers, statesmen or philosophers. Teach them that industry is hon* 
orable and adds to their charms, and that idleness is low-bred and de- 
tracts from their loveliness, and that the domestic circle is to be the 
theatre of their future fame and g1ory« Says an eloquent writer: — 
"It is in the domestic circle of the farmer that woman shines fi)rth 
in all her glory, guiding the distaff, or leading lisping infancy in 

prayer." 
Let me earnestly entreat you to pay the utmost attention to the 

physical education of your daughters. "Let them engage in no oc" 
eupation that will tend to drive the bloom from their cheeks or the 
vigor from their limbs; ok indulge in no mode or fashion of dress 
that will obstruct the natural and healthy development of their lungs 
and chests; or an imprudent prudence in avoiding the healthful in- 
fluence of the sun and air. The lamentable consequences will not 
be confined to them; children will inherit the feebleness of their 
mothers, and a sickly race will come after us.'' 
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^it were w^U," says a (itstiDguidied agriculUiral writer, <*well tor 
Uiem and for a future raee» that they should revive the isKsquaintance 
whioh their motbera and grand«mothera had with a imlking-atoo], the 
garden, and to some extent the field ; for then bloom would linger 
upon their cheeks, heahh would flow in fuller tides through all their 
veins; they would acquire vigor of body and soundness of mind 
that would contribute to their usefulness and enjoyment when time 
shall bring them to the places you now occupy — shall make them 
the wivea of farmers, and mothers of the risibg generation.'^ 

I feel that I am already tiring your patience, and should bring this 
address to a close. But, as this is the first meetihg of our Society i 
something may properly be expected frohn me at this lime on the 
importance and usefulness of well conducted agricultural societies. 
As I have found this subject so ably treated by another, presenting 
views so nearly corresponding with my own, I shall, without any 
apology, adopt them. "Are agricultural societies useful? Are suffi- 
cient benefits derived from therh to individuals and the community to 
compensate for iill the trouble and expense of their operations! In 
answer to these two interrogatories, I will endeavor to show that ag- 
ricultural societies are not only useful, but highly beneficial. Farm- 
ers, from necessity, are scattered over the country at some distance 
from each other, and though they may have intercourse with those 
in the immediate vicinity, and in the same town, and sometimes to a 
greater distance, and by conversation with them, and their own ob- 
servations, may make some improvements in the mode of manag- 
ing their farms, yet the field of observation and knowledge is neces- 
sarily narrow, when compared with the whole extent of the State. 
An improvement in raising sortie particular product may be known 
and practiced in one portion of the Slate for years, and the know- 
ledge of it travel a short distance from the place where it originated. 
But if there is a meeting of farmers for the special purpose of im- 
provement in agriculture from every portion of the Slate, this im- 
provement will be the subject of conversation, and the knowledge of 
it will spread into every part of the State. The great utility of these 
societies, however, and of all associations of men to accomplish im- 
t)0rtant objects, is to excite a spirit of emulation and of comnienda- 
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bte rtvtflryi to excite in the farmer^ (wbich is freqiiendy necessur^ 
to be ezciled,) ambition atid pnde of character as a farmer* Tbis 
latter object cannot fail to be obtained by a society l>aving anuual 
meetings. 

**The mere circumstance of a great number of men meeting togeth- 
er to promote an important object, has this effect upon. an ingenious 
and well regulated mind. The spirit of association is produced; and 
no many whose mind is susceptible of pride and ambition* and who 
has any claim to the character of a respectable farmer, can go home 
from such a meeting of farmers without forming resolutions of 
improvement He sees the subject in a new light It assum'es an 
importance in his eyes that it never did before^ He has been accus- 
tomed to Consider himself as a kind of insolated being upon his farm, 
necessary to attend to it to obtain subsistence for hitnself and family, 
but of no further importance* He now sees himself to be a member 
of a numerous and respectable association, all enga<red, heart and 
hanJ, to promote improvements in farming. These improve- 
ments appear of new and additional importance in bis eyes. He 
feels elevated in his own opinion; his relative importance is increas- 
ed; and has new views altogei her, not only of farming, but of the 
ccmparative respectability of the employment Is all this nothing? 
Is no point gained, to inspire the farmer with such views and feelings 
as these? Those who are acquainted with human nature; tho-e who 
know the proper means of directing the hunwm character, and the se^ 
cret of developing the powers and faculties of/nen in such a manner 
as to operate with the greatest intensity to the accomplishment of 
great resulti, will answer these interrogatories in the negative. Yes, 
it is almost every thing in the accomplishment of great oi.jects of im* 
provement, to collect men '.ogelher, and bind them in an association 
for that purpose. They see, hear and know new thing t«; and see, hear 
and learn them in such a manner as not to forget them; in such a 
manner as to make an indelible impression and .to Imve a practical 

influence upon their conduct 

"The farmer who, when at home on his own farm, and when com- 
paring it with his neighbor's, thinks he does pretty well, and enjoys 
that self complacency which is so pleasing to the mind, and which is 
80 readily indulged without examining with too nic^e scrutiny hia 
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daiirii to pa: ticipate in a feeling which aflbrds him ao much pleasures 
r-when he comes to see, hear and learn what others have done, how 
much greater improvement they have made,.and how far short hef 
falls of whai may be done, his self-complacency vanishes. He feels 
a momentary sense of mortification, and then, with that elasticity of 
mind which naturally belongs to aa enterprising and ambitious man* 
in the next moment he resolves that for the future no one shall go 
before him in any practical improvement which industry and enter- 
prise can accomplish. When at home, he thinks he has good horses, 
good cows, good oxen, good sheep and good swine. When he 
eorjnes here and sees the animals of the various descriptions which 
you show him, he finds that his home ideas of excellence were quite 
limited, and he goes back with the determination that, as soon as 
practicable, the stock on his farm shall bear a closer resemblance to 
those which he sees here." 

These are some of the fruits of a well-directed agricultural socie-* 
ty. Then, brother farmers, shall ours be sustained? Shall it be 
worthy of ourselves and of our State? If so, then as often as its 
anniversary meeting shall return, come up, one and all, and greet it 
with your presence. Bring along with you your wives, your sons 
and your daughters; bring with you the choicest specimei^s from 
your flocks and your herds, from the productions of your fields, 
your gardens and your orchards; bring with you your neighbors and 
friends, and let it truly be a gala-day anoong the yeomanry of Mich- 
igan. It will increase in interest and instruction, as year after year 
shall roll by, and individuals wi?l be found to address you, who will 
come before you more heavily laden with the fruits of experience 
and wisdom than ( have been able to do this day; and I think that I 
can assure you that you will return to your homes richer> wiser and 
better men. 
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Premiam Essay. 



ON THE CULTIVATION Or WHKAT IK THE STATJS OF MICHIGAN. 

In reviewing the past twenty years in Washtenaw county and the 
State of Michigan, in regard to the culture of wheat, we are aston- 
ished to see the difference that appears from year to year in 
the staple product of our country. When the western pioneers first 
arrived in the new State of Michigan, it was hut little trouble to cul- 
tivRte and realize a good crop of wheal, and in particular the first crop 
on new land. I have cultivated wheat for three successive crops on the 
same piece of ground, and the last crop would bo as good as the first, 
with the exception of there being a little more chess. Now, as to 
the land that has been in tillage for the last twenty years, farmers 
have received but very little encouragement the last year in their 
crops of wheat; and that will probably be the case for many years 
to come, if we cannot provide some means to prevent the many evils 
to which the crop is liable. 

The first evil is a small fly, known by the name of the Hessian fly. 
It is said by many wheat growers, in this and other countries, that this 
fly lays its eggs in the fall of the year in the roots of the young wheat — 
the next summer this e^g hatches and the insect destroys whole fields 
of wheat. But on new land we generally harvest good crops, with- 
out being troubled with this fly the first or second year. Why is 
this ? The land in its newly cleared state has in it properties that in. 
sure a crop of wheat. VI hat are theyl In my opinion, the first 
property is lime and the second is vegetable matter. And why does 
the fly commit its depredations on old land t I will answer, that the 
old land, having been tilled for a length of time, loses iti two proper- 
ties to insure a good growth of wheat, that is lime and vegetable 
niaUer. 
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Now, I propose to the farmers of this county and the State of 
Michigan, that when we are about to sow wheat we put our seed wheat 
on a clean barn floor, say five or six bnshels at a time, and put on 
each bushel of wheat two quarts of lime, unslaked, and a quart of 
plaster; and after the wheat and lime are proportioned in the heap, 
put on water in quantity sufficient to make the lime and plaster ad- 
here to the wheat, and stir it well from the bottom of the heap with 
a shovel, and sow immediately; continue to proportion your seed 
wheat in this way; and for plains, if you sow late, sow two bushels 
to the acre, and if for limbered land, one bushel and a half is suffi- 
cientto the acre, and you will get a crop of wheat. If the wheal in 
the heap should prove to be quite hot by the action of the lime, so 
much the better; it will have a tendency to destroy the eggs of the 
fly that have probably been deposited in the furze end of the kernel. 
In pulling up the young wheal you first discover the roots eaten off, 
and it soon turns yellow and dies. 

The best crop of wheat that I have ever harvested in this country, 
was a six acre lot which had been seeded to clover. I sowed the 
wheat as directed above, and the crop proved to be one of the best that 
I ever harvested in this country, the wheat weighing about sixty- 
four pounds to the bushel, and free from smut, insects, &c. When I 
have neglected to put lime on my seed wheat, together with a right 
proportion of plaster, I have invariably failed to produce a good crop 
of wheat. 

Wheat that is sown in autumn (a clover lay excepted) should, 
instead of harrowing, be covered with a shallow furrow, and the surr 
face of the ground left rough: it will be in less danger of being killed 
by the frost in the winter, and less injured by the drying winds the 
following spring; the furrows should be left without harrowing, for 
the more uneven the ground is the better, the more the soil will be 
pulverized and mellowed. by the action of the frost in the winter. The 
reason that I will bring fprward to establish the prol^able fact that the 
eggs of the Hessian fly may be deposited in the furze end of the wheat 
berry, is this: let any person purchase their summer's supply of rice in 
the spring of the year, and keep it closely enveloped from time to time, 
and about the first of August^you will perceive, a small dark coloured 
15 
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wormj about one quarter of an inch in length, with a dark head and 
a small web attached to it, lively in its motion; it walks ahead in the 
order of the measuring worm of the forest. Now, the question is, 
how did the egga of the worms come in your rice ? It appears that it 
is not an insect of this country » 

Having explained my views respecting the ways and means of the 
Hessian fly, I now proceed to give what information is in my power 
to the second injury which attends the farmer in the cultivation of 
wheat, which is rust, or mildew. It appears that the rust in whea^ 
commences in July, at the time of the filling of the kernel in the 
head of wheat, when a combination of heat and moisture brings into 
action rich manures, and farces into the straw, wbich has now finished 
its growth, more juice than the kernel can take up, being already 
filled out. These juices burst the straw or pass through the natural 
pores of the stalk, and when these juices come to the air they lose by 
evaporation their thinner parts, become glutinous^ and form the mat- 
ter called rust, or mildew. It appears that the old red chaff bald 
wheat is more liable to rust than bearded, especially if the land is 
In a high state of cultivation, or low grounds 

The remedies against rust or mildew, so far as have come under 
my own obsiervation for the last twenty years' residence in Washte- 
naw county, are: first, cultivating the hardiest sorts of wheat; sec- 
ond, early sowings third, raising the earliest varieties and on low 
ground. 

The wheat ought to be sowed at the rate of two and a half bush- 
els of seed to the acre, particularly if the land is sowed late in the 
season; if early, say the first of September, less seed will answer; 
and it has proved to be of the utmost consequence to the farmer to 
change his seed wheat as of^en as every three or four years, and using 
lime, say one bushel to the acre, sowed broad-cast over the field in 
the month of May. It appears that lime sowed in this way will 
wholly prevent the rust or mildew on wheat. I once tried the ex- 
periment with lime. I had a twenty acre lot — I selected two acres 
off of one side of the field, and in the month of May, about the 
middle,! sowed two bushels of lime to the acre; and to my astonish- 
ment, when I harvested the wheat, that part of the field which way 
sowed to lime proved to be a good crop with a very plump b^nry. 
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wkeatke remainder of the field was struck wjih met or mildew, and 
not more than half a crop. 

The next injury to wheat, which is very common on rich land, is 
the smut ball, or pepper brand. I have taken some pains to obUua 
«U the information in my power, that is, practioal information, of tha 
•existence of this destructive disease in wheat. It has long b^en 
Icnown to every agriculturist in England and throughout these Uni- 
ted States, but the real cause of it is very little known, not only by 
the practical farmer, but even by scientific authors; such erroneous 
tind contradictory opinions have been advanced, that the farmer can- 
not derive any satisfactory information from then». This disease, in 
my opinion, is occasioned by the seeds of an extremely minute para- 
sitic f«ngus,of the genus uredo, being absorbed by the roots of the 
germinating wheat grains, and propelled by the rising sap, long before 
the wheat blossoms, into the young germin or ovium, when the seeds 
of the fungi vegetate and rapidly multiply, thereby preventing not 
only the fructification of the ovium but even the developements of 
the parts of fructification; Inconsequence no embryo is produced in an 
infected germin, which, however, continues to grow as long as the 
sound grains do; and when the sound grains arrive at maturity the 
infected ones are larger than and are easily distinguished from the 
sound grains, by their darker green color, and from the ova retaining 
the same shape and form which they had at the time the infection 
took place. 

In the year 1834 I had a rich piece of ground to sow to wheat, 
and I concluded to change my seed. I applied to my neighbor for 
seed wheat, and I took notice at the time that the furze end of the 
berry had a dark color. I sowed the seed the next season, 1835, 
and when I came to harvest my wheat one-third of the field was in- 
fected with the smut balls, and about the middle of June, 1835, and 
about ten days before the ear emerged from its hose, and about twenty 
days before the sound ears springing from the same root were in 
blossom. At that stage the inner cavities are very 8mall-*-at first the 
fungi are of a pure white color, and when the ear emerges from its 
hose the ovium is much enlarged, but still retains its original ahape; 
and the fungi rapidly roulnplying may have then nearly come to ma* 
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turily, asMimed a darker color, and having separated from theapawBt 
lie loose in the cavity of the ovium, the infected grains continue 
growing, and the fungi continoe to muliiply, till the sound gruns 
bare attained their full size and maturity, when the infected graina. 
are easily distinguished from the sound ones by being genially larger 
a&d of a darker green color, and if opened they appear to be filled 
to excess with these dark colored fungi; but the grains infected with 
the uredo very rarely burst, and these fungi are seldom found (m the 
outside of the grain; but if the grains be bruised they readily emit 
their offensive smell, which is worse than any thing putrid. When 
the sound grains are perfectly ripe and dry and assume their light 
color the infected grains also change, but to a somewhat darker brown, 
retaining, however, the same shape which the ovium had at its for* 
mation. If the infected grains be cut in two they will be found to 
oonstst solely of the outermost integerment of the ovium, filled with 
the ri{>e black fungi, without any trace of the embryo or albumen. 
Plants of the wheat infected with the smut brand maybe easily dis* 
tinguished in the field by their size, being generally several inches 
higher than plants not infected, and larger in bulk; and I have 
found in all instances a greater number of stalks produced from the 
same roots, the ear containing more kernels and the kernels more 
plump, than were contained in those of sound plants of the same seed 
growing in the same field. One plant produced from se^d which I 
found in the field, had twenty complete stems and ears — some of the 
stems, with the ears, measuring about five feet— every part of the 
plant proportionably large, and all the ears entirely affected. An- 
other specimen had eight stems from the same root, five of them 
above five feet high, and all infected; the other three stems were 
considerably shorter, the ears smaller, and their grains perfectly 
sound. 

This enlargement of the plant, however, is not to be attributed to 
the inffection, but is undoubtedly the consequence of a luxurious veg- 
etation produced by a rich, moist soil, which secures and promotes the 
infection more than a dry one; neither does this disease infect the en- 
tire ear. I found some ears having one side infected, while the op* 
posite side was perfectly sound. Sometimes five or six petfectly 
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WMind grains are found in at) otherwke vnsound head; at tb€i time 
wbeo the soand grains change their color the futigi, being ripe, 
cease to mukiply. They are all of a globular form and of nearly an 
equal size. 

That the seeds of the fungi are the sole cause of that destructive 
disease in wheat, the smut brand, I think I have fully ascertained by 
numerous experiments that I have made for the last twenty years; and 
even the finest and purest of seed wheat may be liable to tais dis- 
ease. And if this be the fact it becomes evident that the prevention 
of it can only be effected by cleansing the seed wheat so effectQ- 
ally that every particle of the fungi and their seeds be entirely 
removed from the grains; but as these extremely minute fungi, when 
once mixed with the seed wheat, insinuate themselves into the grooves 
and the furze ends of the tops of the wheat grains, I think that the 
cultivator ought to be very careful in washing his seed wheat to effect 
a sure and safe remedy. 

From my own often repeated experiments, though on a limited 
«cale, I am convinced that the best and surest remedy is, to steep the 
seed wheat in pipperly prepared lime water, leaving it to soak at 
least twelve hours, and ihen to dry it well in the open air before 
sowing it. This process will answer on a small scale, but I fear that 
it will be found very difficult if not impossible, even by this method, 
to kill the seeds of the fungi entirely when the quantity of seed 
wheat is great; and consequently some infected plants might still 
be found in large wheat field.s. Steeping and properly drying the 
aeed wheat in the above manner not only prevents the disease arising 
from the infected seed wheat, but does also effectually prevent the 
clean seed from being infected by the seed of the fungi which might 
exist in the soil of a field on which diseased wheat had been growing 
before, and consequenih' the cleanest samples of seed wheat should 
be steeped as well as the most notoriously infected. And since the 
year 1835 I have made many experiments on the cultivation of 
wheat, and thus I have made by repealed experiments of strongly 
inoculating with the fungi seed wheat which before had been pioper- 
ly steeped and dried, and the result has proved satisfactory, for the 
infection never took place. Oats are liable to the same disease. I 
once had some oats that were affected with the smut brand, and at 
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the time I sowed them, without ihinklnj^ any thing about the snwKt 
being: liable to infect the whole field; and when I haryested the oats^ 
two-thifds of the field was smut Corn is liable to the same disease. 
I have planted corn that half of (he ear was sn)ut; and when I har- 
vested my corn, very little sound corn could be found in the field that 
I planted the smut co-rn or the seed corn that was afiecled with the 
smut brand. 

In the course of my remarks on the culture of wheat, I 
come to the discussion about the chess in wheat This subject hav- 
ing been hammered over the sgricultural anvil many times in the 
State of New York, and beginning to be pretty hot work in Michi- 
gan, I take the stand that wheat turns to chess; and as farmers are 
more particularly interested in their wheat crop than any other in 
this State, I think if my position be true, that wheat will turn ti> 
chess, it is absolutely necessary that farmers should know by what 
means this change takes place, notwithstanding the chess question is 
still going bravely on. 

Now the chess of wheat, rye and flax are all difierent in size and 
shape, each having an affinity and bearing a resemblance to the 
parent stock. I do not consider it to be an original grain at all, bul 
the natural ofispring of degenerated wheat, rye and flax. My first 
observation was about seventeen years ago, vrhen I sowed ten acres 
of wheat on new land, in a very dry time. It required much har- 
rowing to bury the seed a sufficient depth, whilst about the stumps 
the wheat remained uncovered. I supposed the birds would pick 
it up if left exposed; to prevent them I undertook to hoe it in, and 
beginning on one side of the field I hoed over about one-half of it 
well. I was called from home, and when I returned a heavy rain set 
in and prevented my hoeing the remainder of the field; my wheat 
was generally up except that about the stamps, which had been 
sprouted and taken little root I thought best not to disturb it with 
the hoe. When it came harvest time it was an evident fact that all 
the wheat which was not hoed in about the stumps brought fbrth 
nothing but chess, while the rest of the field was nearly elean» 

I have since taken what is called degenerate wheat, by which I 
mean to be understood, wheat that has lost its spirit, dto essence of 
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its best property having been extracted, which is easily knowD by its 
cweetish, sickening, flat taste, which has been affected by frequent 
dryings and wettings — wheat of this description I have taken and 
eowed carefully, in such a manner as satisfied me that it did not nor 
will not produce anything but chess; indeed the very hulls of the 
old wheat were so attached to the chess roots that no critic could 
separate them. I do not hesitate to say that more chess can be 
grown from one pint of wheat than from three pints of chess. The 
chess from wheat grows very strong and flourishes, while chess 
from chess has a stunted diminutive appearance. I shall not say for 
certainty, but I very much doubt whether chess will produce chess 
in succession many years together, unless renewed from the wheat, 
it partakes so much and so strongly of the mongrel 

Every farmer who suflers his wheat to remain out of doors a long 
time ai\er cutting, exposed to rains, dews and a scorching sun, con- 
tributes towards raising his own chess, from the outside of bun* 
dies which are often sprouted; and every field that is put in poorly, 
and the ground dry for a long time, the uncovered wheat will always 
produce chess as a natural consequence. 

One fact more. I put in a few acres of wheat fourteen years ago, 
The next summer when I camato harvest it I supposed it shelled all 
of two bushels to the acre. Th?Iand was of an alluvial soil and very 
rich; something like a month af\er I ploughed it in the best manner 
and supposed the wheat came up remarkably well and looked finely 
The next spring 1 expected I might have as good a crop as the prece- 
ding one; but to my astonishment, at the time of harvesting I sup* 
pose there were over twenty-five bushels of chess to the acre, and 
not one bushel of wheat. Thus farmers grow thousands of bushels 
of ches3 every year without knowing from what, or the cause why; 
which I wholly ascribe to the simple operations of the natural ele- 
fnents on the seed thus exposed. Why do farmers find more chess 
on the outskirts of their fields? To my mind the answer is, that 
more of the seed is never covered with earth. 

1 will mention one more fact that has come under my observa< 
tion. Some few years ago, I ploughed up two acres of very ricli 
land of a dark^ moist, sandy soil and planted it to corn, and cultivated 
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it in the bo«t maDoer; it produced About eighty Iwthels oi oom Uy 

the acre without manure. About the middle of September I cut it up, 
setting about fifteen rows into one, making a large shock o-n every 
other hill. Tho lot was sown to wheat from picked wheat taken or 
gathered from the field in small bunches, containing say two or 
three hundred heads of wheat, and selected with much care; I da not 
think one kernel of chess was gathered or sown in the lot, which at the 
time was enclosed with a suHlicient fence, and everything on the farm 
kept out. On inspecting the field before harvesting the crop, I 
found that the chess had grown up along side of the places where 
the corn was shocked, as I could not get so as to woik with the plow 
or harrow in every space or neck on either side the shocks of corn. 
Of course chess grew instead of wheat. But wheat to turn to chess 
is no more extraordinary to any mind than for sweet to turn to soar 
or cider to vinegar. Finally, I give it as my opinion that the most 
effectual remedy against growing chess, is to secure so much wheat 
as is necessary for our seed in good order, and without rain; then at 
seeding time, if the ground is well prepared, the wheat covered a 
suitable depth, and comes up quickly, very few chess stalks will be 
found in time of harvest. In conclusion, one fact of the utmost im- 
portance to the farmer is to sow the purest of seed wheat, and be 
sure to have it cleared from every |)reign substance. If the far- 
mer sows poor seed wheat he must expect to reap poor wheat at 
the time of harvest. I would say that wheat would flourish better if 
it were buried deeper than is generally the case in broad-cast sowing. 
My opinion is founded on the following facts relating to the physiol- 
ogy of the wheat plant. 

A grain of wheat, when put into the ground at the depth of three 
inches, undergoes the following transformation as soon as the farioa- 
cious matter which envelopes the frame of the young plant contain- 
ed in it, is softened into a milky state, a germ is pushed out, and at 
the bottom of that grain small roots soon follow. The roots are gath- 
ering strength whilst the germ by the aid of the milky fluid is shoot- 
ing upwards; and when the milk is exhausted, the roots are in ac- 
tivity, and/are collecting nourishment for the plant from the soil itselt. 
This is analagous to the weaning of the young of animals, which are 
not abandoned by the mother until they can provide for themselvea. 
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But the case of Nature does not stop here; when the germ has got 
fairly above the surface, and become a plant, a set of upper roots are 
thrown out close to the surface of the ground, which search all the 
superfine parts of the soil with the same activity as the under roots 
search the lower parts; and that part of the germ which separated 
the two sets of roots, is now become a channel by which the lower 
roots supply the plant with the nourishment they have collected. 
What an admirable contrivance to secure the prosperity of the plant; 
two distinct sets of roots serve in the first place to fix the plant firmly 
in the ground, and to collect nourishment, from every quarter; the 
upper roots are oppositely situated, to receive all the nourishment 
that comes naturally from the atmosphere, or artificially as manure to 
the surface, and serve the further purpose of being the base of new 
stems, which are tiltered up and so greatly increase the productive- 
ness of the plant. 

The excellence of the drill system in grain, may be probably per- 
ceived in this explanation; for in broad-cast sowing the seed generally 
lies very near the surface of the ground, and in this situation it is not 
only more exposed to accidents, arising from birds, insects and the 
weather, but the two sets of roots are necessarily crowded together, 
so as to be almost indistinct; the plant is less firm, has fewer purvey- 
ors collecting for food ; and finally, when the farmer comes to har- 
vest his wheat, there is generally no fault found with the thickness of 
his grain. Now, it is evident that the wheat when sown is not even; 
in the cast lap the wheat is much thicker in the centre, and it is of the 
utmost importance to have wheat sown even in the field. 

JOHN G. MORSE. 

Ann Arbor, Washtenaw Co», Sept, 17/A, 1849. 

N. B. The kind of wheat that produced sixty-four pounds to the 
bushel, was the Indiana white wheat J. G. Morsb. 
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Proceedings of the Annual Meeting of the 
gan State Agricultural Society. 



Michi- 



The Annual Meeting of the Michigan State Agricultural Society 
was held at the Society's Tent on the show ground, September 27th, 
] 849, Gov. E. Ransom, the President, in the chair. 

On motion of Wm. M. Fenton, of Genesee, 

Resolved, That the Society now proceed to the election of officers 
for the ensuing year. 

Whereupon the following persons were unanimously elected: 

Prwj'dcni— EPAPHRODITUS RANSOM, of Kalamazoo. 

Recording Secretary — J. C. Holmes, of Wayne. 

Treasurer — John J. Adam, of Lenawee. 

Executive Committee* 



Titus Dort, 


Wayne County, 


John Thomas, 


Oakland " 


Payne K. Leech, 


Macomb « 


Rowland B. Perry, 


Genesee " 


Wm. H. Edgar, 


Kalamazoo " 


Flora S. Finley, 


Washtenaw « 


Joseph Gibbons, 


Lenawee '^ 


George Redfield, 


Cass " 


Bela Hubbard, 


Wayne '* 


Fred. V. Smith, 


Branch «' 




Vice Presidents. 


John R. Kellogg, 


Allegan County, 


John Bowne, 


Barry •* 


L. H. Merrick, 


Bdrrien « 


L Dow Crippen, 


' Branch " 


Col. — Maynard, 


Calhoun «' 


Daniel Jewell, 


Cass " 
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Abel Bingham, 


Chippewa County. 


Morris S. Allen, 


Clinton 


M 


Wm. Hammond, 


Eaton 


C( 


Jeremiah Smith, 


Genesee 


M 


Levi Baxter, 


Hillsdale 


<C 


Ephraim B. Danfortb, 


Ingham 


« 


Rufus R. Cook, 


Ionia 


u 


J. G. Cornell, 


Jackson 


C( 


Andrew Y. Moore, 


Kalamazoo 


<« 


E, F. Chubb, 


Kent 


<« 


David Ingalls, 


Lapeer, 


<c 


Edwin Smith, 


Lenawee 


t& 


Geo. W. Smith, 


Livingston 


tt 


Michael Dousman, 


Mackinaw 


ii 


John S. Axford, 


Macomb 


M 


Alfred G. Bates, 


Monroe 


<c 


Almerin -Whitehead, 


Oakland 


ii 


Henry Pennoyer, 


Ottawa 


It 


Charles Fitzhugh, 


Saginaw 


H 


Duthan Northrop, 


St Clair 


ii 


Edward S. Moore, 


St Joseph 


ii 


Henry Hunt, 


Shiawassee 


i( 


Wolcolt H. Keeler, 


Van Buren 


ii 


Horace Welch, 


Washtenaw 


« 


Jonathan Shearer, 


Wayne . 


ii 


Corresponding Secretaries. 


J. B. Bailey, 


Allegan County. 


Nathan Barlow, Jr., 


Barry 


i( 


Wm. Dougherty, 


Berrien 


it 


H. H. Smith, 


Branch 


it 


0. C. Comstock.Jr., 


Calhoun 


<i 


Geo. B. Turner, 


Cass 


a 


Stephen R. Wood, 


Chippewa 


<i 


Samuel M. Scott, 


Clinton 


(i 


Harvey Williams, 


Eaton 


a 


Chas. N. Rucker, 


Genesee 


<i 
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Geo. C. Monro, 

C. P. Bush, 

Geo. W. Germain, 

Ira C. Backus, 

N. A. Balch, 

Henry R. Wiliiama, 

Jonathan R. White, 

Richard Kent, 

Enos B. Taylor, 

Charles O'Malley, 

H. Cartter, 

E. G. Morton, 

H. N. Howard. 

Silas G. Harris, 

E. N. Davenport, 

Charles A. Loomis, 

Louis A. Leland, 

John B. Bloss, 

Jed. K. Simmons, 

Mark Norris, 

Henry Ledyard, 
On motion, 

Resolved, That the words **by ballot, and," in the seventti line 
of Article 2nd of the Constitution be stricken out 
On motion of Wm. M. Fenton, of Genesee, 
Resnlvedy That after the word "Society," in the first line of Arti- 
cle 9th of the Constitution, the words, ** except the Recording Secre- 
tary," be inserted: also, after the word "services," in the second line 
of the same Article, the words, " the Executive committee shall allow 
the said Secretary such sum, for past and future services, as they may 
deem advisable," be added. 
On motion of Wm. Finley, 

Resolved, That the Executive committee be instructed to prepare 
a memorial to be presented \q the next Legislature, asking that a 
permanent appropriation be made for the next five years, of such sa 
amount as they may deem necessary, in aid of this Society. 
On motion of N. G. Isbell, of Livingston, 
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Resolvedy That this Society tender their grateful acknowledgments 
to the Ladies of the city of Detroit and the country, for the exquts* 
ite skill and taste displayed in the arrangement of Floral Hall, and 
for the liberal and choice selection of articles presented for e|^ibi- 
tion,not only enhancing its interest, but adding another evidence of 
the increased industry, intelligence and taste of the fairer portion of 
creation, cheering the laborer and husbandman to renewed exertion 
in the march of substantial improvement. 

On motion, 

Resolved^ That our thanks are due, and hereby tendered to the 
citizens of Detroit, for their freely tendered hospiiality, not only to 
the members of this Society, but to all who have attended our first 
State Fair. 

On motion, 

Rcsolvedf That the thanks of the Michigan State Agricultural 
Society be tendered to Hon. £. H. Lothrop, for the very able and 
interesting address which he has delivered on this occasion, and that 
a copy be requsted for publication. 

On motion of Charles G. Hammond, 

Resolved^ That the thanks of the Society be tendered to ite offi* 
cers, for their arduous and gratuitous services in behalf of the objects 
of the Society. • 

On motion of Titus Dort, 

Resohed, That the Society now adjourn. 



Abstract from the Treasurer's Report^ Dec, 22, 1849. 

CR. 
By Cash received from State, $ 400 OD 

" '* " for members' tickets for 1849, 1,198 00 

*' " ** for single tickets at fair, 1849, 1,301 10 

'* " " for articles sold and premiums returned, 86 00 
" '* " of city subscriptions to defray local ex- 
penses of fttir at Detroit, 523 00 
By Cash received for sale of lumber, 310 84 
** two notes for lumber sold, due 1st April, 1850, 154 97 
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DR. 
To Cash paid premiums, $ 808 50 

<c « « fof lumber, Carpenter's account and rent 

of show ground, 1,114 06 

To Cash paid expenses of fair at Detroit, and incidental 

expenses, 736 10 

To Cash on hand, 1,109 08 

^ two notes as above, 154 97 



$3,923 91 



Mr, J. C. Holmes: 

Dear Sir— Enclosed I forward, agreeably to your request, the 
general monthly results of my meteorological observations during 
the past year, as far as they relate to the indications of the Barometer 
and Thermometer, and the amount of rain. 

I have not found sufficient time, nor shall I soon, to sum up the 
results as to the winds and clouds. 

Very respectfully. 

Yours, &c., 

GEO. DDFFIELD. 
Dbtkoit, Jan. 28, 1850. 
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JRnuit of Barometrical and Tkermometrical ObservaHonf, made at De- 
troU, Mich,, during A. D, 1849, hy Rev, Oeorge DvffiM. 



Maiimum, 

Minimum, 

Ratige, 

Average, 

Meaa/ 



Waximum, 

Minimum, 

Range, 

Average, 

Mean, 



Jamvart. 

30.39. on the 19cb. 

39.26^1511) A: '25ih 

1.13. 

89.775. 

39.8S. 

13.1MB Inchefl. 



39 on the 25th. 

8 on the 11th. 

47. 

18.918. 

23.5. 



BAROMETER. 
Fbbruakt. 



March. 



30.35. on the 19ch. 

•i9i28»onthe6th. 

1.U3. 

29^92. 

i29.815. 

Rain. 
1.080 inchei. 



90.0d, on the lit. 

38.97, on the 'iOth. 

1.11. 

29.204. 

129.^^35. 



|4.oeo inchei. 



tHERMOMEtER. 



49 on the 28th. 

14 on the 19ih. 

63. 

20v57. 

17. 



50 on the 28th. 

16 on the 2a A: 2 

34. 

34.29. 

33. 



April. 

30.01, on the 14lh. 

28.92. 

1.09. 

20.447. 

29.460. 

13.044 inehee. 



80 OB the 30th. 

23 on the 14th. 

57. 

44.709. 

61.5* 



Mat. 



BAROMETER. 

J DNS. 



July 



AnootT. 



t Mnximum, 
Minimum, 
Range, 
Average. 
Mea«,' 


130.13, on 'ihe 2nd. 
89.02, on the 13th. 
1.11. 

8g^.yio. 

20.575. 


r29.9S, on the 18th. 

29.3IS on the 7ih. 

00.65. 

29.504. 

39.635. 

RAIH. 


39.92, on the 15th. 

39.36«ontheS5th. 

00.56. 

29.633 

29 640. 


39.76, on the 13th. 

39.11, on the 9th. 

00.65. 

29.625. 

29,433. 




|0.640 inchei. 


5.733 inchei. 1 4.815 inchei. 
t&ERMOMETSB. 


7.193 inchei. 


Maximum, 

Miaimum, 

Kange, 

Average, 

Mean. 


81, on the 31st, 

4U, on the 3d. 

41. 

.1P.5. 

60.5. 


9e,onihe2l8t. 

56, on the 7th A: 9th 

36. 

75.1116. 

74. 


193, on the 10th. 

64, on the 2Sd. 

29. 

78.274. 

78.3. 


64, on the 96th. 

ik?,onthe3l8t. 

26. 

75.333. 

171. 






BAROMETER. 






FlPTKMBSR. 


OCTOBKII. NOVSMBBR. 


Dbcbmbbr. 


Mi 


29 08, on the 18th. 

29.38, on the l^th. 

(NKfiO. 

29L6.55. 

29.63. 


99.90. on the 18ih.| 

39.09, on the 3id. 

00.81. 

39.544. 

89.405. 


29.80, on the 15th. 

29.11, on the 3Sih. 

00.79. 

29.534. 

39.495. 


30.24, on the 12th. 

39.16, on the 33rfl. 

1.08. 

29.598. 

80.300. 



i0.878InelicB. 



RAIN. 

13.865 inches. 12.036 iuebei. 



TfiERMOMBTER. 

83. on 15th it 16tb. 67» on 27ih &28th: 
48, OB the 24th. |34. 
35. 3a 

65.499. 52.209. 

65.5. 150.5. 

ToTAU.—Average of Barometer, 29.177. 

Do Thermometer, 49.099. 

Do Rain. 4it.781 inchei. 

Higheat range of Barom*r, 1.47. 

Do do Tberm'r, 107. 



MaxiBiuin, 

Minimum, 

Range, 

Average, 

Mean/ 



71, on the 5th. 

28, on the 29th. 

43. 

47.316. 

49.5. 



11.885 inehei. 



48, on the 5th. 

I,ontbe30ih. 

43. 

89.161. 

81.5. 



Jhir^i^ January l^h, 1850 



C. HOLMES, 

Stc'y SL a. Ag. So€. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



COUNTY AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES. 



AN ACT for the encouragement of Agriculture, Manufactures and 
the Mechanic Arts. 

Section h Beit enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the State of Michigan, That in any county of this State 
where the inhabitants thereof have organized and estisiblished, or 
may hereafter organize and establish a society for the encouragement 
and advancement of agriculture, manufactures and the mechanic 
arts, and shall raise from said society annually the sum of one hun^ 
dred dollars or over, for the promotion of the above objects in said 
county, the board of supervisors of said county, at their annual session 
in each and every year, are hereby required to levy a tax of not less 
than onertenth nor more than one-fifth of one mill on the dollar on the 
assessment roll of the county; which tax shall be collected and paid to 
the county treasurer of the county in the same manner that other 
taxes are collected and paid. 

Sec 2. The treasurer of the county shall keep the sum so raised, 
subject to the order of the board of supervisors of said county. 

Sea 3. The said board of supervisors shall draw upon the said 
treasurer for the sum so raised, and the same shall be expended, un- 
der the direction of said board, for the benefit of said society, in the 
purchase of premiums, the diffusion of valuable agricultural, manu- 
facturing and mechanical knowledge, or in such other way as shall, 
in the opinion of the board, be calculated to promote and encourage 
the important objects above specified. 

Sec. 4. The act entitled "an act for the encouragement of agricul- 
ture," approved March second, eighteen hundred and forty-four, is 

iiereby repealed. 

17 
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Sec. 5. Any citizen of any county in which a society of the kind- 
above named is or shall be organized, shall ha|e a right to become a 
member thereof by complying with the rules and regulations of said 
society. 

Sec. 6. This act shall take effect and be in force from and after its* 
passsage. 

Approved March. Id, 1B49. 
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^ Calhoun County Agricultural Society. 



At a meeting of the citizens of Calhoun county friendly to the 
Agricultural interests of sai^ county, held at Marshall on the 3d day 
of January, 1849, for the purpose of forming an Agricultural Soci- 
ety; said meeting was organized by appointing Loren Uaynar^Pye- 
aident, and Philo Dibble, Vice President, and Milo Soule, Secretary of 
said meeting. 

On motion of Z. Tillotson, 

A committee of &ye, to wit: Jeremiah Frown, Charles Dickey* 
O. C. Comstock, Jr., David Brown and H. D. Hal], was appointed 
to report a constitution for an Agricultural Society. 

On motion, William Haskins was appointed a member of sf|id 
committee, in place of O. C. Comstock, who was absent 

On motion, the above committee were requested to report the 
names of officers of said Society for the ensuing year. 

Said committee reported a constitution, which was accepted ftnd 
adopted by the meeting. They also reported the names of officiers 
of the Society for the ensuing year. 

Whereupon Jeremiah Brewn was elected President^ 4md Andrew 
Bell, Amos Hadwin, Leonard Cleveland, Warren Joy, Seynolda 
Cornell, Stephen Valentine, Howell San ford, Zenos Tillotson, Loren 
Maynard, Thomas Burton, James Sheldon, Joseph Otis,-Enos Qillis, 
Stephen Graham, L A Brobinson, Alfred Holcomb, Justus Goodif^in, 
Tracy H. Southworth, James Humeston, and Hir^m Smith, were 
elected Vice Presidents; and Milo Soule, Secretary;, and Oliver C. 
Comstock, Jr., Treasurer of said Society. 

On motion, 

Sesolved, That each Vice President act as a committee of ^gi- 
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luice in his township, and that they be required to communicate 
with the Secretary, and from time to time inform him of the progress 
of the Society in his township. 

Resolved, That when this meeting adjourn, it adjourn to meet at 
the American Hotel at Battle Creek, on the first Thursday in April 
next, at 11 o'clock A. M. 

Resolved^ That the proceedings of this meeting be signed by the 
officers, and published in the papers of the county and the Michigan 
Farmer. 

Resolved, That the constitution and by-laws of this Society be 
published in the papers of this county. 

On motion, (he meeting did then adjourn. 

N. B.— There will be a meeting of the officers of the above So- 
ciety held at Marshall, on the 2d Thursday in February, to adopt by* 
laws, when the constitution and by-laws will be published in accord- 
ance with the above resolution. 

LOREN MAYNARD, President. 
MfLO SouLE, Secretary, 



CONSTITUTION 

OP CALHOUN CO. AGRICULTURA1« SOCIETT, ADOPTED JANUA&T 5, 1849. 

Article I. This Society shall be called the ** Calhoun County 
Agricultural Society," for the promotion of the Agricultural, Horti- 
cultural, Pomological and Household interests of said County, organ- 
ized under ''an act for the encouragement of agriculture, approved 
Inarch 2, 1844 .♦' 

Article 2. Any person may become a member of this Society 
by paying into its Treasury one dollar on admission, and fifty cents 
thereafter, annually, on or before the annual meetings, during his con- 
tinuance as a member. 

Article 3. The officers 'of this Society shall be a President, 
one Vice President in each organised Township in the County, a 
Secretary and Treasurer, who shall together constitute the Execu- 
tive Committee. They shaH be elected annually, by a majority of the 
votes, and shall have power to fill vacancies in their own body. 

Article 4. The President shall preside at the meetings of the Sot- 
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ciety, and do and perform whatever pertains to the nature of his of- 
fice^ or that may hereafter be specified. The Vice Presidents shall 
assist the President in the discharge of his duties, and some one of 
them shall fill his place during his absence. 

Article 5. The Treasurer shall keep an accurate account of all 
moneys that may come into his hands, pay them over on an order of 
the President; countersigned by the Seci^otary; and at each annual 
meeting make a full and correct exhibit of the affairs of the Soci- 
ety. 

Article 6. The Secretary shall keep a record of all the doings 
of the Society, and immediately after each annual meeting, prepare 
a report of all the premiums awarded at such meeting, and publish 
the same in all the papers of the County, and the Michigan Far- 
mer. 

. Article 7. The Executive committee shall make the necessary 
preparations for an Annual Fair, and give sufficient previous notice 
of the premiums to be awarded thereat, at which time the annual 
meeting for the election of officers shall be had, and the Executive 
committee shall make an annual report. 

Article 8. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer in each year, as soon 
as the sum of one hundred dollars shall be raised by the Society, to 
give notice thereof to the board of Supervisors of the County, to the 
end that a like amount may be raised by the County for the use of 
the Society. 

Article 9. The Executive Committee shall appoint local com- 
mittees in the various towns of this County, whose duty it shall be 
to obtain members, to collect all sums due to this Society, and per- 
form all the labors connected with the operations, thereof m teir 
respective towns. 

Article 10. It shall be the duty of the Executive CooMnittee, 
five of whom shall constitute a quorum, to exercise a general super- 
vision of the affairs of the Society; to appropriate the funds of the 
same in such manner as shall in their judgment best serve the inter- 
ests and advance the objects of the Society; to call meetings; to dis- 
tribute all books, plants, seeds, &c., received for the use of the Society; 
and also to make all necessary by-laws and rules for the govesmnent 
of the Society. 
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Artiglb 11. The first annual meeting of the Society sbeH be 
held at Marsbally and after ^that at such places as the Bxecutire Com- 
mittee may direct 

Articlk 12, All peraons resident at the time in the coanty of 
CalhoOn may become competitors for the |)remiums of the Society 
by becoming members of the Society. 

Abticls 18. This constitution may be altered at any ainnual 
meeting by a vote of two^thirds of ^he members present. 

AtTicLE 14* No allowance shall be made ^e the ^officers of this 
Society fw services rendered. 



BY-LAWS 

OF CALHOUN CO. AGRICULTURAL SOCIBTT, ADcil^TSD FEBRUART 8, 184§. 

1. The Esecutive Committee shall annually appoint a Marshal, 
whose dttty it shall be to cause to be provided suitable pens for the 
reception of atodc offered for premiums; he shall take charge of 
such pens» and assign each animal and each product its proper place 
on A$f9 of exhibition; he shall keep a list •of such animals, with 
aucb olher information in relation to each as may be communicated 
%o him by the Secretary, for the inspection of the Viewing Commit- 
tees. He may appoint necessary assistants, with the same duties, 
siilsect to himself. 

% No article shall be. entitled to a premium, but such as actually 
belong to, and are ban^Jide, the prc^erty of competitors, or such as 
Hhey have bad poseession of, and been by them kept within the coua- 
ty for six months nexc preceding the exhibition. Applicants for pre- 
•tniiiilifia shall give in written statements relative to the article exhibit- 
ed^ inmI shall ba prepared to procure satisfactory evidence to sustain 
them. * 

3. No member of any Viewing Committee shall^ prior to their 
award, ask or receivQ from any person on the day of the Fair, in- 
'formatien, touching animals or products, except from the Marshal or 
his assistants; nor shall the Marshal or his assistants, prior to such 
award, communicate to to the Comniitte in any case, the namee of 
the owners of such animals or products. 
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4; l^hc^ Vic^wing Committee tstiaS be attended to pent by the 
3farshal and hie adsistants; and^ alby owner of stock or tnenoiber of 
the Society who shall in any way attempt to influence the decisions 
of the committees, shall forfeit all claims to a premiom. Any mem- 
ber who shall refuse to obey the Marshal, when acting within the 
'Sphere of his duty, or shall resist in the execution of his duties, shall 
,be expelled from the Society. 

5. All reports of Viewing fCommittees shall be in writing, and 
signed by the members of the committee assenting thereto; and 
.premhints' shall be cdnferitidoiithe award of s s^jority of any sUeh 
committee. 

6. No premiumiB shall be awarded without competition^ unless the 
Viewing Committee shall deem tilie animal or product highly meri- 
torious; nor shall premiums be given in cases where there is compe- 
tition, unless the Viewing Committee shsll^deem the said animal or 
product worthy of the same. 

7: No premium shall be delivered but Id the person to wliom it is 
awarded, who shall forfeit the same if ncit present to receive.it on 
the day of exhibition, unless in case of sickness or for other ona- 
I voidable occurrences, to be determined by the board* 

8. No animal presented for competitiQn:^all be entilM»le>ieceive 
, more than one premium annually. 

9. No domestic, household or other manufaetuie presenti^ for 
competition, shafl be entitled to leceive more than one premiiam an- 
nually. 

10. It shall be the duty of the Viewing Committee 4o deposit 
with the Secretary their awai)ds,.and the same sbdl hp presei^ved in 
the archives of the Society. 

11. The Executive Committee, agreeal)ly to article 1,0th of the 
constitution, shall audit the accounts of the Treasurer, and if found 
correct, shall certify to the same, prior to its submission to the annual 
meeting of the Society. 

12. It shall be the duty of the President, upon the application of 
five members of the Executive Committee, to call a meeting of" the 
same lor the dispatch of business. 

IS. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to receive and keep all 
books, pamphlets, ptfpers, dec, designed for the Society, and loan the 
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iwme to its members; and also to report to the annual mating the 
number of of volumes pertaining to the library. 

14. No person shall be entitled to rote unless he has complied 
with the provisions of the constitution. 



, LIST OF PREMIUMS. 

■^ M the annual Fair of the Calhoun county Agricultural Society, 
held at Marshall on the 20th and 21st days of September, 1849, the 

following premiums were awarded to the persons whose names are 
hereunto annexed, to wit: 

To Loren Maynard, for the best managed farm, $15 OO 

Josiah Hendryx, 2d do .10 OO 

Jas. Bryan, best crop winter wheat, d 00 

Joseph Otis, 2d do 5 OO 

6. Robertson second best bushel winter wheat, 1 OO 

Award on first best prohibited by constitution « 

J. Brown, best bushel spring wheat, 1 OO 

George Hentig, best crop corn, 8 OO 

J. S. Heath, twelve ears best corn, 50 

Isaac E. Crary, do flint corn, 50 

George Hentig, do sweet com, 50 

Loren Maynard, best crop oats, ' 3 00 
O* C. Comstock, Jr., best barrel flour, Marshal Mills, 

Marshal], 3 OO 

H. J. Cushman, 2d best, Cushman Mills, Battle Creek, 2 OO 

' S. S. Allcott, dd best, Stone Mills, Marshall, 1 OO 

George Hentig, best crop potatoes, 2 OO 

Joseph Otis, 2d do 1 OO 

Joseph Otis, best sample potatoes that have resisted rot, 100 

fi. D. Phelps, 2d do 50 

H. D. Phelps, seedling potatoes, 50 

Thomas Atkinson, sweet potatoes, 50 

S. G. Pattison, best stallion, 5 OO 

W.Farnsworth, 2d do 3 00 

John Vanderburg, stud colt, 3 00 
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John Udell, yearling colt, 
Joseph Otis, colt, 
SaxtOQ Diver, brood mare, 
S. G. Pattison, 2d do 
D* T. Hendryx, best pair draft horses^ 
John Barbour, 2d do 

J. O. Johnson, 3d do 

John Evans, working oxen, 
D. McGee, 2d do 
Z. Tillotson, 3d do 
Oliver Thomas, three year old steers, 
Asahel Beach, stock cow, 
Asahel Beach, yearling heifer, 
H. J. Hendryx, cow and pair steer calves, 
Charles Dickey, best bull, 
S. G. Pattison, 2d do 
S. G. Pattison, bull calf, 
Z^nas Tillotson, heifer calf, 
Joseph Otis, yearling steers, 
L.'Maynard, 2d do 
S. G. Pattison, dairy cow, 
Z. Tillotson, 2d do 
L, Maynard, pen of forty sheep^ 
Henry Polhemus, five ewes, , 
S. G. Pattison, 2d do 
Henry Polhemus, buck, 
L. Maynard, 2d do 
L» Maynard, 3d do 
S. Heath, boar, 
J. Brown, 2d do 
J. B. Cook, 3d do 
J* B.Cook, sow, 
J. Brown, 2d do 
0. C. Comstock, 3d do 
J. Otis, pen of four pigs, 
G. W. MeAUaster, lumber wagon, 
G. Robertson, 2d do 

18 



«1 00 


1 00 


5 00 


.3 00 


5 00 


3 00 


2 00 


5 00 


3 00 


2 00 


4 00 


3 00 


2 00 


1 00 


5 00 


3 00 


1 00 


X 00 


2 00 


1 00 


3 00 


2 00 


A 10 00 


5 00 


3 00 


3 00 


2 00 


1 00 


3 00 


2 00 


1 00 


3 00 


2 00 


1 00 


3 00 


2 08 


1 00 
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fEnos QHIm, horse rake, 
Etheridge & Co., variety of plows, 
M. Hungerford, grub hoe, 
J. Brown, straw cutter, 
George Hentig, plow, 
John Ansley, specimen of farm fetich, 
N. P. Hobart, do do 

.J. Brown, firkin butter, 
rL. Maynard, roll butter, (10 lbs.) 
J. Porter, 2d do 

'C. H. Lusk, bbl. and half cask, 
C..H. Lusk, flour barrel, 
O.C. Comstock, Jr.. 2d do 
J. Udell, carpet, (called wool^) 
Mrs. Harriet Gordon, rag carpet, 
IDelia A. Stone, wool hose, 
Howell Sanford, best woolen half hos^, 
Barnes Winters, do yam, 
Juliana Woolsey, M do 
"Nancy C. Scamlln, best bonnet, (June grass,) 
Mrs. J. A. "Way, best needlework, 
Mrs. D. Clark, best counterpane, 
'Henry Failing, best woolen shawl, 
John UdeU, best table linen, 
Mrs. R. E. Hall, best hearth rug, 
Miss D. A. Stone, best ottaman cover, 
Mrs. I. E.'Crary, best table cover, 
'Mrs. Clarrissa Hough, best buck gloves and moccasins, 

ticket of membership, 
Etheridge & Co., sadiron, goose, &c„ 
^. F. & S. Cogswell, clothes bars, 
Job Pettengill, flour scoop, 
"H. A. Tillotson, stove furniture, 
li. Bradley, trunk, 
Alexander Peterman, screw plate, 
vH. A. Woodruff, roll of leather, 



♦1 oe 


^00 


1 00 


2 00 


1 00 


2 00 


.1 00 


3 00 


d 00 


50 


a Of 


1 00 


50 


'S 00 


i 0© 


50 


58 


a 00 


50 


1 06 


1 00 


50 


1 60 


50 


50 


50 


1 00 


50 


fO 


50 


50 


3 00 


50 


50 


I 00 
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«Georg6 Hdtitig, celery, «90 50 

do cafroti^ .50 

do beets, 50 

do rhubait^ . ^e 

J. . F. Saotell, squash, M 

'Daniel Woolsey, pumpkins, 50 

Milo Soule, cabbage, 50 

tC: Robinson, apples, (large variety, J 1 06 

John Barbour, 2d 50 

James Remson, apples, (fine specimen,) 50 

J. M. B. Wetherwaz, do do 50 

James Humeston, grapes, % *!§ 

Isaac. E. Crary, 2d do 50 

James Humeston, quinces, 50 

Miss Mary Comstock, boquet of flowers, 75 

George Hentig, 2d do 50 

J. F. Bardwell, six dahlias, 71; 

Mrs. J. W. Gordon, do 50 

IZ. Tillotson, green house plant, i 00 

O. C. Comslock, Jr., 2d do 50 

J. A. Way, roses, (triumph du luxumberg,) 50 

F. A. Kingsbury, bureau, 2 00 

Lewis W. Tillotson, Poland chickens, 50 

Master O. C. Comstock, 2d do 25 

At the plowing match, James Connelly, Granville Beardsley, and 

J. G. Johnston plowed; and upon an examination of the report of 

the judges, the executive committee were of the opinion that they 

could not award a premium, aad they concluded to pay to^ach com- 

^petitor one dollar. 

I am authorized by Col. Maynard to say that he will donate 
10 the society the amount of the premium a^warded to him on his 
•farm. Mllo Soulk, ficc'y. 
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ADDRESS OF HON. WM. M. FENTON, 

DELIVERKD AT THE FIRST ANMUAL FAIR OF TBI CALHOUN COUNTY 
AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY, 8EFTEMBRR 20, 1849. 

By itB public gatherings, its festivals and anniversaries, may the char* 
acter of a nation be judged. The historian has recounted in vivid cdors 
the events of those times when knightly valor and illustrious descent 
were the only passports to distinction; when the gorgeous displays of 
chivalry, and the imposing ceremojiiesof the tournament formed the 
focus of attraction to all; when the wealth of a kingdom was squan- 
dered to add delicacies to the banquet, or brilliancy to the pageants 
of royalty. While the imagination dwells upon the princely splen* 
dor, the baronial magnificence, or the heroic deeds of those who yet 
live on the page of history, we almost forget that such a picture pre- 
sents to us an age when political power was vested in the hands of a 
few who claimed it as a prerogative of gentle birth; when the hard 
earnings of the poor and oppressed were unsparingly taken to pam- 
per to the pleasures of their rulers; when the humble tillers of the 
soil were debased, their occupation despised, and they lef\ to suffer 
the burden without enjoying the blessings of civil government; when 
the now honorable vocation of the husbandman was followed only by 
those who, breathing fin air tainted by the miasma of despotism, 
were comdemned to toil without compensation, to live the life and 
eat the bread of the slave. 

But the exhibition here presented to the eye, the occurrence of 
your first Agricultural Fair, the thoughts to which the occasion on 
which we are assembled give rise, all tell of another and a better 
age; of an age and country where no titled despot is permitted to 
revel in wealth, in luxury and power, while those around him are 
condemned to toil and servitude; but where the pure air of freedom 
is inhaled by an intelligent population, and where the onward march 
of enterprise and the continued amelioration of the condition of the 
human race afford active stimulants to the better energies of man's 
nature. They tell of an age when the art of agriculture is held in 
the highest respect, and its importance is being well understood; 
when those engaged in the cultivation of the earth are led to feel in 
a greater degree the responsibility of the position in which they are 
placed, and the dignity of the occupation they pursue. 
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History amply demonstrates, that in proportion to the relative im^ 
portance and respectability attached to agriculture afid the industrial 
pursuits incident to it, as compared with others, will be the strength 
and prosperity of the State, and the wealth and happiness of its in* 
habitants; while as a nation becomes addicted to luxury and idleness, 
and inclined to look with contempt upon those employments necessa- 
ry to our subsistence and comfort, so will be its decline and ultimate 
fall and degradation. Agriculture is an art which, coeval with the 
existence of man, has ever been indispensable to the production of 
most of the necessaries and many of the luxuries of life. It has 
administered alike to the happiness and wealth of individuals and of 
states; and wherever it is brought to a high degree of perfection, and 
is the prevailing employment of intelligent citizens, will be found a 
country abounding in wealth and population; becoming a granary to 
other nations, and blessed with the comforts and refinements incident 
to civilization. With a soil and climate suited to the varied produc- 
tions of prolific nature, with a territory as yet but sparsely popula- 
ted, it becomes with us a primary object to cultivate the earth, and 
to awaken a just appreciation of tlje paramount importance of this 
pursuit should be among the principal ends at which this society 
should aim. 

In discharging the honorable trust your committee have confided 
to me, it might seem to be appropriate, and may perhaps be expect- 
ed, that I should give some hints and communicate some information 
which would be of actual and immediate service in practical farm- 
ing. That duty should however be confided to more experienced 
hands. If you gather from me no such instruction, let my limited 
knowled|;e of the peculiarities of your soil and products, as well as 
my own limited experience, be a sufficient apology. In that work 
are engaged able minds — men whose whole souls are devoted to the 
cause; whose thoughts, theories and practical experiments are peri- 
odically «^)pearing in the agricultural papers of the day — papers, 
without which a farmer will soon find himself far behind the age in 
which he Uves; without which it would be impossible for him to com- 
pete with his bettar informed neighbor, or to keep himself on a level 
with those whom be may once have excelled in the science of farm- 
ing. Adding then my tribute to the intrinsic value and almost in- 
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di^efUNtb^ neoesiity of agricultural papers to the farmer, you wiM». 
I doubt Dol, excuse me from atlemptbg to eolightea you on what 
ean there better be learned, and what could undoubtedly be better 
taught by some among you, and bear with me i& some remarks pf a 
general natuve, elicited by the invitation extended me and the impor-^ 
tance of the object in which you are engaged.- 

It has been said that three hours^ useful labor in a day is sufficient 
to procure aU the necessaries and comforts of life. If this be the^ 
case, we are led to inquire whence comes the misery, wretchedness^ 
and destitution of so great a portion of the human family; and the 
reply is furnished at once in 1 he fact that so many are engaged in 
no productive employment; or worse than that, lead lives of vice 
and idleness. These consume the necessaries raised by the indus- 
trious, and are too often pampered, petted and fed by those who, iiv 
obedience to the command of holy writ, earn their bread by daily 
toil Such has been too much the case by those who, governed by 
the dictates of a mistaken tenderness, have deemed it a duty to se- 
lect for their sons and daughters other positions in society than 
those connected witli the pursuits of agriculture. 

It is but a brief period since by many it was thought derogatory 
to the character of a young gentleman to be brought up to the- labor 
of a farm, or a young lady to be versed in the mysteries of the dairy 
or the loom. Hence the productions of the industrious farmer- 
were squandered in a worse than idle use of the means within his 
reach; his sons became dissolute and extravagant, his daughters, their 
health ruined by the dissipation and irregularities incident to fashion- 
able life, fit subjects for a slow and lingering consumption. The ex- 
perience of the past has afforded too many instances of the melan- 
choly results of this supposed duty of the parent, in the lose of his 
property and the ruin of the health and reputation of his family. 
But that day has gone by. A new standard of respectability has 
been raised within our borders. The productions of the husband- 
man are not now squandered in a worse than vain attempt to elevate 
the condition oi his sons and daughters by fellowing the exactions 
of arbitrary fashion, but by habits of industry and frugality he isad- 
<iing wealth to his store^ and liealth, happiness and substantial respee- 
tabilhy to his family. 
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To the accomplishment of thi9 desijcstble change in tbe' public inin^{« 
nothing has more conduced than agricultural socte ties; and if anin-- 
dividual could be found so- skeptical as to doubt their utility, the evi- 
denee here tendered to bia senses should dispel his apprehensions. 
The manifestations of the enterprize of the farmers and mechanics 
of your county, exhibited in the inurieties of stock, agricultural im- 
plements and products here displayed) are not only gratifying to the 
eye, but convincing proof of the skill and intelligence of those who 
have in so eminent a degree been successful in their respective vo- 
cations. Besides, the energy and perseverence with which you have 
commenced and seem likely to continue to urge forward the genera) 
object of this Society, give bright tokens of success; and the day 
is not far distant when the results will be evident in the improved 
culture of the soil, the additional conveniences, comforts and elegan- 
cies surrounding the home of the Calhoun county farmer, and the 
increased consideration and respect which will follow the improve- 
ment of his general condition. 

The tendency of association is in a greater or less degpee accord- 
ing to the capabilities of its members, to infuse into the minds of 
each the knowledge and experience of all combined. The exhibi- 
tion of the stock and productions of a farm incites to honorable em- 
ulation in the future, all those who have not arrived at the same 
degree of perfection; and the various notes and essays presented by 
practical and scientific farmers, are not only instructive for the time 
being, but become permanently useful when committed to the press 
and placed within the reach of those who are disposed to read. 
The agriculturists of a county like this, when collected together,, 
have a higher and more exalted conception of their relative import- 
ance in society, their numerical,, moral and political strength — they 
are soon led to perceive that it is for them to (ktermine their own' 
true position, the elevation upon which they shall stand as to refine- 
ment and intelligence — each has an object in raising the standard of 
his profession, and all combine in a generous rivalry with other 
occupations to excel in practical usefulness. 

The mind of the intelligent farmer is never excited by a jealousy 
of those pursuing other vocations. <' He is a friend to manufactures^ 
by which the raw material is prepared for t!.e use of man, and to^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



144 

commerce, which converts the surplus of his produce into permanent 
wealth, and place upon his hospitable board the fruits of other climes.'^ 
To the mechanic, the raaufacturer, the merchant and the professional 
man, he gives each his due weight in the scale, well knowing that all are 
necessary to form the great harmonious whole of society — yet, as 
the originator of the wealth which has built our villages and cities, 
which sustains our merchants, our mechanics, our churches and our 
schools, our manufactures and our commerce, and indeed our gov- 
ernment itself, the farmer claims, as he deserves , the highest place 
for his profession. 

The first and principal means of acquiring wealth, or even sub- 
sistence, is the cultivation of the earth. The hand of man brings 
into active use the properties of the soil, and that Being who regu- 
lates the seasons rewards the labors of the husbandman. Here is 
actual capital created by the application of skill and labor to the 
natural qvalities of the soil, and thus property is produced — this is 
used so far as necessary for support, and the surplus is exchanged 
^ith the mechanic for his wares, and with the merchant for his goods; 
or is sold for cash;, which is reserved for a future occasion when ex- 
penditure for any purpose may be required. 

Familiar, as you are, with the early settlement of the country, you 
can the better appreciate the truth of the position, that all wealth is 
first directly produced by the hand of the husbandman. Take for 
example any locality with which you are acquainted. The pioneer 
fells the first tree in a forest of many miles in e:i^tent, and the sound 
of his axe is echoed only by the wilderness with which he is sur- 
rounded; it is heard by no human ear but his own — enterprize leads 
him on; he is cheered bjr the hope of a bright future. In a little 
time his clearing is made, a rude shelter is erected for his familyt 
and the products o(% farm have given him a reward for his labor — 
•the opening now made, other families settle in his vicinity — as soon 
as it is found that a new settlement is commenced, artizans of every 
description follow, and he, who solitary and alone threaded his way 
through the then pathless wild, now finds himself surrounded with 
ehops^ stores and mills. A busy town springs up before him, as if 
created by the wand of an enchanter— improved roads, comfortable 
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dwellings, extended farms, ntid the neat school house an^ the grace- 
ful spire of the village church, tell of comfort* of intelligence^ of 
virtue and of wealth. Were it not for the enterprise of the pioneer 
who thus breaks ground in the wilderness, and for the products of 
the farm, which have thus sprung into existence, who of all that now 
busy village population would have found means of subsistence, or 
would have sought there a resting placet Not one. No: but for 
the produce of the farmer, the mechanic would have found no com- 
pensation for his labor or the merchant for his goods — no mills 
would have been erected, and the teacher of the school, the minister 
of the Gospel, or the man of the law could not have obtained means 
to clothe, to feed and to support himself and family — all would have 
been still, solitary and undisturbed as when left by the hand of the 
Creator. This is an isolated case; but as it is with a single locality, 
so it is and must continue to be with our country at large, until vast 
regions yet unsettled are brought into subjection by the hand of 
man; and the basis of our wealth must be the produce of agriculture, 
although manufactures are its auxiliary, and will increase Iwith the 
density of our population. 

It has been said of agriculture, that ** manufactures are grafted 
upon it as that replenishing stock which supplies nourishment to all 
their different and extensive branches. It is the life of industry, 
and it is the soul of economy — it is that art which alone lays the 
foundation for a plentiful supply to the various necessities of the 
poor, by affording them constant employment, and exciting their in- 
dustry — from which must result a consequent security to the govern* 
ment." To elevate and refine the mind — to awaken the intellect — 
to beautify and adorn life, the ornamental as well as useful arts are 
necessary, and without them we should indeed he but little removed 
from the savage. Each occupation or pursuit which arouses ce* 
nius or excites to activity, enterprise and industry, is dependent in a 
greater or less degree upon others, and all are necessary to our com- 
fort, well being and happiness. Yet, while we concede to each and 
every industrial pursuit its due share of consequence, we cannot fail 
to perceive the paramount importance of agriculture to the growth 
and developement of the resources of our country, as the main pro- 
ducing branch of industry. The riches of every nation depend 
19 
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chiefly upon the. products of its lands; and it is a irile but incontro* 
vertible axiom in polilical economy, that we must, to become 
wealthy, produce more than wo consume — in other words, we must 
export more than we import, to have the balance of trade in our 
favor. 

Without becoming obnoxious to the charge of dealing in politics, 
where everything of that nature is out of place, it may not be too 
much, indeed it is not, for the men of the west to say, that the great 
interests of our country are those >vhich require the markets of the 
world — and the more open and free they are to us, the more steady 
and sure will be our advancement in wealth and prosperity. 

But whether the ports of the old world are or are not freely opened 
to us for the purposes of commerce, when the voice of their neces- 
sities reach us across the broad expanse of waters by which we are 
separated, it awakens a response which sends joy and gladness to the 
sorrowrul and distressed. Already the deep sympathy of the Amer- 
ican people has been appealed to, to feed the starving millions of Eu- 
rope — and the appeal has not been in vain. The coffers of wealth 
and the granaries of the husbandman have been alike opened to the 
cries of the heart-stricken and famishing population of Ireland; and 
the thanks of a nation of sufferers, for relief from the dangers of 
starvation, has been wafted to us by the breeze of the Atlantic. 

It is a source of gratification to believe that evils like these can 
never exist among us while we continue to be an agricultural people j 
for the hmits of our country will continue to expand with the growth 
of enterprise and the increase of our population — affording in the 
future as it has in the past, to the down trodden and oppressed of 
every clime, a refuge and a home. 

VVho shall prescribe bounds to the area of freedom? Already the 
name of "American Citizen" is a protecting aegis to the traveler 
from the shores of the Atlantic to those of the Pacific, and throughout 
the habitable globe. "The sun which at its rising gilds the lofiy peaks 
of the granite hills of New Hampshire, ere it sets on our western 
borders reflects back its glittering rays from the golden sands of Cal- 
ifornia." Within a brief period the British provinces of North 
America will knock for admission at the door of the Union, and the 
oppressed descendant of the Aztecs seek the sheher and protection of 



Digitized by 



Google 



147 

our flag against the exactions of a miHtary despotism. Then, indeed, 
will "the whole boundless continent be ours" — that event may not be 
far distant. 

True, it i? for the future to determine whether such shall be our 
destiny — but, in the mean time, the agriculturists of the Union, who 
number three and a half times more than those engaged in all other 
pursuits, have a duty to perform in this regard to themselves, their 
families and their country. Hence it becomes important that the 
tone of public opinion, the sentiment of the masses upon the great 
political topics of the day, should be such as to give assurance of the 
permanency of our confederacy; ^nd to accomplish this object, ac- 
tive exertions should be used to promote the spread of intelligence 
among those engaged in the cultivation of the soil, for on them we 
must mainly rely. 

The occupation of adult males in the United States is estimated 
as follows: 

Engaged in internal navigaton, 33,076 

do on the ocean, 66,021 

do in the learned professions, 65,255 

do in commerce, 119,607 

do in manufactures, 791,749 

do in agriculture, 8,719,957 

There being three and a half times more engaged in agriculture 

than all other pursuits, and composing as they do the numerical, 

physical and moral strength of the nation, it is for them to determine 

what shall be its policy. 

This is not the time or the occasion for discussing what that policy 
should be; and it is not my purpose to do so. Men may differ in 
the details of carrying it out, even if it was settled. We have seen 
the most eminent statesmen, men whose patriotism could not for a 
moment be doubted, men actuated by no other motive than their 
country's good, radically dilFering upon some of the most important 
features of governmental policy. Yet it is the masses who place 
men in a position to determine the great questions of the day. And 
whatever may be with them the prevailing sentiment, will eventually 
be obeyed by their public servants. Although for a time, the voice 
of the people may be drowned in the eloquence of the stateman, or 
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he disregarded by the truckling politician, yet the walls of the eaprt- 
ol will ultimately echo their will, as expressed in the silent ballot. 
Without, then, discussing the propriety of this or that policy or meas- 
ure, we may safely conclude, that without a high degree of intelli- 
gence, our people will not be able to judge rightly, and act wisely 
their part, in the great interests tboy are called upon to guard and 
protect It should be among the principle objects of a society like 
this, to elevate the intellectual standard of community; infuse a high- 
er degree of energy into our common schools, and our seminaries 
of learning; and lead the public mind to a just appreciation of the 
vast importance of diffiising information among our agricultural pop- 
ulation, who so far out-number all others; and we need not fear the 
result of an effort to accomplish this object, by such honorable means 
as are within their reach. 

Schools for the especial education of the rising generation, in the 
science of farming, may nut be necessary; but if there was connect- 
ed with our schools, wherever it could be maintained, an agricultur- 
al department, and if such was the case with our University, or 
State Normal School, all that is desired might be accomplished. If 
in place of the years of drudgery, now spent to learn a little practi- 
cal knowledge of farming, a short period in a public school was de- 
voted to acquire it as a science, much of the labor which is now 
worse than useless would be saved; while the educated youth would 
be ready to add the stores of the information so acquired to his phy- 
sical capacities, and become in a short time what otherwise he might 
be years in attaining — a thorough and intelligent farmer. There 
can be no good reason given why the art of agriculture should not 
be taught in schools, as well as any other; or why the son of the far- 
mer should be limited to his acquirements at winter quarters, at a 
common school, without the opportunity of obtaining a scientific 
knowledge of his profession. Let it be taught as an art or science,, 
with a professorship in our University, and you will at once have 
raised to a level with other professions, that which is acknowledged 
by the anprejudiced, to be the most ancient and honorable. An ob- 
ject of this kind is one well worthy of your most active and perse- 
vering eflbrts; it is an effort to give to mind that ascendency in the 
pursuit of agriculture, which it has acquired in every other; and to 
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bring into aclivily the otherwise dormant energies of thousand* of 
the tillers of the soil. 

So far as this object has already been accomplished, it has been at- 
tended with the happiest results. The efforts of scientific minds in 
the useful invention and improvements they have affected, have light- 
ened the toil, while they have added aplual wealth to the husband- 
man. Ii is 7nind — cultivated mind — which has produced the impro- 
ved plow and threshing machine of modern times; with one the la- 
bor and expense of the first- tillage has been lightened, and with the 
other the capital of the producer is brought into present use as soon 
as bounteous Nature has furnished het abundant harvest. I need 
not rehearse the vast improvements in agricultural implements anc| 
the knowledge acquired in the mode of culture, and the adaptation 
of each variety of soil to a particular product, in the raising of stocky 
in the growing of wool; in short, in every thing appertaining to the 
varied duties and interests of the farmer, as well as to his comfort 
and respectability. They are all familiar to you, and those of the 
present day already experience many of the advantages arising from 
the efforts of minds directed to the acquisition of a knowledge of 
farming as a science. 

It, is the further progress of these useful improvements, the still 
higher position to which the agriculturist should arise, that ought now 
to be aimed at. To effect this object with the greatest certainty and 
the most speedily, nothing would seem to be more appropriate than 
the course alluded to. Let agriculture be taught as a science in our 
Bchools. Establish for it a professorship in our University or Slate 
Normal School, and the farmers of our State would strive to fit them-, 
selves for a seat in that chair. Doubtless it could already be filled 
by an individual possessed of all the necessary qualifications, with 
as much grace and dignity, as much learning and ability as is that of 
any other. It would be a proud day for Michigan when she could 
point to her seat of learning as the fountain from whence was to is- 
sue knowledge, scientific knowledge, of that art whose origin is co- 
eval with the existence of man; which is the most necessary to his 
existence; which most eoDobles, dignifies and exalts him; which has 
among its votaries the political, moral and physical strength of the^ 
nation; and without which the vast domains of our country would 
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^>e doomed to remain through coming ages untenanted by aught save 
the wild beast and the savage. Accomplish, this object and the other 
is effected. Once give to the son an opportunity to learn farming as 
« science, and you will find his mind stored not only with the infor- 
»mation necessary to the pursuit to which he is devoted, but with all 
fthat fund of knowledge so necessary to enable him to act that part 
•which he will be called upon to perform as one of the citizens of the 
Union. Let him learn that he is not a mere machine; that physical 
rforce is not the only weapon which will aid him in grappling with 
rthe duties of his calling; let him know that science can be brought 
.to his aid in detecting the chemical properties of the soil he is to till, 
rand its adaptation to the raising of the grain he is to sow, in procu- 
ring and in using the implements of husbandry; and indeed, in every 
'thing he is called upon to do, let him know all he would be taught in 
an agricultural school, and depend upon it, the mind once aroused 
.on that subject will never be allowed so sleep on any other. Not 
only will he become proficient in the rudiments of a general educa- 
tion, with which agriculture might be connected, but he would ac- 
quire a respect for his own profession which nothing else can give — 
he would see its importance, that it ranks side by side with the most 
learned. His intellect once awakened would seek new themes on 
which to dwell, and the duties of a citizen or those more responsible 
.duties of a legislator, if need be, would be discharged by him in a 
manner worthy of himself and of his positbn. The friends of his 
youth with whom in hours of study and research he had wrestled 
manfully in an honorable strife for the meed of praise, may be in 
his afterlife the men with whom he is to grapple on the theatre of 
political action; and reminisences of the days when they struggled 
together for the attainment of the science of Agriculture, may be 
called up within the walls of the Senate chamber by the future men 
Df the nation, 

It is a bright hope, one that gives confidence to the patriot, to be- 
lieve that the day is dawning when in every State and County, So- 
cieties like this will spring up — when the science of Agriculture will 
be taught in our Schools and Colleges — when intellect will be respect- 
ed, and education be diffused, and by far the largest portion of our 
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]>opulatioii be universally possessed of the intelligence necessary for 
good citizens. When that time arrives, we need not fear accessions' 
to our numbers — let wave on wave roll along until they reach the 
distant shores of the Pacific, improving and cultivating the earth as* 
' they pass, building up towns and cities in their progress, until the* 
Rocky Mountains shall reverberate with the clang of the artisan's' 
hammer, and the wild waters of the Oregon be burdened with ves- 
sels bearing the products of those now far off plains to a distant' 
market Over the broad surface of the western continent will then' 
be spread an enterprising, busy, intelligent and happy people. 

VVith the vast extent of our yet untilled lands, and under the be- 
nign influence of a republican government, we need not fear the 
overshadowing blight of monopolies or of centralization. The geni- 
us of <our institutions leads to the diffusion of the wealth that may 
be accumulated by individual enterprise. Here, no lordly owner of 
boundless domains entails his estate to the first born of generation 
after generation through all time, but with the demise of a wealthy 
citizen comes the distribution of his estate among his kindred, how- 
ever numerous; and the whole community share in some degree the 
benefit of his acquisitions. As each thus obtains a small capital 
with which to embark in business, a new impulse is given to enter- 
prise, and in place of one, hundreds of fortunes are thus begun, 
which eventually may be increased to large estates, and again be 
distributed, still adding to the enterprise, and stimulating the activity 
of those who succeed them. 

A writer remarks: "A landed interest divided through a whole 
community, while it discards luxury by encouraging industry, pre- 
serves that equality among the inhabitants which is the only foun- 
dation of a lasting republic. Whatever, therefore, tends to lessert 
an equality of landed possessions, is repugnant to good policy in a 
free government." Perhaps no one feature of bur institutions more 
than this tends to arouse the energy of those just entering upon the 
stage of lifd? Each feels that with industry ^nd frugality he may 
become equally wealthy and respected with others who surround 
him, while he struggles not to pull down those above him, but to 
raise himself to a level with those who stand highest in the scale of 
honorable distinction. 



Digitized by 



Google 



152 

It has been said that money is the god of the Americans; but is it 
not well for us that such stimulus to exertion exists — that but few 
are found so degraded as to ^ive themselves up to lives of idleness, 
vice and want, while nearly all are striving to attain the means of 
a comfortable subsistence for themselves and their families; to edu- 
cate and rear their children in such a manner, that they may, in 
their turn, take their places among the men of a nation where ihe 
road to preferment is alike o|)en to all — to the poor as well as ihe 
rich, to the self made man as well as to the sons of those who have 
become wealthy or distinguished^ Such is, indeed, the case with 
our country now — such it will continue to be so long as we remain 
essentially an agricultural people. 

To preserve in their original purity the main principles of our 
government, we need only assure ourselves that the generations to 
succeed us will be composed of educated, intelligent and liberal 
minded farmers; that the three-fourths of our voting population, 
which they comprise, shall have the advantages necessary to qualify 
them to act well the important part which will be theirs in the drama 
of life, and in the accomplishment of that object this society may act 
a prominent part. 

And now let us recur for a moment to the reflections arising from 
the recent settlement and rapid growth of the West, from the con- 
viction that the spot on which we now stand, was, but a brief period 
since, untrodden by the foot of civilized man. In looking over the 
files of a Magazine printed in 1789, 1 find an article which is too ni- 
structive to be passed by unnoticed; and from which, by your leave, 
J will make a few extracts. It is headed: "Advice to American Far- 
mers about to settle in new CounCries." Here are some of its pro- 
visions — 

"1st. Avoid removing to Kentucke and Niagara for the following 
reasons: 

1. You will be exposed to great danger of being killed by Indians 
on your way to those places. • 

2. You will be out of reach, should you arrive at either of those 
places, of the protection of the new federal government of the Uni- 
ted States. 
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"3. You will (probably be forever separated from your relations 
land frieads. 

4. You will be deprived of the advantages, for many years, of 
public worship, and of schools for the instruction of your children. 

5. You will labor for little or nothing, for while you will be 
obliged to pay fifteen shillings for a pair of shoes, and other neces- 
saries in the same proportion, you will be obliged to sell your wheat 
for one shilling and your Indian corn for six pence a bushel. 

IM, (Advice against settling where negro slavery prevails.) 
3d. Choose lands for a settlement that are near those navigable 
waters that run towards the Atlantic Ocean, and which are within 
the jurisdiction of the United States. The lands on the east and 
west branches of the Susquehanna, and on the creeks which empty in- 
to it, are of an excellent quality, &c., &c. 

* • « * * • . * 

The disputes at Wyoming are in a fair way of being quieted for- 
ever. At present, order and good government previdl in that part of 
the country, the banditti who formerly disturbed it having moved off 
towards the lakes.*' 

Strangely mingled are the emoUons which arise in the mind on 
reading these words of one, who, although he couid not have laid 
claim to the gift of prophecy, doubtless gave the advice in the sincer« 
ity of his heart, and with the sole view of the welfare of his rea- 
ders. It may be the writer still lives — it is but sixty years since — 
and many who were then in being, yet live and can comprehend the 
changes which the genius of republican institutions has wrought 
within the short period of a single life. Some who hear me now 
may be among that number. 

Avoid removing to Niagara for fear of being killed by the Indians! 
Alas, the scanty remnants of those once powerful and warlike tribes 
who now people that region, give a melancholy and truthful picture of 
the certain decay of a race of ignorant barbarians, and throw out in 
bold relief the advantage of civilization, of intelligence and enterprise. 
. The extreme point to which it was then considered dangerous to re- 
move, is now a busy mart! with an industrious population pf many 
thousand souls. Instead of being deprived of tlie protection of the 

20 
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federal government, its interests are fostered and built up, it has* 
swarms of federal officers feeding at the public crib, and it has given 
a Vice President to the Union. In place of being separated forever 
by so distant a removal to the West, from their relations aRd friends, 
the early settlers of those dreaded regions are now foHowing their 
sons and daughters in tb^ir onward migration to the plains and val^ 
leys of the Mississippi, or the still more distant lands of Oregon and 
California. Instead of l)eing deprived of places of public worship, 
and schools for their children^ the spires of their churches and the 
domes of their sehool houses and academiea are towering heaven- 
ward in many » village and city in the country of Niagara; and in 
place of laboring without compensation, or selling'.wheat ata sJiIIiing 
and corn at sixpence a bushel, no country can boast of a better, surer, 
or more remunerative market for agricultural products, or a bet- 
ter return for labor than* theirs. True, the early settlers found there 
a wilderness,, but it was opened by the pioneer, and subdued, cultiva- 
ted and improved by the husbandman, and richly have the^.been re- 
warded. Although for a time removed from a market, yet the spirit 
of enterprise followed those pioneers, and a CKnton was found of 
forethought and sagacity sufficient to project the Erie canal, through 
which the surplus products not only of the Niagara country, but of 
the western world are to find their way to a market; while at its ter- 
mination has arisen a city whose vessels ply the waters of Lakes a 
thousand miles in extent, bearing away to the fertile regions of the 
West, the emigrants and the merchandize of the East and the world, 
and returning richly laden with the products of Ohio and Michigan, 
of Illinois, Indiana and of Wisconsin. The population upon the lands- 
of the Susqiiehana have already changed from an agricultural to a 
manufacturing people, and none are now found so ignorant as to pre- 
fer them to the rich bottom lands or the plains and prairies of the 
West. The disputes in the village of Wyoming are forgotten, or 
only recollected by a perusal of the page of history; while the ban- 
ditti who once disturbed the quiet, if they removed to the Lakes, 
have become extinct, and the country around those inland seas, once 
so rnuch dreaded, now the abode of a thriving, prosperous imd'happy 
population of many millions of souls. Hardships liave been endu- 
red and privations suffered, but the difficulties of a border life were- 
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€K>on overcome, and the hardy pioneer in a little time found himself 
surrounded by all the arts aj^d refinements incident to a settlement 
of an older growth. 

Where once a Daniel Boon traversed alone the wilderness^ meet- 
ing with but the savage, and with him too oi\en in the deadly affiray, 
are now seen cultivated fields and flourishing cities; and the laurels 
of Kentucky's chivalrous sons well earned on many a hard-fought 
iield in other States for their country's sake, show more plainly than 
words can tell how those difficulties, once thought to be in the way of 
the early settler, have disappeared with the onward march of enter- 
prise. 

At a recent period, when the emigrant begali to wend his way be- 
yond the bounds of Niagara, and across the Lakes, there came to 
the shores of Michigan in considerable numbers^ an intelligent and 
enterprising race of farmers. 

The county of Calhoun, ex celling some, equaling others in thefei- 
tillty of her soil, early received attention; and those who sought here 
a home, have not been disappointed in their estimate of its advanta- 
ges. In the year 1837 I had occasion to visit this county, and to 
travel through a considerable portion of it. The settlements were 
then in their infancy — Marshall had taken at once an importance 
from being the County Town — enterprising men had just discovered 
the advantages of Battle Creek for milling and mai^ufacturing puf* 
poses, and were commencing operations there. In traveling through 
different parts of the county I found some clearings commenced, 
some rude dwellings erected, but few fences, and with the exception 
of the main thoroughfare, but few improved roads; in many instBi>« 
ces barely a bridle pat-h from point to point upon the cross routes. 
The raising of sheep and growing of wool was not begun. As in 
all new countries, the great effort seemed to be to put in wheat, se- 
curing thereby a quick and certain return for the labor of breaking 
up the soil. But it was easy to see that intelligence and enterprise 
were here^-^here were no idlers. The settlers, though few, were of 
the right stamp; they were agriculturist. Underthetr auspices your 
population has increased until you now number tvirenty thousand 
Beautiful villages have sprung up within your midst; chnrohes and 
school houses adorn every neighborhood; the locomotive, with its long 
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Uaia of c»r8 heavily laden, traverses the iron road through your 
couttty. The tigbtning of heaven, subjected to the skill of man's in- 
vention, furnishes you hourly with what of intepest transpires 
tbfoughout the land. The results of ever varying struggles of the 
nations of the old world, their financial condition, the rise and fall 
of their i^ods, the variations in their markets, are communicated to 
you by the electric flash as soon as known in the ports of the Atlan- 
tic. More than all, you nave within your borders, as the exhibitions 
of thifl fair.so well demonstrate, the, main producing branch of indus- 
try in an advanced stage of perfection — good farms to tiH, and com- 
fortable dwellings for those who till them — good crops and produce; 
•choice stock, and indeed all that goes to form the means of wealth, 
•comfort and contentnient. For all these you are indebted to the no- 
ble efforts of the pioneer, and the continued activity and c^nterprise 
of your farmers. Without ?hese, your mechanics, your merchants 
and professional men could not exist. In place of the hotels, stores 
«nd beautifal dwelUngs, the mills and workshops, manufactories and 
public edifices which go to form your village, nothing would have 
been seen on the spot where they now stand, save the wild that Na- 
ture left, in all its solHude. 

The picture is before you— H can be seen and understood by all. 
The interests of the county of Calhoun are identified with its agri- 
•culture, and the reflection ifhould add renewed strength and use ful- 
lness to % society designed to piace in bold relief its advantages. Its 
impo-Ftance once appreciated, it will not be neglected or undervalued 
"while these who 'Compose this society continue their praiseworthy 
•exertions. 

And thia ia a county four hundred miles west of that eo much 
dreaded Niagara, the emigrants to which wore supposed to risk their 
Jives on thiair way thiitber. There it was indeed unknown, save as 
^ao iatetgral portion of t^e Northwestern Territory — ^a Territory in- 
4valMted by Indians, the terror of the frontier settlements. In fact, 
fcut a <few years sinee^ and within our recollection it was a wilder- 
neaa-'Hiiow il h one of the most populous and enterprising ccimties 
in tbefitate of Michigan, situated centrally, with an easy and speedy 
.cmnoBimoatien to a fcoreign market. Instead of being iar west, it is 
«a^ ••n the threabkold of the vestem world. Tbrea quarters of th^ 
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North American ooatiaexit is still beyond us, «ii(Pf«irt:pe6]»]iagi with 
those who will' ere long hold the bdauoce of die pelitbel pjowei^ of 
this govemmeot. Let it^ be peopled by the baafdy atid' ettterpk^Efiiiig 
Anglo Saxon, and let the cultiration of the soil, and' the industrld' 
pursuits to which that gives rise, be their pride, and we need not fear 
the result, for ** in whatever country agriculture, manufactures, in- 
dustry and economy prosper, there riches, peace, morality and human 
happiness must prevail They are those noble, majestic pillars on 
which must be supported every moral aod poli'Jcal stnicture*-'tfaey 
are the vitals of commerce, the genuine parent of wealth, the social 
friends of true virtue, and the enemies only of vice find immor- 
ality." 

But the basis of all these is agrioulture— it is the rock oo which is 
built our hope of permanent prosperity. 

In what more ennoblin^eroployment than this can man engafe ? 
Designed as it is by the great author of our being, that maa 4n the 
sweat of bis f»ce should eat bread all the daifs of his life,'' he seems 
best to be fulfilling the fiat of the Almighty when eng^ed in the 
pursuite of -agrkettlture-<^that occupation which has been eulogised by. 
the philosopher, has been taught by the sage, has bean the burden 
of song, and'in which providence seems peculiariy to- dri^^bt in af- 
fording a reward to labor. To that, a» the u]tima-thule> have the 
wise and wealthy of all nations resorted, i^n every other source of 
peace and oonientment has been essayed in vain* 
*' Oh, knew he but his happiness, of meir 
The happiest he, who, far from public rage 
Deep in the vale with a choice for few retired. 

Drinks the pure pleasures of the rural life. 

« « • * » 

Sure peace is his? asdid)iJfo,estraQged 

To' disappoinUnent and faHacious hope; 

Rich in content, in nature's bounty rich.'* 
Engaged in an employment hallowed by divine sanction, while it 
is necessary to our subsistence, the agriculturist enjoys an indepen- 
dence known not to others. He is conscious that the seed planted 
by his hand is destined, through the instrumentality of bounteous 
providence, to pxoduce an hundred fold; and while he feels his de» 
pe:ndence upon the periodical return of the seasons and the invisible 
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operations of nature, he relies with the coofideoce, through ditm« 
protection, up^ reaping the rich reward of his labors. When he 
returns hemeward from bis daily toil, he is welcomed by the greeting 
of his loved one. 

The laodett eye wkese beams on his alone 

Ecstatic shine; the little stroAg embrace 

Of prattling children twined around his neck. 

And emulous to please him, calling forth 

The fond parental soiA. , 
Kik tire not the sons and datighlers whose every look if pale and 
sicltly, Or foFerish and excited, as they return from the haunts of 
drssipsttion of the fashionable and gay-^but natare, in all its lavish 
luxuriance, has given them the greatest of earthly blessings, health 
aad untiring activity. The pallid visage of Itie fashionaible lounger 
or the city belle cai>not compare with the ruddy cheek and the elas- 
tic step of the maid erf the farm. Hers iAhat beauty^ elegance an^ 
taste, arising from pure simplicity of 4ife, shaped by the hand of bar- 
mooioas nature; and through the pathway of her existence there is 
a moral lessoo inenlcated: by the ev«r varying seasons, the first 
shooting of the green in epriag, the deep foSage of summer, and the 
rich harvest and fruits of autumn^-^wbich leads to a due sense of de^ 
pendence and a becoming reverence of that Being who controls our 
destinies, who has spread before in with bounteous profosioa and 
placed within the reach of industry the means for our comfort and 
happiness. In scenes like ^his the mind expands, the better feel- 
ings -predominate; luxury and ease, which bring to their votaries but 
mortification, sickness and sorrow, are discarded; and in their place 
industty and intelligence, virtue, health, contentment and renovated 
moral and physical nature are found. 

He who is engaged in the ctiltivatten of the soil, feels, amid all the 
struggles of life, that he is fuMHing the "higher destinies of his race — 
that his is an occupation which ennobles and adds dignSty to roan — 
that he is preparing to take their place in society, a family wiiose 
healthis unimpaired by the vices of the age, whose physical and 
moral training is such as to give assurance that they too will adorn 
the sphere in which it may be their lot to move. 
' This employment, farmers of Calhoun, which more than any other 
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ihas the sanction of a divine origin — which, while it i^ .the mosl 
ancien)^ is by far more honoroble than all others, is» yours. It re- 
mains, through the instrumentality of this society, and your own 
individual exertions, for you to add to its dignity, its usefulness and 
its importanoe. That influence may be felt far beyond the precincts 
of your farms, or the boundaries of your county. You compose an 
integral portion of our ^tate and Nation — in your hands and the 
hands of those engaged in Jike pursuits, are entrusted the destinies 
of our country. How important then, that on the first organization 
of your society, the right platform should be erected, the true dig- 
nity of your occupation should >be .underatood, and the important 
position you hold in society should be .duly appreciated. 

Possessmg by far the greater, portion .of .the physical strength and 
moral force of the nation, the agriculturalists have only to claim that 
position to which they are entitled, and their demands will be respec> 
ted by those who guide the helm of state. :|Jet^ed|Llcation be fostered 
and the intellect enlightened, let mind exercise its due share of 
influence, and the toil of the husbandman be lightened by the labors 
and discoveries of science, and leisure thus afforded f for the increase 
and diffusion of ^general information and knowledge, and all will be 
well. The bright hopes of the patriot will be more;than.realized; the 
vast domains of our country will be cultivated by an intelligent, 
moral and happy race. As agriculture advances, >theartsand scien- 
ces, and all the refinements of civilized life, will-follow in its train — 
industry, public virtue and practical religion, will take the place of 
idleness, vice and skepticism; and our republican institutions wi)l 
;rest upon* foundation which time, algne can destroy. 

MILO SOULE,' 
Sec^y Calhoun Co. Agricultural Society, 
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Kalamazoo County Society^s Report. 



Kalamazoo, 14th January, 19M. 

At a meeting of the Executive Committee of the Kalamazoo 
County Agricultural Society^ held at Kalamazoo, January 8th, 1850, 
the undersigned were appointed a committee to make a report of the 
organization and progress of said Society, to be forwarded to the Se- 
cretary of the Michigan State Agricultural Society. In compliance 
with which the following is respectfully submitted: 

A call for a meeting by a respectable number of Farmers, to be 
held at Schoolcraft on the 10th day of January, 1846, for the pur- 
pose of organizing an Agricultural Society, was published in the Kal- 
amazoo papers. Said meeting was well attended; at which time the 
Society was organized by choosing Andrew Y. Moore, President; 
one Vice President in each township in the county; Wm. H. Ed- 
gar, Esq., Recording Secretary; S. P. Cobb, Esq., Treasurer; and 
Edmund Rice, Esq., Corresponding Secretary. Which officers, in 
accordance with the by-laws, constituted the Executive Committee of 
said Society. 

At a meeting of said Executive Committee, a list of premiums 
was made out, amounting to about (300; and the first Annual Fair 
was appointed to be. held in the village of Kalamazoo on the 8th day 
of October, 1846; which Fair was held according to appointment, 
and an Address delivered by Nathaniel Balch, Esq. The exhibition 
of stock and*property exceeded the general expectation, and a large 
number of persons were present, whieh gave good assurance of the 
further prosperity of said Society. At that time the same officers 
were re-elected to serve another year. 

The second Annual Fair was held at Kalamazoo on the 2dth and 
30th of September, 1847, and addressed by E. Lakin Brown, Esq., 
of Schoolcraft. An election for officers took place at that time, and 
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Wm. H. Edgar, Esq., was elected President; the usual number «€ 
Tice Presidents; Alfred Thomas, Esq., Recording Secretary; Na- 
'thaniel Balch, Esq., Treasurer; F. W. Curtenius, Corresponding 
Secretary. 

The third Annual Fair wes appointed to be held at Schoalcraft on 
the 10th and 11th days of October, 1848, which took place accord- 
ingly, and was very well altended by citizens &( this county, as weM 
as frorn adjoining counties. The meeting was addressed by Mitchell 
Hensdill, Esq, T4ie same officer^ were then elecled to serve ivn* 
otheryear. 

The fourth Anni:\al,Fair was ajppointed to be held at the village of 
Kdama?:oo, on the lllh and JL^th days of October, JL&4 9, and took 
place according to appointment. The meeting was addressed by 
the Hon. Joseph R. Williams, of Constantine. A jnqre numerous 
collection of people probably was never in Kalamazoo^ although the 
weather was unfavorably. The exhibition of stock and property 
of all kinds was exceedingly good, and gave general satisfaqtiqn; 
which afforded good evidence that the Society is in a flouris'hing coiv- 
dition, The amount of the premium lisit each year was about $300. 

The officers elect for the year 1850, are John Milham, Esq., 
President; Wm,H. Edgar, Esq., Recording Secretary; John Sleep- 
er, Esq., Treasurer; F. W. Curteni.us, Esq., Corresponding Secre- 
tary; Wm. Chester Gibbs, Mills N. Duncan, John F. Gilkey, Ora 
Bush and Charles E. Stuart, Esqs., Executive Committee; and a 
Vice President in .each township, as follow?, to wit: Alamo, Br. J*. 
Ransom; Brady, J3. S. Williams, Esq..; Cooper, Hon. B. Earl; Cli- 
maj^, George "W. liO well, 'Esq.; Comslock, E. M. Clapp, Esq.; 
Charleston, Mr. L. .Burdick; Kalamazoo, R. S. Gage, Esq,; Osh- 
temo, Wm. Price, Esq,; Pavillion, Mr, Elijah Smithj Prairie Ronde, 
P. J. McCrary, Esq.; Portage, AHiscmKinne, Esq.; Richland, Mr. 
James Henry, Jr.; Ross, Mr. GeorgeThomas; Schoolcrall, Mr.J. 
R. Bishop; Texas, A. G. Toweps, Esq.; Wakeshma, Mr. Jacob 
Gardner. , 

Some new measures by the Executive Committee are 'being ta- 
ken, which will increase the interest of the Society, ^nd no doubt 
now U entertained of its ultimate success. A genera) interest 
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nbrc«ghout U»fr. county will be taken io mcike thd sueoeediog Fmt 
Interesting and profitable. 
.This Kepon is le^eotfully aabmltted. 

ANDREW Y. MOORE. 

To the Sec*y of Mich, Slate AgricullMtal Sodeiy, 



ADDRESS OF JOSEPH R. WILLIAMS, 

DSLIVERED BEFORE THE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY OP KALAMAZOO 
COUNTY, OCTOBER 11, 1849. 

Though pressed with the daily avocations of a business which re- 
quires incessant attention, and though not practically famiHar with 
most of the handiwork of agriculture; yet being dependent on the 
manufacture of the great staple of our region, thriving as the wheat- 
grower thrives, suffering as he suffers, and nervously sensitive to all 
his mistakes, his neglects and his misfortunes, when invited to address 
you on this occasion, I did not feel at liberty 1o refuse. I have no 
apology to make that I have nothing to say. I may have too much 
to say. Cold must be the heart, dead must be the sympathies, and 
unobservant the mind of a man, who, identified with an exclusively 
agricultural country, whether following the plow, or traveling the 
highway, or grafting (he orchard, does not find thick-thronging 
thoughts and feelings obtruding upon him in regard to (he subjects of 
agriculture. 

It is only in our time^ that agriculture Ihas begun to assume (he 
dignity of a science. It is only within our own days that chemistry 
and physiology, geology and natural "history, have beeri studied by 
the farmer and applied to his pursuits. It is only till recently that 
trained intellects have deemed the whole cultivation of the earth a 
field broad enough for their exertion. In former times, war and 
conquest; in later tinres, trade and literature, and professional occu- 
pation besides, have been thought worthy of a strong man's ambi- 
tion. The actual cultivator, even a century since, was in most coun- 
tries a mere appendage to the soil; a serf, a dependent, a clod- 
hopper. In many countries he yet remains so. Should genius spar- 
kle under an uncouth exterior, or energy and intellect manifest itself 
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at the plow, it was the plea of theerift»h typsnteof the wwld to tFtt&e- 
fer it to other uses and other pursuits. But bow, in the^bigUy eiTfli- 
zed parts of the world, and particularly in our own country, agricul- 
ture has come to be considered, not a degrading, but an ennobling 
pursuit; not a paraiyzing, but an inspiring aroeation^ a calling where 
all the powers of a man, physical and mental, by joint exerdse give 
health and power, and mutual expansion to each other. 

Did you ever reflect upon the mighty consequences which han^ 
upon a single crop of the earth! Never, since the world was crea- 
ted, has enough been educed from the soil in one year to save our 
race from extinction should the crop-bearing functions of nature be 
suspended for six months of the next. I doubf whether all accumu- 
lated wealth; all that taste and opulence and ambition has piled up ia 
cities on the land, or launched in floating palaces on the sea^ all that 
is gathered in glittering apparel, in vast libraries, in rail roads and 
factories, in granaries and store houses, in murderous engines of wa.r 
and implements of peace, equal in value two annual crops of Moth- 
er Earth's productions. A fly lays its tiny eggs at the root of your 
great staple, and your comfort and welfare, your social life your credit,, 
perhaps, for years is afiected. A late frost comes and annihilates your 
whole fruits of a season. A shower falls and your accumulated 
debts are paid. It fails to fall and you are bankrupt. Yes, more, at 
shower falls, or fails to fall, and the business and finances of a natioi^ 
are disordered. A small speck of decay afiects the food of the pea- 
sant of Ireland, and her million perishes; and the laws of a migj^ty • 
empire, fast anchored for a century against the attacks of the well 
fed, give way in a year before the cries of the famished. 

He has been called a benefactor of his race who raised two spears 
of grass where one grew before. Raise but one kernel of grain 
where two grew before, and the world would be visited with distressr 
famine, anarchy and crime. Raise two where one grew before, and 
the whole earth smiles with cheerfulness and peace and music, and 
groans under accumulated abundance. An individual in an humble 
sphere, by thrift, industry and care, increases moderately his annual 
crop, and he is cheerful, happy, solvent, a good man in his family, a 
good citizen abroad; he loses half his crop by recklessness, inexpe- 
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ridnce and ignor«^Qce, and he ia unhappy, insolvent, a miriy cub at 
home, a desperate tnan abroad. 

On such slight ^ontingeaoes hang the fate of individaals and of 
fijitioiis. [f sack are the faots, how mOch does it behoove us all to 
iguard against calamities to the annual crop — to promote positive life 
and healthy and certain and supe growth in tl^ aniosal and vegetable 
<kingdoms<*^to do this by word and act, as individuals, and in organ* 
ized aasociaitions, such as yovi have constituted here. 

But these speculations may be carried too far. I have indulged in 
them to bring your reflectiima to the points upon which I propose to 
address you* A book has been pubhshed called ^Thrif\ and Un- 
thrift.^' I never saw it, amd don't propose to read it or quote it. I 
propose, however, to speak my speech mostly on this very topic of 
'^Hhriftand unthrift,'- as apfdied to the life of a farmer. 

A steady, devoted industry, economy within doors, economy with- 
out, system, an enlightened r^ard to the ea^perience of others, a rea- 
•dy disposition to abandon error, and adopt new but well-tried plans 
of culture, new seed, new specimens of stock — all this is necessary 
•to a good farmer. Industry is of no use abroad, if extravagance ex- 
ists at home. It is of no use to save at the tap and lose at the bung- 
ihole. A well manned and well equipped ship at sea is of no value 
without a rudder and a man at the helm. There art no lucky, no 
unlucky farmers. Coon iiock is ^energy, industry, thrifty self-reli- 
ance, perseverance under misfortunes, and honest purpose, which be- 
gets good credit, an enlighteded confidence in final success. Bad 
iLucK is castle-building, recklessness, extravagance, want of system 
•and vigor, despondency undeo* difficulties, and dishonesty and subter- 
fuge. Gromweli, before one of his great battles, exhorted his men 
in this brief speech: **trust in God, and keep your firelocks dry.'^' 
A Scotch parson exhorted his congregation, if they would be weli, 
body and soul, **to fear God and keep their bowels open." A story 
is told of a Dutch parson who went with a farmer over his domains 
to ask a blessing on his crops. At last he came to a epot scanda- 
lously neglected and abused. "Hans," said he, "praying will do no 
igood here, you must put some manure on this spot." I do not mean 
to be irreverent. These brief sayings illustrate a great truth. 
They embrace the philosophy of thrift. They are the Iliad in a nut- 
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she^t. They teach the great lesson embodied in a French masimr 
"help thyself and God will help thee/' — the great lesson that if you 
wish the blessings and gifts of Providence bountifully showered oo 
joih you nvust use and not abuse all the means and- i nielli gence witK 
which you »re endowed. To trnstin signs and the moon, to dreams 
and visions, to moan o^er real or fancied woes» and envy others' 
prosperity, is all idiocy. Be* a man in all your resolutions, plans 
and conduct, and you will meet success; yea more, you will deserw 
it. 

A moan, to be a good farmer, must have a good farm— good, not 
tested by fertility only, but so located as to afford amade^ate* reward 
for his labor. I know a man in New England whose farm is ar^cfc, 
with a little drift soil clinging toitsstwrface; yet cropping only enough to 
feed his teams and his famity, he mines the granite, sells it in a neigh- 
boring city, and is wealthy. Potatoes may bring a dollar per bush- 
el in one market, a farmer may raise them at a cost of seventy-five 
cents and be thrifty, while he might m«ke a mis^erable business in 
another place by raising them at a cost of eighteen pence, and selling 
them at cost. A farmer in the county where I reside, may fmd fend 
for two dollars per acre; and I'll promise him a dog's life of it to the 
end of his days. He can purchase land at twenty dollars per acrey. 
which wilt afford him an adequate reward fbr all the toil he bestows 
upon it. If you want acorns you must shake the tree that has acorns 
on it. I know it will be answered that a man may have the means 
to purchase one and not the other. All I have to say is, that twenty 
acres of one kind of land is a nrwre eligible farm than two thousand 
of the other. The mcwe land a man has, the worse he may be oS- 
A farmer may penetrate into the depths of the forest, and there find 
a spot such as bis imagination has long craved. In fancy he declis 
it out, and revels in its future beauty and productiveness. He settles 
npon it. The first time his plow breaks, a day of his team and him- 
self is lost in traveling many miles to get it repaired. One of his 
family is taken ill, and a day is consumed in getting a physician. 
He consumes many weeks, and wears out his teams, his patience and 
himself in marketing his crops. Ilis children are growing up, »«" ' 
having no neighbors, he haa no schools j^ and at last he discovers, after 
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InUX a lif^ is sacrificed, that fatness of soil alone does not constitutbr 
a good iarm. The man who farmed the grcbite ledge has waxed 
rich, while the man wbosefat and fertile fields rival the fabled valley 
of the Nile has become poer. Two brothers settle in Michigan. 
They put chase farms of equal extent,' and equal fertility^ and exert 
eqUalindustry. One is four miles from some great artery of trade; 
the other thirty. The one buys aJ^ imported necessaries twenty 
per cent, cheaper, and sells his produce twenty per cent, higher than 
the other. One nwiy be thrifly, while the other is unthrifty; one may 
be poor,* the other rich, en equal labor. In the selection of a farm, 
all the facts' and circumstarwes must be taken into account, and a 
coflf^prehensive sagacity most be exercised. It has been an old and 
benighted practice to declare all educationj except that which a person 
needs to enable him to read and write, and make common calcula- 
tions with figures, a nuisance and a dog. You perceive that even in 
the first selection of a farm, varied and abundant information may 
be (I do not say must be) brought to the' work; a knowledge of ge- 
ography,- of the channels of trade, of the acknowledged principles 
of political economy. If time allows',. I will endeavor to show more 
fully that a good farmer should be an educated farmer. 

Above all, a farmer should not select, a farm wiih another man's 
Iarm on top of it. He should own it and earn it before he farms it. 
One man may owe a mortgage and extricate himself from it. So 
one man may ho/ve the cholera^ and constitution enough to survive it 
A man who should prefer the cholera to the mortgage, as the evil he 
would be nnost likely to survive, would be a wise man. Avoid a 
mortgage as you would qualified skvery. Put no inncubus upon 
your energies and the resources of nature, not to say upon your mind 
Sfnd feelings.. I say then, earn your farm, though it be no larger than 
the little spot which the genius and patnotism of Cincinnatus has 
renderad classic and immortal; earn it,, and own it, that you may 
tread it with all the dignity of a prince upon his dominions. 

A farmer, to be a good farmer, should be a farmer heart and soul;: 
eleofing his pursuit and f6liowing it as the noblest dedication of his 
powers, pursuing it as a philosopher,, cheerfully and contentedly. In 
order to estimate our relative condition, it may be well to take a few 
hasty glances at the practical cultivation of the soil in other countries. 
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Go to ^ur mother laad— or g0 to Ireland* Literally the aonual cr<^ 
of Ireland is exported to feed and fatten a non-reaident aristocracy, 
revelling at the i^est end of London, or careering in splendor over 
•continental Europe. The Irish cultivator is a squalid object, sharing 
oAen a miserable clay but «nd pallet of straw with the pig and the 
donkey, obliged to subsist on a single esculent, not always wholes 
■some and nutrictous — his wearing apparel no better than his food, 
and deprived of all chance of mental culture. A siagle book would 
consume his whole earnings from two days to a week. His squalid 
fare and his filthy tenement forbid «K>cial life and social enjoyment 
In fact he too often ceases to be a social being at all, and becomes 
brutalized by injustice and want It fares little better with large 
portions of the tenantry of £ngl«md and Scotland. I speak now of 
those who do the labor. A farmer in England is the man who 
leases the land and uses the laborer and cultivator as a servant 
England has a million of paupers, nearly all from the tillers of the 
eoil. The factory and the mine is their only /elief ; and with the 
miners it is qq better, for they, with deformed bodies and stinted 
>intellects, shut out from the light of heaven^ come to a premature old 
•age, and die a death mord pitiable than the malefactor. Where there 
^re large privileged classes, hon^producers, they must be fed. The 
'energies of the cultivators are overtasked and unequal to the teak, 
«nd woman must fill the demand. Woman toils in the workshops, 
t>n the public highways and in the fields. Where one million are 
^exempt from labor^ live on sinecures in the church, army or navy; 
live as landlords, or lackies of landlords, on lands held by hereditary 
right, parcelled eut to ancestors by the victor^ from the days of 
William the Conqueror \o Cromwell, live on the mideries and spoils 
of labor. As a last consequence of this cruel wrong, a fnillion of 
women must submit to the most degrading drudgeries to support the 
^ther million in luxury and idleness. I do not mean to be senti- 
mental, but I speak a qrital and enduring truth, when I say that 
woman, relieved from the duties of a mere drudge, and a packhorse, 
becomes a mighty instrument of civilization, and sheds upon home 
•the refinements and charms which make an American farmer's 
ihome a home preferal^le to ihat of any «ther ttlkr of the soil; a 
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home where his cares and anxieties are relieved hy a tender and 
delicate solicitude. 

I have spoken of the British people because Great Britain is the 
model Itihgdom of Europe. It fares worse with the tillers of the 
continent. In some pans of Europe they pound their wheat be- 
tween two stones for bread. They use the most bungling instru- 
ments and waste a large share of their energies and their crops. 
Great rafis bear the wheat crops down the Vistula. Sunshine and 
showers fail on it, and when it arrives at the ports it is matted over 
with a thick coal of growing wheat, and the growers must bear the 
loss. 1 will not take you to China, to show how the meanest eat a 
kind of cooked grass, nor to Mexico, to show how he lives in a kind 
of bamboo chicken-coop, nor to the Southern States of our own 
country, where the exertion even by the white man of his faculties 
in raising his own bread, is frowned on as degradation. 

But destitution and want do not cease their effects with the anironl 
wants of man. They ))aralyze the soul of nations. It is true that the 
Irish wit and genius often spring elastic from smothering woep. It is 
true that vitality is not all extinguished and trodden out in Italy and 
Hungary, yet no purely agricultural people of Europe exercise a tithe 
of the intelligence of American fariTiers.. Cooper, the novelist, tells 
of a woman whom he met on one side of the Seine, in France, who 
could not tell him> the name of a village on the opposite side, though 
she had always lived in sight of it. She was a type of the curicisity 
and intelligence of millions. Of the peasantry of France, eight 
millions cannot speak the French language, speaking only Biscayan 
and Bas Bretngne. In great Britain and Ireland five millions do not 
understand English; speaking in Wales the ancient British, in Scot< 
land Gaelic, in Ireland Celtic. These millions are entirely cut ofi* 
from the rich treasures of their nation's literature, and in this age of 
such rapid difiiision of knowldge, their national press gladdens no 
hearts of theirs, and raises in their minds no emotions of hope or 
fear, of patriotism, enthu^iasm or despair. 

Yes, farmers of Michigan, farmers of Kalamazoo, you are among 

the favored of mankind. There are l,0()0,000«OOtY of people on ihm 

fice of the earth, and not 25,000,000 enjoy to the same extent «» 

you, the certainty of abundance, the sympathies of social life, the 

22 
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relief from all fear of want, the protection of equal laws, and the 
guarantee of good government for themselves and their posteiity. 
You are all freeholders. Most men, all men here of 25, can possess 
a homestead, and the laws of their country sanctify it as their own^ 
If a man owns no part of the great common heritage of his race, it 
is his own fault. 

Great moral consequences must result from the pecuMar condition 
of our people. In every country of Europe they have a population 
far below any known to us. On the other hand, we have no aristo- 
cracy. Yet all are kept alive, and cannot settle into a leaden medi- 
ocrity. The poor are animated aad cheered on in their acquisitions,, 
the rich must -exercise all their vigilance and sagacity to preserve 
theirs. Experience teaches that the condition of the middle classes- 
in all countries is most propitious to intellectual development. But 
the inhabitants of our countty must be a great middle class, with all 
the quiet habits, the chastened virtues, the controlled ambition and 
the glorious aspirations of a middle class. Tl>e middle classes in 
Europe supply the scholars and poets, the statesmen and sages, the 
generals and admirals; at once the ornament, the safe-guard and th» 
glory of their respective empires. But the middle class in Europe 
are but a bare fraction of the population. If knowledge is power, 
what vast, incalculable power must reside in a people who are em- 
phatically a vast middle class. 

A farmer should be proof against all the seducing promises of 
oth^r pursuits, against all the brilliant lures from abroad. Close 
your ears to the syren song of untold wealth in California or the 
moon. Let all such moonshine fall upon you like water upon a 
duck's back. We are all too restive. How uneasy we are is illus- 
trated by the mania, by the idiocy which has seized our people rela- 
tive to California. I know of men who have started for the fabled 
Eldorado, whom I would not trust with twenty dollars worth of 
business five miles from home. The monomaniacs deem themselves 
Hannibals in climbing the Rocky Mountains, and look down upon 
the Astors they leave behind them as pauper?. I doubt not a very 
few have become wealthy, enormously so. On the premises I im- 
prove, we have a mill-pond. Let a man catch a piclcerel weighing 
twenty pounds there in early spring, and half the village will set on 
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a wet board till midnight^ till the middle of Jtino, and neyer ^atch. 
another. Therp will be many such fishermen in California. A 
close calculation of the days consumed since the mania began wiU 
not give $1 50 per man. No gold country yet ever a^Torded a net 
profit of one shilling per man» and I venture the prediction that 
>vhen ten yeara have rolled rouDd, the average earnings ^er man for 
the whole time, will not be fifty cents per day. But I know it is as 
idle to reason with a gold-sniitten enthusiast, as it would be to argue 
with a locomotive. The sudden acquisition of wealth Js against the 
^sperience of all mankind. A country, that buys hrtad and digs 
£old must he a miserable land. So says all history, and all history 
does not lie. South Sea s<;hemes and Mississippi schemes, Bangor 
and Lake Superior schemes, Texas and California schemes, whether 
the prizes offered are land, copper or gold, are of the same brood ; 
bred in the brains of similar enthusiasts, all certain to result in simi- 
lar ruin and disaster. They are all inflations. Knife them and they 
•collapse like bladders. Already the lengthened line of graves span- 
ning the continent in the trail of the emigrants, lei) the story of thou- 
sands of deluded victims. The bullet and bowie-knife will tell the 
tale of other thousands; dissipation and the gamingtable of thousands 
more. Those who survive and return, will m^ny of them return* 
with shattered constitution^ and the mere fact that a man has been 
to California, will prove a taint, a stain, a reproach that will cling to 
him like the shirt of Nessus. I hope if I have hearers who have 
sons, brothers and friends embarked on this desperate adventure, 
that they will take no offence. 1 too have a near relative gone, 
there, and this fact only impresses these solemn truths more pun-' 
gently on my mind. I have spoken at length on this topic, because 
it has of late unsettled the minds of our population and created more 
uneasiness and discontent than all other causes together. It has dis- 
turbed business — it has infringed upon social life — and decimated 
our country of men and means that might have been used for a bet- 
ter and juster purpose. If I am earnest, it is to persuade the younge;r 
portion of my hearers to cling to a home in the midst of civiliza- 
tion, upon your paternal acres among your own racie; a home lighted 
up by children's joyous laugh, by a sister's love, by a mother's 
anxious care, by a father's glowing hopes— -and not run a perhaps. 
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lM>peIes8 gmuntlet among aliens and adventureni, wh»re none of th« 
refinennents or even decencies of civilization and law have 9way« 
No, the best bank for you '^ is not a bank for gold, but a bank of 
earth«— the best share is a plough share **-^the best mine, the potatoa 
pit and the wheat stack^the best placer is a man's own cot, where 
'* The expectant wee things toddling stacber thro' 
To meet their dad wi' ilichtenn' noise and glee 
His wee bit ingle blinkin' bonnily, 
His clean hearth stane, his tbriftie wife's 6inile« 
Th^e lisping infant prattling on his knee. 
Does a' his weary carking carking cares begaile. 
And makes him quite forget his labor an' his toil." 
Well does the poet add, 

** From scenes like these Old Scotia's graodeor springs. 
That makes her loved at home, revered abroad." 
J^ext to a wise selection, a homstead and the hearty love of the 
pursuit, is a systematic plan of operations, and the selection of the 
means of profit and success. No wise farmer will ever use but the 
beat of seed, the best of stock, the best of implements. If he ha» 
not the means to provide enough of the best, let him have less. Like 
produces like in the animal and vegetable worlds. From the com- 
monest roots, by culture and selection, have been reared the most nu- 
triciousof vegetables. From bitter and stringent fruits have been 
perfected the most luscious and refreshing of our garden fruits. 
From common and ordinary horses and cattle, and swine, have been 
propagated all those noble breeds of whjch we have so many &ie 
apecimens exhibited here to day. A century since. Great Britain 
was not famed for horses. But by a careful selection from the choicest 
ateeda of Arabia and Flanders, they have succeeded in breeding the 
Anest animals the world affords. From the giant Flemish dray 
horses, which startle the foreigner with amazement, with enormous 
loads thundering along the paved streets of her cities, to the dwarfed 
and fairy like ponies, flitting in tiny phsBtons through her magnifi- 
cent padcs, England can furnish every specimen of the horse de» 
eigned for pleasure or for profit. This has been all the result of at- 
tention to Nature's laws, to a careful application of the science of 
.physiology to a farm yard pursuit. The same means have produ* 
«ed the ^anae results in regard to cattle, sheep and swine. Culture 



Digitized by 



Google 



173 

After a while produces giantS;, neglect produces runto; and what is 
more wonderful, dispositions, docility, tractability, are as certain a. 
tesult of culture as form and other capacities. It costs less to sup- 
port and feed a choice breed than a poor one. Breed, then, all your 
stock from the best. Dispose of the poorest. Preserve the best 
Protect them from the cold storms of winter, in mercy to the animal,, 
and for your own proflr. No fact is more certain than that exposujo 
creates waste, and waste demands food for restoration. A lean, gaunt^. 
famished animal, exposed to the pitiless beatings of the storm, con- 
sumes half more food, than the sleek, plump, housed, and docile an- 
imal 

So of seed; select the best, and nothing but the best. After all 
that has been said and wriiten on this topio, men persist in sowing, 
the nearest, cheapest, poorest. In fact, many market the best of their 
<;rop3, and keep the worst for seed, thus reversing the ordinations off' 
Providence and spurning the lessons of experience. The finest va^ 
rieties of wheat in England have been produced in this way. The 
very best head^ have been selected from a choice field, and the best 
kernels only from such heads. These are sowti, and the next year 
the same careful selection of heads and kernels is repeated. Year 
afier year the tedious process is followed till a new and superior va- 
riety is the result. The Baden corn and the Dution corn in ihis^ 
country are the result of similar industry. So with vegetables; by 
selecting the earliest, fairest and healthiest specimens, the most nutria 
cious vegetables are brought out. Those who heed Nature's laws 
and Nature's suggestions, all reap their reward. One man aJways 
has the best of animals and vegetables; another the worst. One al- 
ways has a foul crop, the other a clean one; one always has a good 
yield, the other a bad one; one always has all sorts of trash about 
him, the other none at all. I am a miller, and when the new crop be- 
gins to come in, as far as I can see a farmer on his load, I can tell 
what sort of wheat his bags contain; whether he has been a lucky 
or an unlucky farmer. Some men always have good wheat, entirely 
free from rye and chaff, and chess, and cockle, smutand grown wheats 
straw, sticks and nails and gravel-stones, and hen-dung. Other men 
always have from five to ten per cent« of these ingredients to im- 
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pose on the buyer. The first nover ?ows rye for wheat; never sows 
sinut. lie uses the best and purest seed. He prepares and thor- 
oughly pulverises his land. He keeps it fenced. He stacks his crops 
"ivell. He threshes and cleans it well. The other neglects all these 
precautions, and meets a natural retribution; and instead of blaming 
himself alone, curses the miller, and curses his luck. 

Gn the subject of wheat culture I should like to enlarge, as that is 
the focus upon which my peculiar reflections must necessarily con- 
centrate. But I fear it would smell too much of the shop. The last 
Patent Report estimates the crop of Michigan at 10,000,000; an esti- 
mate evidently much too high. It places us the fifth, as we doubt- 
less are, as a wheat growing State; the empire States of New York, 
Ohio, Penn. and Virginia, being alone before us. We live in the centre 
of the cereal zone of the earth, and arc otherwise favorably situated 
for the production of wheat. Yet we cultivate too shabbily — we cul- 
tivate too many acres — our average production not exceeding eleven 
Lushels per acre. Because wheat pays debts and bears a ready 
(noney value, we neglect other objects worthy of attention, and run 
in debt for comforts and necessaries we might produce, or are obli- 
ged to live destitue of them. 

As it is with animals and vegetables, so it is with fruits. You can 
ihave stinted, astringent, crabbed fruits, or the most delicious. The 
jprecfeution to send your neighbor's boy to snip off a shoot from ft 
ifme tree while you are stopping to decide the affairs of the nation 
with him — a few moments taken to slide it under the bark while you 
4ire waiting for a meal at home, will transform an useless shoot into 
Jd valuable tree, that shall furnish pleasure and nutriment to genera- 
tions of men. A few minutes improved now and then which would 
he otherwise idled away, will surround your dwelling with a grove 
which shall prove of the greatest utility, and a delightful embellish- 
ffnent. Lknow men say they have no time, yet I have always ob- 
served that the men who make this excuse have plenty of time lo 
lounge at the tavern, plenty of time to run after some mountebank 
or charlatan, plenty of time to litigate with a neighbor. No, man! 
plant the tree. It will grow while you sleep. Bud it. Graft it- 
Nurse it, and it will gladden the sight and please the palate of peo- 
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pie unborn, and you shall leave a memorial of your existenc«, 
springing from the green sod when you shall repose beneath it. 

Some 6ve or six years ago I found on the place where I reside 
«ome scrubs of natural fruit. The tops of the trees my neighbors 
said were too large to graft. But they were grafted with considera- 
ble labor. My predecessor might have budded or grafted each with 
a single germ and saved me nineteen-twentieths of the time and 
expense; another set of men told me the country was not natural for 
fruit I put in the grafts, and for years have had abundance of de-^ 
licious fruit for the table or cookery, for myself and my neighbors,, 
in summer, fall and winter; and find none will eat it more greedily 
thun those who have no time to f^raft their own trees, and who curse* 
the climate as unfit for fruit. 

Next to the selection of breeds and seeds and varieties, in impor- 
tance to the farmer, is the division and fencing of his lands, and the 
alternation of his crops. A man who fails to fence his crop well 
generally goes himself uncoml^d, unwashed and unmended. Ye^ 
men who whose neighbor's pi^s and cattle are always so pesky and 
breachy, and who always have a law-suit or two on hand because 
their stock have encroached on you, I advise you to look up a late 
number of the Genesee Farmer, containing a wood cut of the psem- 
i»es of a lucky and an unlucky farmer. On one side of the road the 
lucky farmer has a fine, snug, painted house,, all the glass in,, hi» 
sound gates are closely fastened, and his crops seem to thrive unmo- 
lested. On the other side is the unlucky farmer — old hats in hi» 
windows, fences half down, weeds choking his crops; but the old 
Unluckies and the little tow-head Unluckies, with shovels, sticks 
and stones, are after the porkers, coursing oveir his planted palclv 
to the well known and well traveled holes and breaches. I have 
. no doubt neighbor Lucky had to lake a cursing about tlM>8e hogs, 
though that does not appear in the wood cut. 

In England, the alternation of crops is deemed so indiepensablef 
both from experience and the deductions of science, that it is^secw^ed 
in the lease. Every soil has its elements, nutritious to spme plants^ 
leds so, or injurious to others. A succession of grain crops wiJI ex^ 
haust the peculiar element necessary to their growth; and once ex* 
hausted it is almost impossible to restore it. As the traveler passes 
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<over the Southern States, lie occasionally crosses a plain on which fae 
finds decayed buildings and here and there a fruit tree choked by 

♦bu-ihcs of a new fore-^t growth. In dpfiince of nature^a laws, a sus- 

*cession of crops of cotton or tobacco have sucked the soil of all the 
elements which contribute to nourishiieut, and deM>Iation marks the 

^fipot where man has m^t a retribution for the outrages he has com- 
miiicd, not on God's earih alone, but on God's image also. In Mich- 

»ig^nj the same policy in sowing suv^cessive crops of wheal has begun 
to result in the same manner. One of the best fdrmers, if not the 
be».t, in the vicinity of my residence, farms but eighty acres. He 

•divides and sub-divides it. He ahernates his crops, rarely having 
more than twenty acres in wheat. iJe clovers and plows in. He 
raises root crops — keeps a limited number of sheep and cattle of the 
best breed."^. Every thing of animal or vegetable nature is restored 
again U the soil. His wheat growing upop a renovated, fertilized 
soil, atr^rdsa double yield and superior quality. I never knew the 
man to be unlucky. If, by chance,one production fails him, his nice 
and careful alternation has yielded him abundance of other crops fur 
himself and his sto::k. Closely aliieJ to this topic u adapt itiou of crop 

• to soil, a subject on which experience and science are now conspi- 
ring to throw a flood of light • 

Next in importance t) the thrift of the farmer, is his policy and 
Ills principled as a business man* A farmer should abhor debt. 
Debt ruins the individ ial and impairs the prosperity of ihe State. 
Debt is a nightmare on a new country. It is the facility of creating 
debts, first by the population at home, next by the merchants abroad, 
that di^tre$se^i, weighs down, paralyzes end impove*ishes u^ as a 
community. It is an alNpervading error among us to be in debt one 
year in anticipation; to mortgage one year's earnings in advance; 

ttom«ke promises to be fulfilled out of next harvest, not kuov^ing 
whether that harvest will prove adequate to meet one-third of the 
•obligition^ incurred. 1 know the traders are often to blame. They 
cater tJ the ta.>tes and iemj4 the fancies of a man's family. Thev de- 
ceive by misrepresentations, that they may secure a note, and make 
use of compulsory laws to eiifuree final payment. Such creditors 
are more to blame than the debtorfi. They deserve no syiDpatby ibr 
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their losses. They deserve the aid of no compulsory process to aid 
them in meanness and injustice. But the error of running- into debt 
is an all-pervading one, reaching all kinds of people. Even the farm- 
er who owns his hundreds of acres, seems to become restive as soon 
as he find;} himself free from debt, and craves and grasps at all the 
!and that joins him. He creates a debt for new land; he creates debts 
for extra labor and teams used in its cultivation, and year af^er year 
his staple crop i^ used up in struggles to extricate himself again from 
the heavy burden of biisiness and debt. No village trader opens his 
new stock but whole families flock to vie with each other in get- 
ting the first selection of bonnets and artificials, mouslin de laines 
and alpacas. In the village the fashions of the city are aped and 
caricatured. But debt follows them all as surely as their shadows. 
It is an universal folly of buying every thing because every thing 
can be booked. By necessity, even, the most honest and conscien- 
tious fail in their calculations in paying the trader. His fails to make 
his payments abroad, atrd is generally in debt one year in advance. 
How can he be otherwise When the credits on his books extend to 12, 
18, 24 months — an average perhaps of 18 months! But the blast* 
ing, fatal result of the whole policy is this: Buying on credit, the 
trader pays higher for his goods and wares. He pays so habitually 
year after year, and his custotner foots the bill The farming popu^ 
lation thus pay a constant penalty of ten or twenty per cent, a con- 
tribution levied upon their industry and toil by the transporters and 
the merchant class of great eastern cities, whose opulence and fnag- 
nificence is in part the fruit of our follies. Where is the remedyl 
It is in you; in you individually; in you collectively. Blame 
not the trader that he snatches up all the currency and sends 
it off. Blame him not for high prices. Blame him not for pressing 
his collections; but blame yourselves for the suicidal folly that en- 
chains the community in debt and distress, and eats up their substance. 
Let each and every individual forswear debt— never buy till he has 
earned, and then with the cash buy 10 or '20 per cent, cheaper. The 
/ trader will lay in his stock cheaper in the same ratio. Interest and 
legal costs will no longer accrue, and from almost bankruptcy, we 
should emerge an independent and opulent people. In this point of 
23 
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ti^f «8 a matlMr puMly of politieal ««>notayv as a gteat qjoestioB isr 
wkloh bothpmale mi public walfareris inrolTad, it becomes us alt 
20 f^e thia aobjdct our anxious and searcbiDg consideratioo. 

Debt costs bigb. It cosip timef it costs mpnejy it cost9 anxie^. 
It eometinies costs self-respeet. It costs to be in debt, even when 
l>l9iiieDt IS made at meluritj. It costs crurily, wben payment is 
made under compulsion of the law. To be a good fiirmer, a mvk 
/riioqrld be independe^ By independent I di> not mean that a man 
sbpl^Id be a pig; that ^nen should mistake bad mannere for i;»}epsn« 
dettce, or should forg^ to be dvil, courteous and wel) bred to each 
othofv I mean he should be able to look every man in the eye^ 
should be independent of expedients and deceptions. In oinler to he 
tkw independent, a nwn should be free from debt. Debt mikes 
iearfid inroads on the morals and welfare of the Stitte. How many 
a man^ starting in life with high hopes and an honorable ambition^ 
has year after year gained new reputation for integrity, honesty and 
energy, but after he has become involved in debt, lost gradually his 
character and fair fc^me, by trickery, subterfuges and perhaps frauds, 
which he would but yesterday have abhorred. Tes: who can te|l 
to y^bai de^pths of de|iravity a man will sink, when the. vampires of 
trade and die nvyrmidons of law have fixed ibeir ftnga upon bim. 
The taint may stick to bis whole family, and afiect their comfort and* 
welfare amd pride of character, and perhaps their morals alsa 

Leave speSbtilation, leave notes of hand, leave buying and selling) 
leave debt and trade to* the trader and the miUer, to such of us as 
have been guilty of die fatal folly of embarking on the troubled sss;. 
There are necessary exchanges to be made, necessary fonds to be 
raised for the piorehase of crops; and until s surplus of domestic 
wealA is itfcetunukted, we moat procure these means from abroad) 
eod become responaible as debtors. This 19 a necessity that must be 
me^ Don't envy the fredM-. Traders, as a whole class^ don't gat 
wealthy as fbst as farmers* Let forty young men at 21 become tra- 
ders, and forty more become formers. At the age of fifty, one quar- 
ter of the farmers can buy the traders all up. My in^uvssion with- 
ojit inquiring iS| that take the whole traders of this county, from it» 
6m settlement, and their aggregate property wot^d not more than* 



Digitized by 



Google 



179 

My *w aggragfHrd^Mi. 1 know tht9» ae^ e«e«flv^ l^ut ^^^ 
•wi^lpw 4o«ltD^t rnn^e a suijMnen Take hatf «< tonimhijP <9f fu- 
MMf « wiTvbfie, a]i4 sf t if tbfir f^ggrf ga^ P^^^^ft^ ^ ^^t V^r 
their agpogalt del^ Yon ^U ^d tiiit as a epn^ouniiitjr th«K t^jf* 
fone sMdHy along, ahhoogh #iiciiinb»r«A wilb dflA aiH)«ie|^«jM% W0 
have f»i^y: doubM or ^aadrapled the vali]« q£ tbiir fiiTmi ivi|ill» 
suoeaa^va oro{>8of tradftra in each viUage have hecohne bankfupil^4r 
ab^doaed tiieir boaiaesa as hopeless; I mean nothing penonel. If 
Tiot true in this oounty, it is trpe as a generid kiw. It la dertainly 
true in the Gounty in which I reside; one of the best Id the State; 

A fanner should not be a tradmg man. If your borses, vagona 
er implements don't suit, sell Ibem. but dbn't be alwap trafllckiBg 
and bartering. There are a kind of mem around the cemxtry i«^ 
jockey some, cheat some, and work a little. One in an hundred 8»e^ 
ceeds; the otiiers fail in their caleiiations. A regular sditemer, take 
his own word for it, makes money at every trade, and grows poor 
every year by it. Take SO regular sharks, and let them fl{>ei^d all 
their time for a year, and save $300 each on their trade8> each has 
lost 300 days*^ work, and the commxmity haalost, the State is poorer* 
by 6 00 i Nta y s ^ work: yet Uiey all made money. I know a man who 
once boasted to me that his tact, year in and year out, was wortb 
92,50 per day. That foiciUy reminded me that the $2,60 must 
come wrongfully out of somebody. If any of you have neighbors 
whose tact is wor& half tliat sum, I advise you to* put a lock irpen 
your granary. This brings me again to the consid^wtien tht^t a man 
should stiek to his trade. What a man fits himself fcnr, that }et him 
follow. If he don't succeed where he has experienee, he certainly 
cannot auoceed where he has no knowledge. Don't cease to be a 
good fiurmer for the felieijty of being a bankrupt meyehant, a fnack 
doctor, or a pettilbggii^ lawyer. The best blacksmith is rei^ected ' 
and wi^s an intvenee in the world, and in his way is a- teacher 
and a ereator; while a poor lawyer, or poor physician, halC-wil(ed 
impostor^ are the contempt of society. ''Act well your pati, theare 
all the hoBCHT lies." No man can occnpy a more enviable, a more 
^vated, a more commanding place thaat a good farmer. 

Bui aH is of no avail, unless the farm iseanried on witb x%id eoon- 
omy— economy in doors, economy oat of doors. There aire c^rtein 
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sign?, certain ear-marks by which a fanner's thrift may be judged 
and his credit tested. It is a bad sign to see him take his team from 
the plow and harness it up to mn after the new goods in the village, 
or trareling mountebanksv It is a bad sign to see a farmer smoking 
on a couBter in the village, while his wife is splitting wood in a 
snow-storm, at home. It is a bad sign to see the woman of the 
house waste all the ashes and soap-grease, and buy hard soap at the 
stores^ It is a bad si/B^n to see a man's harness tied up with ropes. 
It is a bad sign to see. a man shut up his flock of sheep without wa- 
ter. It is a bad sign for a woman to carry butter to market, one- 
half buttermilk, the other half salt. It is a bad sign to run up a 
bill at the grocer's for dried apples> codfish and mackerel, and eve- 
rything a diseased appetite craves. It is a bad sign to send a boy 
with com and a jug to the distillery, to buy whiskey for pickles, after 
cucumber time is past. It is a bad sign to see a farmer feed his hogs, 
sheep and cattle in the public highway, thus infringing upon the 
public rights with a nuisance, when lie might be greatly fertilizing 
his own fields, 

A few years ago I had occasion to pass the premises of a yoxing 
farmer who had inherited a snug competence. He hadagood house, 
but no barn. He had a fine pair of horses, one poor cow, and hogs 
of the alKgator breeds He borrowed fanning implements, but had 
a very fine buggy under a very poor slab shed. In short, he was 
about as well fitted for farming, as the South Sea Islander was for 
getting married^ when he w^it to the Missionary dressed for the cer- 
emony, his only clothing a tarpaulin hat, a black stock and a pair of 
breeches. Last winter I saw this man with his great toe peeping 
through his boots. One exhibition was the directresult of the otiber. 
iSosnetime since, a man whom I had employed came to growl and 
gruBible bec»ise a neighbor thrived better and was more lucky than 
himself. . Sack earned the same wages, and had about the san>e fam- 
ily. I told him if be would take no offence, that I would explain to 
him the causes of their different fortunes. In the first place his wife 
had a hired girl, whose w^iges were 15 cents, and whose board cost 
him $1,50 per week — equal to $117 per annum. The other man's 
wife earned |1 per week — equal to $62 per year. Here was a dif- 
fettfuce between the two of $169. He had bills and open accounts 
at every grocery and store, and bills to pay for buggies to run after 
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every caravan and cireos. la fine, I was aible to show tkat one- 
half of his hard eammgs were wasted, where his envied neigliborez^ 
|>ended notiimg; yet all the tiioe the last living best I could have 
told him more, of which he probably had a frequent and realizing 
sense-^hi^ wife wore the breeches. 

Habits of almost any kmd are a bad economy. All habits cost 
high— Hsost high in time, in money and offcen in chai'acter. The 
halHt of chewing and smoking tobacco — what is its money cost? I 
do not hsopeaeh now the practice as a matter of taste. There is no 
disputing about tastes; and if a m&a enjoys the luxury of maJdz^ 
himself obnoxious to the senses of half his friends; why, let him en* 
joy the luxury. I now speak of its cost. Estimate it at three cents 
per day. This sum saved from the age of 20 to 70, and put at com- 
pound interest^ amounts to the sum of $8,163. Suppose the same 
man is a temperate drinker; I will not remind him that if he starts 
in life one of twenty temperate drinkers, and he has weathered the 
storm, that he is a solitary iandmark, and the nmeteen others fill a 
dronkard'S' grave. But to its cost — ^suppose it six cents per day 
from the age of twenty to seventy. This habit w^l have cost $6,326 
more. The sums thus expended for tobacco and drink, at compound 
interest, would amount to the sum of $9,489. Alas! such habits 
often cost more than money — cost health, repwfiition, morals; aye, 
more, entail poverty and degradation on another gener«Uion. There 
is only one certain method of being prosperous and thrilty, and that 
is to live on the principle of expending less than you earn. A man 
is independent who eatns sixpence per day more than he expends; 
a man is sure of eventual ruin who reverses the plan. Dream not of 
sudden wealth. There are no royal roads; . we cannot walk liptp^; 
we must walk flat-footed through the world. There is a plain and 
homespun path, but a sure one— a path sanctioned by the gene^r^ 
experience of mankind. Suppose a man begins at twenty-<^^ to lay 
up 25 cents per day, at compound interest; at fifty-one he will have ^ 
$7,110; at sixtyrcme, $I3,A60; at seventy-one, $26,100, There are 
several flour milk in your village. Suppose the investment in one 
to be $20,000, and suppose the manager to own it free from debt 
Let his miller lay up $1 00 per day, and he can do it, az^ place it 
at compound interest, and in twenty-five years he can b\y out his 
employer, if he is fool enough to do it. The chances 4u*e, hewever. 
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'ftfitt \h anployer has ft^lM ts^ yiMj thfimSaahd Oa pvCMt^ 
'94ret%-fiire 7«ar&'i9mce» a sturdy young eonnivjnftitifn teMlie tnad* 
<$^i^«nii(>afirm6f ixierGbaai^riiKsietitoBd^ Tbefii«v% feufed 
%itoM)t^^k«ir6, f^ tAie J ^ere toodel taerdhants, and b^ is » 
giaat controller of men and means. •Such are the gauze-l&te deht- 
skSllfs <^Ue^ iMmg aronad firedanoits trade. Sucii are ihe ^cerlmiiities 
«€ dirift and economy, the road to fndepetidtf&eie, iParmers of 
fiiob^fao, is aS'^him as the road (o mill. Go to bed eviery night 
^h ithe oonsoling reHeeti^ t^at you hanre earned more ihsai joa 
Ibttve^ent, though it be but a pem^, and you can frofvrn.'from yoar 
HMe <;astle upon all tbo vorld. 

Tdbe4hrifty> a Ikrmer ^ouM' be intelligent and edaeated* I 
Imoir not how the vulgar error grew up, from what prejudices it 
dptuffg, that faroiers should not be educated. If there is any maa 
dft^e tforld who should be enlightened, it is the farmffir. Let the 
^^jidmental education be obtained, and the leisuiie of his winter eve- 
nings, his ex^nption from the antieties of buliiness, his general good 
hesdth are favorable to intellectttal culture. The means 'of cdltare 
^Scire soacc^^bleand cheap, that there is no acquisition at which the 
hrsofblest are compelled to stop. It is giieat folly thiit de<tois schools 
aHd'<50lleges the only sphere for the developement of a man's pow- 
ers^ 'Tis iftc native intellect which is wanted. ISiii a log hut 
amenjK uS, "hvLt has m ve of the accessories of learning wifliin it, than 
theliut of Buni*s father; yet from the few books of English litera- 
ture alrbund hiba, he learned enough to enable him to siend forth 
those "Awiiiughts that breathe in words that bum" to all die world: 
t6 astonish, t6 dazzle, to startle all the millions who hare spc^en his 
tnoAer tongue from Ms day to ours, and "to clothe the joys and 
%6es*' of 'pnnc6, priest' and peasant "with the utterance which he 
-giaye his own.V 

A farmer shWd be free from prejudices and superstitions^^. Edu- 
cation will free him from such trammels. He should be indepen- 
dent of the lawyer and merchant in regard to the ordinary transac- 
tions ^fbuislness. Education will render him so. He should not 
take opinieus cm trust. Education enables him ^ investigate for 
hiiiisdfi A neighbor of mine, in November last, placed a^ fine hog 
in a norih -western erposure. In March the hog we%hed about the 
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'bailie h* ikt m Xo^c^blsv A Hftte kBfl^wMtgfe of tke him ^ ^^ 
^mologr irouM k^ve tanglit him ^at the ammal i^ciuifigd dU^ Ae ira- 
tiiment ^« ri&ceiTed fo^' tej^e tJie Wftste ^alisied by such mkA ^spe^ 
sure; white twa hours of tllne, a&d fifty cents worth of straw and 
bdsrds^woidid' haye sayed half his keeping and 100 Ibsl of potk; An 
ignoradat ti^n goes to the bottom of hkiwiell; he fiunts amLihns. 
His son Mlows to rescue him, and Mis also; and half ^e h»xi\f 
perish. A small manital of science woidd hare ttaiight ^lem &at 
the oxygen^ lA^hieh sustains life, was supf^an^ byiC^rbonic acid g^ 
a deadly poison, and Aat a small taper Jowered, ,(infittnu# as («y- 
gen supports combustion as well as life,) would hsve tesfe^ l^e ex- 
istence of the vital ingredient, and ^eir lives would have been saved. 
Why is it that the average life of the fiirmer is not longer than the 
average life of the student? .The use of his li^ibs in open air is 
calculated to preserve yhis powers of diges^on, promote cheerfulness, 
and invigorate and develope his animal powers-r-^ll.pon^ucive to Jong 
life; While the opposite course of a sedentary man is .calculated to 
impair the physical powers and abridge , Jife. The reasqn .he lasts nb 
longer than the student is, because he is,ignorant,»of, or (if notigrib- 
rant of,) he despises the laws which govern health and gr^Wtil, 
which the other studies and observes. Why have our "conntiyinen 
been able to ccwnpete with foreignw-s in manufactures, where th^ ^al- 
ly labor in the old world costs not half so much? It is because sthe 
American brings more intelligence to guide the hand and ai^ the 
eyoi Jt appeared by the books of alarge establishment tt the East, 
that the pay of those who wrote their signatures was twenty qr iJ&ir- 
ty per cent more than those who signed with a cross. Ipteljigent 
labor is every where more, valuable than mere stupid, mechanical 
work. Look at the nations of Europe, from the realms Of the Mus- 
covite, where the brutal lord drives before him his migratory bapji* 
of leaden ^erfe, to the clustering swarm of England's busy hive, 
who hold tributary hundreds of millions, all over the globe; and 
just in propert^mi as the laborer thinks wUh the head while he works 
with the hand, just in that proportion is the nation advanced in civi- 
lization and opulence. A poet has said that "those who think must 
govern those who toil." A few months since, and the civilized world 
nvas electrified with the intelligence that the kings and rulers of Eu- 
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lope were swept off, as you would sweep iheir Bumic repiesentatires 
fn«n &e chess board. Man seemed to hare emei^ged from his leth- 
argy. Alas! the toiler was not a thinker; and another proof is af- 
forded the poet that "those who think mast govern those who toil'' 
The revolutionist and the repafolican have collapsed into a serf and a 
subject agam. There is no hope for mankind /<2Z(A0<oi^«Aa2/^ a ^Atsi^- 
er, and ik^ ike toiler mU gwem kivMdf. Then, and not till then, will 
the cause of Democracy commend itself as the cause of justice and 
humanity: then, and not till then, will an all-pervading Republican- 
ism commend itself as a new revelation to mankind, and the toiler, 
the thinker, the developed man stand forth "redeemed, regenerated 
and disenthralled,'' by the genius, not as Curran has it, "of univer- 
sal emancipation,'' but, by the genius of universal intelligence. Bat 
we need not go abroad for illustrations of these pregnant truths. 
Look at Massachusetts, and we find a small and barren State of 
800,000 people, whose only natural productions have been said to be 
granite and ice> bringing nearly all her raw materials yearly, fr(»n 
abroad, and adding to their value more than the annual value of all 
the cotton crops of all the Southern States. Thus freedom and in- 
telligence animate labor and multiply its results; thus slavery and 
ignorance paralyze it and lessen its fruits. The different sides of 
the Ohio river are not more unlike each other than the halves of the 
apple of which we read in one ef the novels of Sir Walter Scott, 
which was severed with a blade, one side of which was poisoned, and 
the other pure. On the oxk side, intelligence is promoted by public 
approval and law; on the other, the common thirst for knowleoge i» 
punished as a crime. 

Whether in purchasing the farm or 9iarketing the crop— whether 
in selectpig seed or rearing an animal, or nursing a tree — whether b 
preserving the health and growth of all around you, animal or vege- 
table — whether in draughting an instrument or detecting a fraud" 
whether guarding yourself from loss, or saving a neighbor from im- 
posture—or whether in a wider sphere of a citizen and a politician, 
you exercise the intellect and comprehension that enable you to 
speak, to vote and to act with discretion and wisdom, be assured that 
intelligence and education will everywhere aid and elevate you, and 
render you more useful, more respectable, more happy, and lyhat it 
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is mj proviiice now more particularly to dim, a 'more ttiti% and 
auccessfiil iatmer. 

The prejudices agfunst book farming are yet aircmg. If jou study 
the book in order to find hew many experiments you can try, how 
many noyelttes you can run after, the book is for you a bad guide* 
If you seek its counsel to save you from error, and aid your enquiries, 
it is invaluable. Iventure to say that few men have taken an agricul- 
tural paper for a single year, and read it, without saving by its sugges- 
tions from six to ton times its cost A mere recipe from the Michi- 
gan Farmer will often save your wife five times the value of the paper 
in a year. A man is a pedant and a laughing-stock who lives by 
by books and disregards the experience of daily life; but how much 
worse than the pedant is a dolt who is guided only by his own private 
experience, that perhaps rather mole-eyed, and spurns the experi- 
ence of all other men and all other countries, because it comes 
through books. No sensible man makes up his judgment without 
^I the facts — ^yeta farmer who scorns the written experience of oth- 
ers, leaves out a portion of his data. Written instruction is very 
often better than oral, because noted down with more care. A pub- 
lic spirited man, by a long course of experiments, and at a heavy 
expense, makes some useful discovery. He publishes it, and it costs 
you nothing. A virulent disease attacks your sheep, or cattle, or 
fruit trees. You tarn over the index of your Farmer and find all 
the known remedies described. Within a few years a great im- 
provement has been made in agricultural implements. The maga- 
zines contain early and ample information respecting them all. These 
works serve to dispel the bigotry that frowns on labor-saving ma- 
chinery, which has revolutionised entirely the scientific and mecha- 
nical world, and often in other walks of life has multiplied an hun- 
dred fold the production of a single head and hand. If any wheats 
grower doubts the value of a book, let him read the abundant and 
varied information contained in the last Patent Report, respecting 
the nature and qualities of wheat, and then deliberately say whether 
he is too wise to learn. If there are twenty men in this assembly 
who^iak written wisdom noihmg, oral advice and tradition every- 
thin^et them settle in some fertile Eden and wall themselves out 

from the rest of the world. They shall work from no published, no 
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impcfrted ligbt Lei them ^emei^ agtim^ ttey and tbrir iMteittf > ^ 
'century benee, and where would they be? They would be on dieir 
Toad to Cbina^ where seutt'citiiization was done up like a nmiiini^ 
some thoxtstinds of years since, and reimdns yet in a deeait -staie of 
presenration. 

But I have dep«rted from the subject of the educatieti 0f tiie 
farmer. What is education? It isadevelopment<ef alithepowersand 
fEkcuHies, without the neglect of any; its result is capaeityr^^^^Nioity 
to fill withhomor atid usefohiess all your duties in die worM. To 
■educate the head withdut dereloping the physical powers, is to make 
<)f man a semi-monster. My mind reverts to men of vast intellectu- 
al capacities, who have dragged through life diseased bodies, and who 
led an existence as miserable and cheerless as would be the lifis of 
■one of the Siamese twins, if compelled to drag through tiie world ^be 
'dead body of the other. If a farmer has a^son who shows great 
>precooity, stimulate not the brain at the ea^pense of the physic^ 
frame. It is a common and fatal error to take from the fiurm and de^ 
,prive of physical exercise the children of bright intellects and feeble 
constitutions. How oflen have we aH seen the result of diis errone- 
•ous partiality in premature graves? How often have we seen the 
selected genius of the family become a nervous, impracticable, fee- 
"ble hypochondriac, and its prospective pride become perhaps its de- 
•pendent^nd its burden? No, lettbe delicate and diseased remain at 
home. Let ihem follow a life where they can enjoy the fdl benefit 
of Nature's great specifics — air, exercise and water-— and suffer only 
those of the most vigorous and confirmed constituticms, to incur all 
the hazards and miseries of a sedentary life. No, let not the £arm^ 
seek to remove his ^on to some nrfore showy ; pursuit. His true policy 
ris'to retain the best talent and keenest intellects at-home, and in tiihe 
his calling shall be felt as the most liberal, as it is the most impop- 
•taut, of human pursuits. Thus you will dignify toil and multiply its 
: profits, by bringing erudition and skill and ^liarpenedt faculties to every 
> daily investigation. What a strange idea, that the farm is a limited 
sphere, when a farmer can pfaciacally bring the inductions of all the 
natural sciences to illustrate bis ddly pursuit and ^nbanee his mpCHsae. 
If be plows in the open field,%ecan prove^iimself a phiiosopheraad 
% man of scii[nBD, and returning to bis nursery and his garden, be<c«« 
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gratify Ids total k tke ci^ijatioi^ of a miQ£t ex^tatite ii^ mh^ 
mutound hhiis«lf with a gaUetj, whose hall is ''GodVfixst tempU/' 
and lirhose pictures rival ia beauty aad e:^G!eodi9 utility the rarest 
^peoiiB^is of the iiouvre. 

I cannot t]o9e without r^oindiBg you of &e res^ponsibilides, the 
duties and the trusts our country and times impose upon the agricul* 
tural population. 

What is our country? An en\pire as wide as the empire whi^ the 
scepter of the Ciesar^ever waved over. The^original thirteen States of 
ottt'Uaiou are now a small strip, skirting the AtlanUc shore, and em- 
brace only one fifteenth . part tof our whole ar^a. Its benificent climate, 
its exhaustless soil,, its mineral rich^s,Us accessibility on all sides^ita set' 
tlement by the Anglo-American man, under an almost perfect theo* 
ry :of government, ^mark the vaUey of the Mississippi, on the skirts 
of. which ^e are fi;xed, as the eentre of that wide stage where the 
iiftb and last act in the great drama of mankind, foretold by Bishc^ 
iBerkly, is to be consummated: 

•<Wwtward the star of Empire t^tkes ksWay; 
The four first acts already passed. 
The fifth, natst'elQse the drama with the day: 
Time's noblest effort is the last. *' 

The country of all*the eai-t^, gifted wkh capacit-ies to produce the 
laammoth, shall rear a mammoth nation on its plains. It is now ^ 
tnighty skeleton, lean, ragged, and to some eyes, unsightly. We can 
hardly realize its strength and toajesty, when its nerves> its muscles, 
its ligaments,, shall be bound up in ^compact symmetry of form, and 
rounded and colored into life, and grace, and beauty. The few Eu* 
I'opeans who have traced the jprogressof t)ur whole country, view 
its growth and success as a kxA ofmiracle. The more we ourselves 
reflect upou it, the more inii^ulous it seems tous« Nothing short 
of some great eotvalsion of Kature will prefcably arrest it. What a 
sublime s})ectafcle will it present, when its harvests shall wave in gol- 
den oceans over all its plains; when its orchards shall rain their rich 
abundance on the earth; when its opulence shall build up institutions 
of learning, of art and of benevolence, over its whole surface; when 
4t shall be chequered with railroads and dotted with cities; its inter- 
f^hange of thoughts, through the -electric fluid; when it shall contaift 
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900 millions of men who speak the language of Bacon and of Sbaka^ 
peare; who speak thfe language in which the Covenant of Plymouth 
and the Declaration of Independence were written, one in origin, in 
attachments, in habits of thought, placed under circumstances the 
most propitious to a ftdl development of all thehr faculties, morale 
physical and intellectual. 

Such is our country; and for weal or woe we are its possessors^ 
In former times the individual was nothing— the State everything. 
The individual is fast becoming everythmg — the State nothing. " I 
am the State,'* said the inflated monarcli of France; and so he was. 
Man has been too long a tool and puppet to work out plans. Even 
now we find men, (for the age of chivalry is n<»t all gene,) who will 
set themselves up to be shot at, at 17 00 or 98 00 per montli. 
Man, however, now mostly lives for himself, and his capacities are 
his own, and the State is a network to bind men's interests together, 
not to make their interests hostile. How many fleets, how many 
deeply laden armadas have been sunk; how many successive crops 
consumed in war; how many millions butchered to gratify the ambi- 
tion or vanity of a single despot Generations of living men gre&n 
out their lives and expire in piling up a vast pyramid to cover the 
pititul ashes of a single dead one. But we need not go back to the 
time of the Pharaohs. Louis the XlVth was lauded to the skies for 
building up Versailles upon a waste; but he made France a wide, 
desolate waste in effecting his barren purposes. It is not too much 
to say that half the energies of the whole people of Europe for the 
last ten centuries have been entirely wasted. "Bnt here all this is 
reversed. Here, those who sow shall reap — ^those who produce, 
enjoy. The State can no longer mould and stultify the man; the 
man moulds the State. 

—"What constitutes a Sta^e ? 

Not cities, proud With spires and turrets crowned. 

But men, high-minded men. '^ 
All reforms, all radical and important chang«»s, all those vital and 
prolific ideas, the germs of progress, emanate from the workshop, 
the farmhouse, and the quiet thinker's cell. They come not from 
politicians and schemers and pseudo philosophers. These indicate 
only which way the wmd veers and turns. They too often assemble 
in little cabinets or great conclaves to barter and tQ trade away the pub- 
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lie weal,or the riglits and interests of bnmanity, for Ifaeir own aggran- 
dizement. This machinery is losing its potency. The impulses that 
fashion and give tone and character to revolutions of habits of 
thought and modes of acdon, must come from a thinking multitude; 
and among us, from a thinking agricultural multitude. Let us, then, 
diink and act as men who participate in all those bold conceptions, 
And that glowing enthusiasm which the laying out and founding this 
i^ast empire of Englishmen is calculated to inspire. 
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Art. 7. At each annnal meeting a committee of five persons shatf 
be chosen, who, witli the President and Recording Secretary, shall 
constitute a Board of Directors for this Society. 

Art. 8. There shall be an Annual Fair and general exhibition of 
Agricultural and Horticultural products, including new and useful 
improvements in husbatndry; at whi«h time there shall be a plowing 
match and a distribution of the premiums: said Fair to be holden 
on the first Tuesday and Wednesday in October in each year. 

Art. 9 No premiums shall be awarded to any person who is not a 
member of this Society. 

Art. 10. It shall be the duty of the Board of Directors to adopt 
a code of by-laws, and publish them with the Constitution, for the 
benefit of the Society. And on or before the first ^day of April in 
each year, they shall give notice in all the newspapers published in 
the County, on what articles premiums shall be given, and the con- 
ditions whereon the same shall become due. 

Art. 11. The Constitution of this Society may be altered or 
amended at any annual meeting, by a vote of two-tbirds of all thci 
members present 



BY-LAWS. 

Art. 1. The Executive Committee shall provide suitable accom- 
modations for the Annual Exhibitions, and prescribe the rules and 
regulations to be observed. 

Art. 2. They shail appoint judges who shall examine the property 
and specimens produced by the persons applying for premiums at 
the Annual Fait* s, and shall determine and adjudge whether any or 
either of the applicants be entitled to a premium, according to the 
conditions prescribed. 

Art. 3. They shall also appoint judges, whose duty it shall be to 
examine such specimens of fruit, fiowers and other Horticultural pro- 
ductions as shall he entitled to draw premiums, and may be exhibited 
in their season, at other meetings of the Society than those of the 
Annual Fairs, and determine and adjudge in what cases premiums 
should be awarded. 
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Art. 4. The Executive Committee may award discretionarj pre- 
miums out of any unappropriated funds of the Society. All awards 
of money shall be accompanied by a certificate signed by the Presi- 
dent and recording Secretary. 

Art. 5. The Executive Committee shall, at each annual meeting 
of the Society, make a report of the general condition of agricul- 
ture, horticulture and manufactures in the county. 

Art. 6. The Treasurer shall receive and have charge of the funds 
of the Society, and shall disburse the same under the direction of 
the Executive Committee, and report at each annual meeting. 

Art. 7. Every candidate for a premium shall make known his in- 
tention in writing, to the Conesponding Secretary, at least one week 
previous to the Annual Fair, stating the kind of production on which 
he intends to apply for a premium. 

Art. 8. It shall be the duty of the President, Vice President and 
other officers of the Society, to solicit and receive subscriptions of 
membership, and to pay over to the Treasurer all moneys so receiv- 
ed, on or before the day of the next meeting of the Society there- 
after. 



Officers of the Lenawee County AgficiiUural and Horticultural Society 
for 1649. 

President — Joseph Gibbons, of Raisin. Vice Presidents — A. J. 
Comstock, of Adrian: C. A. Stacy," of Tecnmseh: J. B. Hampton, 
of Franklin: W. Wright, of Madison: J. Cadman, of Adrian: J. D. 
Thompson, of Madison: Elijah Brownell, of Raisin. 

A. Q. Eastman, of Adrian, Recording Secretary: A. J. Comstock, 
of Adrian, Corresponding Secretary: L. G. Berry, of Adrian, Treas- 
urer. 

Executive CovimiUee — B. W. Steer, of Raisin: B. J. Harvey, of 
Palmyra: Walter Wright, of Madison: A.- J. Comstock, of Adrian: 
Amos Hoag, of Adrian. 
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REPORT 

Of the Secretary of the Lenawee County Agricultural and HortlcvKurat 
Society, to t/ie Secretary of the Michigan Stale Agricultural Society, 
for the year 1849. 

A society for the promotion of agriculture and horticulture was 
organized in this county, en the 27th day of January, 1849. The 
names of the officers chosen at that time for the current year were 
printed with the constitution and by-laws of the society, a copy of 
which I send you with this report. At the organization of this So- 
ciety, but few of our farmers wore present, owing to the notice call- 
ing them together not having been generally circulated through the 
county. An address was given at this time by Joseph Gibbons. 
The society met again at Adrian on the 24th of February, and but 
few farmers were present at this time; and with a view of increasing 
an interest in agricultural improvenaents, and arousing the farming 
population of this county to a just sense of the importance of agri- 
cultural societies and the advantages to be derived therefrom, are* 
solution was adopted, making it the duty of the Executive commit- 
tee to appoint meetings, to be held by the society in different parts 
of the county, in the month of May, June, July, August and Sep- 
tember. The Society held another meeting at Adrian on the 7th of 
April, and were addressed by Elijah Brownell. A considerable num- 
ber of our f>irmers were present at this time. 

The above mentioned resolution was not fully carried into effect; 
but the Society held three meetings at Tecumseh, the 5th of May 
and the 2d and 23J of June. The last meeting was well attended, 
and each one present seemed interested in promoting the objects of 
the Society. An able address was given on this occasion by Peter 
R. Adams, Esq. No other meetings of the Society were held up to 
the time of our annual fair. A list of premiums was made out by 
the Executive Committee, but owing to the small number of persons 
who had associated themselves as members of the Society, and con- 
sequently the prospect of there being but a small anv>ant of funds in 
the hands of the Treasurer, the committee could not offer that 
amount of premiums, nor as large in particular cases as was desired. 
They hope in another year to be able to offer greater iaducementsin 
amount of premiums. Much interest is taken generally by the farm* 



Digitized by 



Google 



I9S 

•e!« and 'indmdnals living in villages lin this county, in ihe enltare of 
the different kinds and varieties of fruit. The judges of fruit met mice 
in each week during the months of August and September, for the 
purpose of receiving and examining such specimens of fruit as might 
be presented in their season for premiums; and I snight, I thinks 
safely say that there were some as good, specimens of apples, plums, 
tipricots, peaches, quinces and grapes presented to the judges, and 
'exhibited at the Annual Fair, as -can be produced in the State; and 
I think I miglit safely «dd that Lenawee is not inferior »to any other 
county in the State in the jichness and variety of its fruit. 

The annual fair was hoiden at Adrian on the.96h .and 10th of Oc- 
tober. There was a good attendanoe during the two days, consid- 
ering the state of the weaCher, which was unpleasant and somewhat 
;rainy. The number present might safely *be estimated at five thou- 
sand. The amonnt of products exhibited was not large, owing per- 
haps to some extent, to ihe inability of the Executive Committee to 
offer large premiums, but mainly to the recent formation of the so- 
ciety. Yet in quafity, the articles exhibited were creditable to the 
members. A feeling was manifested from which the future prosper- 
ity of the Society must result, as well as greater exertion among our 
iieirmers generally, for improvement. The annual address was de- 
livered by Horace Bemis, Esq., of Adrian, « copy of which, in com- 
pliance with your request, I herewith send you. By the report of 
the Executive Committee of this Society, made m compliance of its 
by-laws, on ihe last day of the Annual Fair, and which I herewith 
attach as a part of my report, will be seen the general condition of 
agriculture, Viticulture and manufacturing in the 'COunty f9t 1849, 
so far as the committee were able to come at facts. 

The principal crops raised in this county, are com, wheat, oats and 
bay; the average yield of which I am unable to give; but they are 
said to be much larger than last year, and vill I think compare fa- 
'^''orably with other parts of the State. The potato crop in this coun- 
ity is far better this year than it has been for some years past, and 
'Bittch less affected by that mysterious disease, the rot, though it has 
injured many fields. Some of <our farmeva are turning their atten- 
«3tiAn consideraly to ihe busiaess «f 4airyiag. There is one dairy of 
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sereatj-fire eows. (Xhers are dirtctiiig tbeir attention to fte grow- 
ing of wool; large flocks <^ sheep may be seen on sererai &rms. 

It is hoped that my successor will another year be able to give to 
the State Agricultural Society a mucb more full and statistical re- 
port than I am able at this time to do. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

A. G. EASTMAN. Sec'y. 



LIST OF PREMIUMS 

Awarded by the Lenawee County Agricultural and Hordcultural Society 
aiiis firU annual fair, held at Adrian, October 9 and 10, 1849. 

FARM AND FIELD CROPS. 

J. D. Thompson, Madison, conducted farm, 1st premium, $3 00 
Geo. Kennedy, Madison, largest quantity of wheat on one 

acre, 30 3-4 bush., 1st pre., 
Libni Kelley, Raisin, best acre com, 100 bush., dis. pre^ 
A. J. Dean, Raisin, best 1-16 acre carrots, 1st pre., 
Isaac Davis, Madison, best squash, dis. pre., 
Josiah Ward, Adrian, best lot beets, dis. pre., 
M. M. Thorn, Raisin, best lot sweet potatoes, dis. pre., 

CATTLE. 

A. K. Hickox, Blissfield, best pair working oxen, 1st pre., 
James Abbott, Dover, best pair four years old steers, dis.. p., 
John Baker, Fairfield, best pair three years old steers, 1st p., 
Wm. D. Page, Fairfield, best Durham bull, 1st pre., 
Lorain Downer, Medina, best bull under two years old. This 

bull is seventeen months old, and weighs 1236 lbs.; dis. p., 
Samuel Warren, Dover, best bulJ calf, 1st pre , 
Lorain Downer, best cow and calf. This calf is six months 

old, and weighs 594 lbs.; 1st pre., 
J. D. Thompson, Madison, best milch cow, dis. pre., 
Jesse Cram, Madison, best two years old heifer, dis. pre., 

HORSES. 

Amos Hoag, Adrian, **Turk,*' 1st pre., 
J. C. Gile, BlissfieU, best mare and colt, 1st pre.^. 
Henry Rando]ph» Madisaii» hftst p^ matohed homes, 1st 
premium,, 4' OO 
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H. H. Eejier, TeemnBeh, best single horse, Ist pre.» $£ 00 

8HBEP. 

Wm. Beals, Rollin, best French merino buck, 1st pre., 1 00 

O. M. Rood, Adrian, best pen five ewes, 1st pre., 1 00 

SWINE. 

Samuel Nash, Madison, best sow and six pigs, 1st pre., 1 00 

Phineas Price, Madison, best barrow, dis. pre., 1 00 

T. C. Warner, Adrian, 2d do do do 1 00 

PLOUGHING MATCH. 

Orrin Baker, Fairfield, one-quarter acre in 42 min., with 

oxen, Cayuga plow, 1st pre., 3 00 

Hiram Crane, Madison, one-quarter acre in 51 min., with ox- 
en. Long's plow, dis. pre., 2 00 

ApoUus Drown, Medina, one-quarter acre in 38 min., with 
horses, plow not known. 

FARM IMPLEMENTS. 

Amos Hoag, best farm wagon, dis. pre, , 2 00 

N. A. Riimsdell, Dover, best seed drill, 1st pre., 1 00 

A. B. Chafiee, Adrian, best harrow, 1st pre., 1 00 

DOMESTIC MANUFACTURES. 

Samuel A. Hubbard, Franklin, full cloth, ten yards or more, 

1st pre., 2 00 

Henry Taylor, Raisin, full cloth, ten yards or more, dis. pre., 1 00 
Mrs. A.J. Comstock, Adrian, best piece ingrain carpeting, 1st 

pre., 2 00 
Mrs. J. Avery, Adrian, one piece ingrain carpet, 

Mrs. W. 0. Howard, Adrian, best rag carpeting, 1st pre., 1 00 

Mrs. I. French, Madison, one piece rag carpeting, 1st pre., 1 00 

Mrs. K Pratt, Medina, best worked quilt, dis. pre., I 00 

Mrs. S. G. Shefibr, Adrian, 2d best quilt, dis. pre., 1 00 

Mrs. John Tenbrook, Madison, two coverlids, dis pre., 1 00 
Miss M. E. Rood, Adrian, satchel and embroidered skirt, dis. 

pre., 1 00 

Miss E. Berry, two lamp mats, dis. pre., 1 00 

Miss R. French, Madison, two lamp mats, dis. pre., 1 00 
Miss E. M. Wiuans, Adrian, patchwork slumber cushion, 

dis. pre., 1 00 
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Almnon Worden^ Adrian^ best calf, kip, and eovbide boots, 

dis. pre., $ ^ 0<? 

F. R. Stebbins, Adriaoy best toilet stand and centre table, 

dis. pre., 1 OO 

8. A. Seofield, Adrian, picture frame, dis. pre., 1 OO 

Geo. J. Payne, Adrian, blank book, d is. pre., 1 00 

J. Mandeville^ Adrian, window sash and blinds, dis. pre., 1 OO 

M. M. Thorn, Raism, pearing machine, (new invention,) dis. 

pre., T OO 

Seth W. Fenton, Fairfield, 16 corn brooms. 
Robert Bidleman, Adrian, best farm harness, 1st pre.» 
A. B. Palmer, Adrian, 1 harrow, axe and 13 forks, 1st pre., 
Lemuel Martin, Adrian, upper leather, dis. pre.,. 

FINK ARTS. 

Miss H. Barber, Adrian, painting, dis. pre.. 
Miss R. French, Madison, painting, dis. pre,, 
Geo. W. Merrick, Adrian, daguerreotype, dis. pre.^ 

BUTTER AND CHEESE. 

Newell Mitchell, Madison, best Tot butter, 1st pre,, 
Charles Pratt, Adrian, best cheese, 1st pre., 

FLO0K. 

Wm. Beals, Quaker Mills, Eollin, dis. pre., 1 OO 

FRUITS AND FLOWERS. 

A. S. Cornell, Adrian, cherries, 1st pre., 1 OO 

James Penniman, Adrian, best (Washington) 1st pre., 1 00 

M. M. Thorn, Raisin, plums, (Coe's Golden Drop,) dis. pre., I 00 

Geo. L. Crane, Madison, best seedling peach, 1 00 

A. S. Cornell, Adrian, seedling peach, dis. pre., 1 00 

A. G. Eastman, Adrian, early apricot, 1st pre., 1 00 
Wm. Tenbrook, Fairfield, best variety apples, 1st pre., 1 00 
Walter Graham, Madison, best orange quince, 1st pre., 1 00 

B. F. Strong, Adrian, early grape, September or middle Au- 
gust, tst pre., 1 00 

B. H. Winans, Adrian, two varieties grapes, dis. pre., 1 00 

M. M. Thorn, Raisin, best summer variety pear, 1st pre., , 1 00 

A Barnard, Adrian, fall Verg pear, dis. pre., 1 00 

Miss Eliza Truax, best boquet flowers,. 1st pre. 1 OO 
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REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

0/* the Lenavoee Omnty Agricultural and Horticultural Society, on the 
general Condition of Agrkuttareartd Horticulture and Manufadur- 
ing in the County, for 1849. 

The Executive Committee are not at preseat ia possession of suf- 
ficieat data to make out as full and ei^plicit a report ia relation to the 
general condition of Agriculture, Horticulture and Manufactures, in 
the County, as it is hoped they will be another year; but from the 
statistical returns for last year from all the Townships except two, it 
appears there were then in the county 104,877 acres of land under 
imporvement, of which, 28,281 acres, or more than one-fourth-of the 
whole were sown to Wheatj and from which were obtained 296,462 
bushels, making an average of a little less than 10 J bushels per 
{icre. Of other kinds of grain there were 509.967 bushels. It also 
appears there were then in the county, 3,944 horses— 12,861 neat 
<;attle — 8,098 swine, and 62,003 sheep, from the latter of which, 
153,702 lbs. of wool were sheared-^-making an average of nearly 3 
lbs. per head. 

There were tlien in the county 18 Grist and 48 Saw-mills, and 
some very good mills have since been erected, and are now in suc^ 
<jessful operation. There are also several Furnaces doing quite an 
extensive business. Various other branches of Mechanical businesjs 
give employment to between two and three hundred men. 

There is among our farmers and citiaens generally, a manifestly 
increasing interest in the subjects of Horticulture and Floriculture, 
iis evidenced by the exhibition of fruits and flowers now present, 
There is also apparent an increasing solicitude to obtain the best and 
most approved varieties of Horses, Cattle, Sheep, Swine, <fec. One 
of our enterprising citizens, (Wm. Beal of RoUin,) has now present 
for exhibition, two French Merino lambs, obtained from the celebra- 
ted flock of the Bingham's, for one of which he paid $140, and for 
the other $100. 

When the committee remember that only a few months since, it 
was wiih the utmost difiiculty, and only after repeated calls, thai 
we w^ere enabled to induce a sufficient number of our citizens to 
come together to organize a Society at all, and now look over the 
vast assemblage of FarBtiers, Mechanic's and other citijzens here pres- 
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ent, (amounting as is supposed to «bout three tbonsand,) we see by 
the encouraging and welcome presence of their smiling Wives and 
blushing Daughters, that a feeling of interest in the objects for which 
this Society was formed, is thoroughly awakened throughout the 
County, we can but indulge the pleasing hope that an impulse has 
now been given that will result in great good to the citiaens of our 
County. 

Adriam, Oct. lOtk, 1849, 



ADDRESS, 

DELIVERED BEFOEB THE LENAWEE COUNTY AGRICULTURAL AWD HORTI- 
CULTURAL SOCIETY, AT THEIR FIRST FAIR, HELD IN ADRIAN, ON THE 
9th OCTOBER, 1849, BY HORACE BEMIS, ESQ. 

Gentlemen: — As this is the first fair of our Society, I have been, 
necessarily, without a precedent to guide me in the preparation of 
this address. 

Indeed, all that is done by us as a society at this time, in- 
stead of followhig precedent, must become to some extent prece- 
dent for future guidance. Yet, the difficulty arising from want of 
example is obviated by other considerations — there are certain great, 
cardinal questions which present themselves in the investigation of 
any subject, and which require a solution in the outset. 

What are the objects to be attained ? What good will result from 
their attainment ? What incentives have we to use dilligence in thc- 
prosecution of our work ? These are subjects of which we should 
never lose sight; they are therefore questions which it is our pres- 
ent business to solve. To determine the advantages resulting from 
agriculture, let us consider, first, its history, and thence deduce the 
relation, if it has any, to the permanency and prosperity of nations: 
and secondly, its effects upon individuals, as physical, intellectual 
and moral beings. 

First, then, of its history — for it is not the business of the historic 
pen merely to transcribe the splendor of the battle field,"*or the 
achievements of the Senate. What would we think of that geologist 
who should dwell only upon the majesty displayed in the upheavmg 
of the earthquake and the bursting forth of volcanic fires, to the 
neglect of the causes which bring about those phenomena ? Yet 
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he would be just as consistent as tbe historian who should only tell 
us of battles and revolutions^ without telling us of the causes which 
bring them about 

It is the peaceful arts that go to make up the major part of human 
existence — ^as the rills and' springs, the murmerings of which we are 
almost unconscious, make up the mighty torrent. History, then, 
has to do with agriculture, and all those kindred arts which cluster 
ai-ound it; and they in return, we shall find, have much to do with 
history. 

The art had its origin with the human race, for we read of it 
among the first records of the world. ** Cain was a tiller of the 
ground,** says the historian, and "Abel made ofiering of the first- 
lings of his flock." 

When the antediluvian period had passed away, and every vistage 
of labor that had existed was gone; when those who were preserved 
from the deluge again went forth to renew the vicissitudes of a toil- 
ing life, the first art of their attention was agriculture — "Noah began 
to be an husbandman, and planted a vineyard." 

Thus was it made the foundation, the art upon which every other 
must rest — ar*d it comes down to us as the offspring of those periods 
long anterior to the time when "man had learned to hew the shaft 
or lay the archetrave." 

The Chinese, Chaldeans and Egyptians held the tillage of the soil 
in high esteem; and, indeed, the latter people ascribed it to the inter- 
vention of superhuman agency, and in the excess of their gratitude for 
the products they gathered from the fertile valley of the Nile, even 
worshipped the ox, as a beast from whose labors they drew their 
substance. Coming down the current of time a little further, we 
find the Greeks and Homans giving thanks to Bacchus and Ceres, 
that they were blessed with a rich return of the rosy wine and wa- 
ving corn; and when the fabulous era had partially passed away, we 
lind those nations still attending to agriculture. Hesiod and Xene- 
phon wrote many books upon rural economy — M. Cato and Cinci- 
natus gathered their fairest honors from attending to its claims — and 
even the lofty melody of Virgil loses none of its dignity when he 
throws its charms over rural life and sings of the useful art. But as 
we come down to that period of anarchy which followed the fall of 

the Roman Empire, we find this art, in common with every other^ 
26 V 
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nlmost wholly abandoned, or degenerated into the hands of feucfa! 
serfs. The fields which had yielded their increase to the toil of a 
Cincinatus, became the heritage of some barbarous chief, and wer^ 
tilled by the pett) despot's slave. From that period, therefore, we 
can derive little, save lessons of warning. 

In modern times, especially since the revival of learning, it has- 
kept pace in the career of advancement with the other arts. But to- 
detail its existence in particular countries, is more the work of histo- 
rical curiosity, than of practical use; let us rather direct our atten- 
tion to those results that universally depend upon Its condition. One 
of those results appears to be that the civilization and power of na- 
tions bear a close relation to the condition of the tillers of the soil 
Why is it that the inhabitants of the torrid zone are so much inferior 
in these respects to those of the temperate? The answer is obvious: 
it has fallen to their lot to occupy those portions of the earth which 
bring forth with little labor every thing necessary to the supply of 
man's natural wants, and as a consequence they are enervated by in- 
dolence; while the inhabitants of colder and comparatively more bar- 
ren land of the North, where the earth requires a degree of energy and 
labor to yield its increase, are called upon to develope every resource 
by the highest display of mental and physical power; the difiPerence i* 
this, the one from necessity have acquired habits of action-— the otlier 
of inaction. 

Again: if we examine the subject further, we shall find a strong 
relation existing between the laboring interest and the permanency 
of nations. If we raise the inquiry, what localities retain their peo- 
ple longest, and what people retain their institutions longest, those 
records which tell us of the condition of the world in other times, 
will answer in the most unmistakable language, that so long as agri- 
culture has been the main employment of a people, it has been the 
guaranty of their security; but when they have abandoned that, and 
made any other their main occupation, the change in their condition 
has been the herald of their decline. Why is it that China has 
maintained its form of government through the long lapse of twenty- 
three successive dynasties, each embracing periods in which other 
nations might have risen, flourished and fallen? It is because they 
are a nation of husbandmen. It has ever been their favorite maxim 
that tillage of thfc soil is the true source of national wealth and pros- 
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perity. Not ouly Basit been a mawm, biat it lias alsobeen faitBftfU)f 
obeyed. Look for a contract at Assyria — an empire whose youth 
was co-eval with that of Ghina. Yet it ha« beew swept from the 
list of nations'so long since, that the spot where its palaces once rose 
in splendor, is now unknown— and as mornful memory weeps over 
the few remaining records of their greatness, short-sighted skepti- 
cism laughs at h«r credulity. The Assyrian was not content with 
the arts of peace, but abandoned them for the race of ambition and' 
conquest, which in their turn he abandoned for an unbroken night of 
oblivion. The Jews, in the first days of their existence as the cho- 
sen people, were husbandmen. Josephus says of them, in speaking 
of the fathers of the twelve tribes: **They were greatly blessed, 
not only for understanding all things, btU for evdwnv^ ike labors of 
the fieldP But in process of time they became a trading people, in- 
tent upon the acquisition of gain, without enjoying the salutary in- 
fluence of that toil which wasr the companion of their earlier days. The 
money changers polluted the Temple — and the result was, those pal- 
aces, reared by the vigor of their youth, were wrested from the fee- 
ble grasp of enervated age; and they are now homeless wanderer* 
with all their wealth, subject to outrage from every people. 

So indeed it is with each of those meteors which have shone in 
the constellation of renown in the ancient world. If the student of 
history will carefully mark, the coincidence will be found to have be- 
gun their decline at the tikne when they became detached in interest 
from the labor that upheld them. 

Let us take an example from modern times in illustration of thi& 
principle. Before the fifteenth century, Spain was a nation of shep- 
herds and husbandmen, or rather those three distinct nations which 
now form Spain were so; and during the darkness which so long 
hung over the world, the few of Europe who sought learning, sought 
it at Grenada and Cordova; but in the last of the fifteenth century, 
Castile and Arragon were united. Grenada was wrested from the 
Moors — Modem Spain came into being as the great naval power of 
the world — America was discovered under her patron.nge — wealth 
began to flow into her treasury — they became a trading people, and 
sunk forever; and now she presents to the world — not the spectacle 
of the powerful nation that sent forth the Armada in her pride — ^but 
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ft people draining tbe last dregs in the c;ip of social degradation. It 
is unnecessary to multiply instances in proof of the near connection 
between the laboring interest and the permanency of nations. An' 
other deduction to be made from the facts to which we have alluded 
is this: every man should own the land he works upon, and work the 
land he owns. It may be asked whence I deduce this principle. In 
answer, I would say, from the fact that whenever labor has degene- 
rated into the hands of slaves or serfs, or where the system of rent- 
ing has generally obtained, it has brought degredation and wretch- 
edness upon one portion of community, pride and luxury upon an- 
other — ruin to all* It was that system of serfdom incident to the 
feudal tenures, which arose in Europe after the decline of the Roman 
power, that brought the arts, and especially agriculture, to that low 
condition in which we find them for so many centuries, and added a 
gloom to the darkness of the middle ages. The effect of that sys- 
tem was such that a few remarks upon its theory and practice may 
not be inappropriate here. 

This was its theory: the property in all the land was in the king 
or feudal lord alone; he granted it out to his Barons of chief subjects, 
in consideration of a return of some service, most usually attendance 
with a force in his wars. They, who were designated mesne lords, 
again parcelled it out to the common people, for a return, sometimes 
of military service, as attendance in their wars, or base service, as 
tillage of the soil. It was a plan as we may see from this rapid out- 
line, admirably adapted to a warlike people. 

As all derived their title from the same source, usually conquest, 
the defence of all was therefore the interest of each, and this insured 
a ready attendance of all whose return was military service. But we 
shall find, as is often the case, that a policy good for war may be 
detrimental to all the arts of peace. The practical effects of this sys- 
tem, must, from its very nature, have been to take away that feeling 
of permanency with which the laborer looks upon a tenement be- 
holden to no superior but God — there is no incentive as in a firee 
government to enrich the soil — draw around him the charming orna- 
ments of rural life — and give scope to that noble feeling of the mind, 
which clings to one chosen spot, and fondly calls it hxms. 

The system of American Slavery bears testimony (and I regret ta 
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«ay is a living witness) to the truth of this principle^ The slave, like 
the serf, has no interest in the improving or omamenting of the soil. 
His hand may beautify a spot of earth^— yet, his enjoyment of that 
beauty depends upon the will of a master, and is a^ precarious as 
wind — to-morrow, the attachments which to-day he made part of his 
being, are rudely rent forever. Even among us, high as the condi- 
tion of labor is, the workers have reforms to bring about, and abuse* 
to guard against. 
I But of these we will not speak, as they may be thought more 
properly subject for the devisers of constitutions, and the makers of 
law. Yet they are subjects upon which we should all think, for, be 
assured, they will all come forward in the advancing light of sound 
intelligence. Labor, and consequently community, will be ftir from 
that high sphere in which Nature ordained it to move, until every 
badge of servitude is removed — until the laborer is no hireling, serf, 
or slave — until the tenant has no landlord but God — and gives no 
rents or tithes, save the warm and ceaseless gushing from a heart full 
of gratitude. 

Let us now, in place of this generalization upon the effects of Ag- 
riculture, attend to the next division of our subject. 

What is its effect upon man as a physical being? The Creator has 
placed the human constitution under the control of certain laws, 
which when we cease to obey we meet the penalty of our disobedi- 
ence. Among those laws, we find the necessity for a certain.amount 
of exercise. 

We find that without labor — without that amount of physical ac- 
tion, we fall the victims of disease; but that when the rquisite amount 
is taken, the frame is invigorated. It is a trite saying that man was 
ordained to "earn his bread by the sweat of his brow." But it may 
be as truly said, that earn it as he will, he must sweat his brow to get 
the health and appetite to eat it. There is no labor in which, we can 
engage that so well answers this requiremettt of our nature, as tillage . 
of the soil — none so much in accor-dance with those immutable law& 
to which eternal wisdom has subjected us. 

One of our most intelligent travelers in England so well points out 
the difference between ilie physical condition of Farmers and Manu- 
facturers in that country, that I cannot forbear making an extract. 
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**1 watcbed tliem/* says be, in speaking of fhe operatives in their 
factories, ''as they came from their cheerless toil to their meals, and 
of men, women and children* that for the moment crowded the ave- 
nue to their boarding places, not one possessed a healthy and vigor- 
ous constitution; but crippled, emaciated, and much below the aver- 
age height of the English population, they seemed the very embody- 
ment of physical wretcbednes; on the other hand, the ^English far- 
mers are the most athletic individuals I ever saw/* Now, whence 
comes this difference? Here is the true cause: the operative exerci- 
ses his body in a portion of its organs, and those excessively, while 
the tiller of the soil is called upon to bring into healthful action ev- 
ery organ, by the varied labors of his employment. The one pursues 
that course which engenders disease; the other yields obedience to 
the laws of his being. 

Another requisite to physical well being, is an amount of pure air. 
Here again the husbandman, drawing his supply fresh from the great 
repository of Nature, has an advantage -over the professional man, or 
Mechanic, who, pent up in his shop or oflSce, is constantly inhaling 
those poisons which plant the seeds of disease and premature death 
in the constitutions of thousands. Statistics show that this is not 
mere theory, but caus-es that are .ever producing legitimate results. 
Facts that have been published, show that the average length of hu- 
man life in the Agricultural portions of New England, is ten per cent 
greater than in the city of Boston, though that is one of the most 
liealthy cities in the world. 

Let us now consider the effect of this ennobling art upon the intel- 
lectual condition of mankind. To its successful pursuit, a close ob- 
servance of time and seasons is necessary. The husbandman, to 
know when each operation will best bring forth the result sought, 
must be acquainted with all those changes which in any way affect 
the growth of plants. This necessity, in the infancy of science led 
to those observations that furnish the data upon which rest all subse- 
quent enquiry in (he science of Astronomy. True, it was not the 
tillers of the Earth that demonstrated the principles which bind the 
material Universe together; it was not the farmer that measured the 
coniings and goings of every member of the planetary system; but 
it was the rude husbandman and shepherds of the earliest times* 
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Who put the first round in that ladder, without whicli science could 
never have arisen to its present high position. 

Its prosecution requires an intimate knowledge of the structure of 
the earth, the elements which enter into the compositioA of plants, 
and the organization of the plant itself — all of which demands can 
only be answered by the three respective sciences of geology, chem- 
istry and botany; hence their origin. I might here make a digres- 
sion, and speak of the necessity of scientific pursuits to the farmer; 
yet I will only ask that the subject may receive careful attention from 
those upon whom the boys are dependent for direction in the proper 
pursuits of life. 

Again: has Agriculture any thing to do with the moral condition 
"of a people? We think it has. The closer the links of society bind 
mankind together, the more ties each individual has which bind him 
to his fellows, the more he will respect society and its laws; hence, it 
has been said (and principles support the assertion) that tliose who 
are surrounded by the endearments of the family circle, are less like- 
ly to commit crime, than he who is not so circumstanced. The con- 
nection, then, between the social and moyal feelings is intimate. It 
is therefore a proper inquiry, what employment most contributes to 
strengthen this feeling of our nature? Upon this point I will make 
reference to one of the most discriminating of the Scotch writers. 
He says: "In the thronged city, man follows the bent of his own 
inclinations and appetites. The intervention of a brick wall makes 
a separation as complete as though they dwelt at the antipodes; 

there man is disjointed from man, age is disjointed from age. 
****** 

" If a man would eat, drink, die, and be forgotten, let his dwelling- 
place be the city ; if he would live, love, and be remembered, let 
him speed him to the glens pf the mountains." It is the dweller in 
the seclusion of the country, holding converse with nature in her 
own lovely and unperverted garb, whose heart can embrace within the 
strong bond of common sympathy his fellow men. If this be true, (and 
observation confirms its testimony,) has not the advancement of 
agriculture a high claim upon philanthropy? Yes— even religion 
might hail it as a co-worker in the moral vineyard of the Earth. 

Briefly, then, to recapitulate the ground we have been over. If 
agriculture has the effect to render national institutions permanent — 
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to elevate man as a physical, intellectual and moral being — is not its 
advancement the duty of every individual? Is it not the duty of 
patriotism, philanthropy and learning? Such, in short, is the sub- 
ject which addresses itself to you through this Society. The ad- 
vancement of agriculture is the end we seek to attain; and if the 
rules which have governed past ages, are yet binding, these 
are among the blessings that will follow its aittainment. In the view 
of such results, and the certainty of their being realized, is there not 
incentives to work — to work as a Society and as individuals? 

Our country gives every evidence of becoming the first Agricul- 
tural Nation in the world — the land is free from all oppressive bur- 
dens — labor 'meets with its proper reward. Not only that, but eve- 
ry art, useful and fine, is bursting into a luxuriant life here, with a 
rapidity unparalleled in the history of the world. 

Whose chisel is it that now excels all others in shaping the stub- 
born marble into a thing of classic beauty? An American's. 
Whose magic hand hath transcribed the wild grandeur of our scene- 
ry to the speaking canvass, and held it up to the admiring world? 
An American's. Who hath caught the lightnings of Heaven and 
harnessed them to the swift-winged car of interchanging thought"? 
An American. 

Honor to the arts. The world has too long honored the destroyer, 
instead of the creator — the iron-handed warrior who tears down, 
and not the toiler who builds up. But a brighter day is dawning, 
when things will be appreciated according to their true value — when 
the eye of man shall no longer be dazzled by the gaudy trappings? 
the childish pomp of war; and in that rational era, will the sun of 
progress wither the laurel wreath of the warrior, and place^the dia- 
dem of fadeless honor upon the brow of honest toil. It is but a few 
3'ears since men begun to act through organizations for the advance- 
ment of the arts of peace; yet the men of war have held their revels 
in every age. Public opinion has advanced much in this respect 
during the past twenty-five years — ^art unions, agricultural societies, 
have cast in a powerful influence for the peaeeful arts, yet .there is 
much to be done — there are dark spots jnet that must be illuminated — 
there are those yet who feel no interest in an association, the object 
of which is to help forward true progi'ess; they are the men in whose 
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^Konnlferous souls the reUcs of barbarism, flying befoi^ the light of 
reform, hare taken refuge, as the owl flies from the sun to the dark- 
est recesses of the earth. They are the sluggards that sleep yet, 
and will not awake until midday. 

"Dulle r than the fat weed, , 

That rota itself in ease, on Lethe wharf." 

There is no reason why Michigan may not stand first among her 
sister States in an agricultural point of view. Her soil is &YorabIe, 
her climate is second to none for that purpose. There is no reason 
why Lenawee may not stand as high as any portion of the State, for 
none excel her in the richness of her soil, and I may add, -in the 
requisite energy to take that stand — it must be so, if those means so 
bountifully scattered over this fair land are but improved. . 

Gentlemen: the future alone can solve the problem of our success^ 
If the return of another autumn demonstrates that th^ citizens of 
Lenawee ootuty respond to the claims of this Society, another is 
added to the sum total of institutions, the tendency of which is ad- 
vancement 

Come up to the woik with the hearty good will which the inter- 
ests of our State demand, and another drop is added to the fast 
Blling reservoir of American prosperity. 

h. G. EASTMAN, 
•Sierdary Ijenmoee Co, A^fricuUimi 8ociefy. 
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Monroe County Agricultural Society, 



Pursuant to pfetious notice, a meeting assembled at the coturft 
house in Monroe, on Satusday, June 30th, 1849, to adopt measures 
for forming a County Agricultural Society. 

On motion, James Mulhollen, Esq., of Erie, was called to the 
chair, and Lewis Darrab, of LaSalle, appointed Secretary. 

On motion of L. Sackett, the chairman appointed one from each 
township to be a commmittee to report names to the meeting to fill 
the various offices of the county society. 

The committee reported the following list, which was adopted: 

Si M. Bartlett, LaSalle, president; P. K. Zacharias, Ida, A. Pot- 
ter, Dundee, A. W. Potter, Ash, yice piesidents; H. B. Marvin, Bai- 
sinville, treasurer; A. Dunbar, Bedford, recording secretary; £. G. 
Morton, corresponding secretary; L. Barrah, LaSalle, A. G. Bates, 
Frenchtown, E, Barnes, London, G. Willard, Ida, R Duff, Ash^ J. 
Doty, Eaisinville, Jas. Miller, Monroe Town, H. Allen, Milan, H. 
Hill, Summerfield, N. Dunham, Dundee, T. P. Aldrieh, Bedford, S. 
R. Hathaway, Whitefield, J. MulhoUand, Monroe city, A. J* Keeny, 
Erie, H. Herkimer, Exeter, executive committee. 

Tbe following committee was aj^inted to draft a ecmstitution for 
the society: 

R. Talford, James Mulhollen, W. B. Bradford, J. P. Bowe, Geo. 
Younglove. 

On moti9n of L. Sackett, the meeting adopted the following reso. 
lation: 

Evolved, That this meeting approve of the course taken by £. 
G. Morton, corresponding secretary of the State society; and tbath^ 
)i)as our thanks for the prompt manner in which he has called this 
loeeting, and also for the liberal course which tbe Monroe GomnpieT^ 
^Hil baa taken in &vor of agriculture. 
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It waa voted tliat tbe proceedings of this meeting be pnblisked lA 
the Monroe Commercial. 

The meeting then adjourned until Saturday, the 7th of July next, 
at which time the committee to draft a constitution will uiake a 
report. 

J. MULHOLLKW, Pres't., 

L. Daerah, Sec'y. 



The meeting convened ftt the Court House, on the 1 7th July, 1849, 
pursuant to adjournment M. Bartlett, President of dxe Society, 
presided, and E. G. Morton was chosen Secretary />r(>l0in. 

On motion of A. Potter, of Dundee, 

W. H. Montgomery was elected one of the Vice Presidents. 

James tfulhollen, Esq., of Erie» from the committee appointed to 
draft a Ceastitution foj" the Society, reported the following, which was 
adopted: 

CONSTITUTION 

1^7 tfiK WOVIiOa COUNTT AGIlIC^I.TirBAIi SOCISTT. 

Artscbji 1. The name of this Society shall be <Hhe Monroe County 
Agiicultoral Society," and its deject shall be/ to promote tihe im* 
pvovement of agriculture and domestic manufactures thromghout the 
coi^atf; and the Society shall be aujdliary to tiie Michigan State Ag- 
muUural Society. 

Abt. €. The ofi&cers of this Society shall consist of a President, 
three Viols Preridents, a Recording Secretary, a Corresponding Sec- 
retary, aTreasurer^ and an Executive Committee, consuting of one 
menftber from each township in the county, and one for each ward in 
the city of Monroe. These officers shall be elected by baRot, and 
by a majority of the votes of members present at each annual 
meeting of the Society, «nd shall hold t^eir offices for one year, or 
untB oAers are chosen. 

AxT. S. The duties of the President, Vice President, Recording 
md C<NPresponding Secretaries, shall be such as usually pertam to 
<tlMiir Feq^tive ollces. 

Aat. 4. Hie fVeasurer shall receive and keep an aocarale account 
of all moMys belonging to the Society, and shall pay oat only ea 
<he order of the Executive Committee; and at each annoat meetiag 
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of the Society (and at sucli other times is ihe £x»cutiTe C^xonutte^ 
may require) shall aaake a fiiU xv^rt of itg fiaancial traztsacticms 
and condition. 

A&T. 5. The Execttttre Committee shall determine tlie J^ace and 
time of holding each Fair of the Society, proyidixig the anaual Fairs 
be held in the month of September or October; bat the xegnlar 
ammal meetii^ shall be held on the lid Monday of Febn&ayy in each 
year. 

AjiT, €. The £xecntive Committee shall direct the mraey appro- 
priations of the Soeiety/ o<mtrol its property, make the necessary 
preparatioQ& fi>r the anniiid Fair, issue all proper public notieeain 
relation thereto, or to the general object of the Society, pnqpave the 
neceasary by-ktws of the Society, prescribe snch duties to the other 
officers as are not inconsistent with the usual bnsmess of. their r^ 
spective offices^ obey the inatruetions w faioh may be fffBOf to it at 
the annual meetings of the Society, utd at ihe expiration of its term 
of ser?iee, make a fiill report of its proceedings. It shall be com- 
petent for tiie committee, or a majority of them, to appoint avclumr* 
man and -secretary, who may transact all such business as they S^ay 
be authorized to do by said Committee; and said Secretary shall 
sign, and Chairman shall countersign all orders on the Treftsttrer for 
the payment of money directed by said Committee to b^ p&id for 
any purpose; And said Secretary shall keep an accurate account of 
all moneys so drawn. 

Art. 7. It shall be the duty of the Executive Committee aimually 
to reg«date and award premiums on such articles, prod^otions and 
improvements, as t^ey may deem best calculated to pronRVfethe ag- 
ricultoitd and manufacturing mterests of the county, barii^ refer- 
ence to the most economical or profitable mode in raising the crop, 
or stock, or in the fabrication of the article oJQfered for premivm: ^ro» 
nided, Thai before any premium shall be delivered, ihe person to 
whom it was awarded shall deliver to the President of the'Sbeiety, in 
writing, an acciurate statement, verified in such maimer as theExecu- 
tive Committe may direct, of the character of the soil and the pro- 
cess in preparing it, inclY^lmg the quantity and quality of manure 
applied in raising the crop, or the kind and quality of the food in 
feedmg the animal, as the case may be; also the kmd and cost of la« 
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bor employed, and the total expense and total p^dact df die cr^ 
br the mcrease of value t)f the animal, with a view ol showing accn* 
rately the exact resulting profit 

Art. 8. The Pliesident, Vice Presidents, Becording and Corres- 
ponding Secretaries and Treasurer, shall meet annually at sach time 
and place as they may select, and shall prepare a report of the trans- 
actiotts of the Society during the year, embracing such statistical in- 
for^iation in relation tio experiments, cultivation and improvements, 
as niay exhibit the condition of the agticulttiral interests in the coun- 
ty; and shall furnish a copy of such report, to he placed on file for 
the use of the Society and the officers who may have oecasion to re- 
fer to it for information or for publication. 

Art. 9. Any person may become a' member of ^q Monroe 
County Agricultural Society for one year, by paying into the treas- 
ury ibe sum of fifty cents, and may continue a member thereafter 
by paying twenty-five cents per amium. 

Art. 10. No officer of the Society ^all receive any compensa- 
tion for his services, nor shall this constitution be altered except by a 
vote of two-thirds of -the members present at an annual meeting of 
the -Society. 

On motion of A. G. Bates, 

Resolved, That the present Executive Committee be authorized to 
fill aay vacancy in their number. 

On motion of E. G. Morton, 

Besolved, That tiie Executive Committee be and they are hereby 
instructed to proceed at once to obtain as mMoiy names as possible 
in tjheir .reig)ective townships and wards as members of this Society, 
and that they be authorized to receive the fee for membership, and 
forward the same to the Treasurer of the County So<aety, that the 
Executive Committee may be enabled to determine at (heir meeting 
on the 2Sth inst., whether there shaH be an Agricultural Fair in tiie 
olMning AutiumB. 

On motion, it was resolved that the proceedings of this meeting be 
published in die iMonroe Advocate. 

S. M. BARTLETT, Pres't 

K. G. Morton, Sec'y pro tern. 
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LIST OF PBBMIUMS 

4&UKmied hy the Monroi Oaunfy AgrieulHmd Society at Us Anmuoi 
Fair, October 18^, 1849. 

Seat Durham bull, io T. Van Brunt, Monroe City. 

:2d best, R. Webster, Exeter. 

;Be8t Deyonshire buU, & M. Bardett, La Salle- 

2d best, Junes Frost, Baiainyille. 

Best Durham cow, T. Van Brunt, Monroe City. 

2d best do J). Bums, do 

3est Devonshire cow, J. Haiis(Xi, 4o 

'2d best, L. Sackett, Raisinville. 

Best natiye cow, George Grraham, La Sall^. 

2d best do M. Tracy, Raisinville. 

Best 2 year old heifer, Webb, Erencbtown, 

2d best do A. Zeluff^ Dundee. 

Best Devonshire ^ year old heifer, X Potter, Dundee. . 

2d best do 'do L. Sackett, {t^isiu viU^. 

Best 3 year old steers, A. Potter, Dundee. 

2d best do J. McGuire, RaisinyillQ. 

Best fatted ox, J. Marvin, Raisinville. 

Best pair work oxen, A. Potter, Dundee. 

2d best do E. Hotchkiss, Exeter. 

Best 2 year old staid^ J. Hanson, Monroe. 

Best aged stud,. H. Foreman, Erie. 

2d best do L. H*. Barnes, Monroe City. 

Best 3 year old stiud, Wqi. Atkinspn, Raisinville. 

2d best dp M..Hurd, Frepcbtown. 

Best brood mare, J. J. WendaU,.M<mroe town. 

2d best do A. G. BateSj'^Frenchtown, 

Best sucking colt, L. Welch, .Exeter. 

2d best do H. Foreman, Erie. 

Best 1 year old. colt, R. IngersoU, London. 

2d best do L. Darrah, Xa Salle. 

Best span matched poneys, W. P. JCinn^, La Salic. 

Best span work horses, T. G. Cole, Monroe City. 

M best do H. Wolcott, M<Miroe town. 

JBest span matched mares, S. Wakefield, Monroe City. 

£est 4 year old colt, S. Harrington, do 
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H best 4 years old ecii, &. ^AmcMty, Mcmit)e Oitj-. 
Bedt jtmir cftrriage heibes, E. A. P^tii^, i& 
Best sow and pigs, C. B. Ua^vin, Raisiiivillie. 
Best boar, C. B. ^rVi^, do 

Best fatted pigs, M. Hard, Frenchtown. 
Best 10 merino ewes, M. ifitfit» Frsiielito^iL 
Best Southdown sheep, J. J. Wendidt, Momm t»wn. 
Best yearling merino btt^k, t. W&dtt, Uowtob CAtf. 
" 2d best do S. Miller, La Sdle. 

Best horse rake, £. B. Boot, Honioa C%. 
Best cultivator plough^ Geo. Caster, La £taB^. 
Best flour brand, P. Eeegan, Vkmn^ Cfitjr. 
2d best do J. Keegan, do 
Best pork barrel, JT. Johnson, Duttihe. 
Best acre of com, F. Ackley> 4o 
2d best do J. Doty, EaibiiiviDe. 
Best ^ acre of potatoes, H. dak, Monroe City, 
2d best do A. Fottei', Dund^. 

The committee on the Products of &e Bairy^ made the foOomng 
report: 

The committee to whom was referred the duty to judge of ^m 
products of the dairy, beg leav« tespectfti% to report tiiat they hare 
performed that duty, and would say that it is with great diffidence 
that they decide upon the best, where all are so good. In arrivmg^ 
at a conclusion with regard to the quality of the articles exhibited, 
the committee were governed by the proper combination of the in- 
gredients compoung the article examined, the manner of preparing 
the same for market, and the ilavor of the article. They take pleas- 
ure in pronouncing all of a superior quality and such as the fieurmers of 
Monroe may offer in any market without fear of a want of purchasers. 
There were many specimens of butter exhibited, and ail qf good 
quality. In awarding the premiums, the committee are unanimous* 
ly of the opinion that specimen No. St, by Mrs. Leander Sackett, 
stands as No. 1, and specimen No. 46, by Mrs. R. ToUord, stands a» 
No. 2, in the list. 

The quantity of cheese exhibited was not great, but a superior 
article, and it is with much difficulty that the committee decide as to 
quality; yet all things considered they gire specimen No. t8, by Mrs. 
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Mrs, Jobn Jobitson, as Ka 2. 
AB wbieli h respectiuBy saBmitted. 

W.H.MONT€tOMKRY, 
IRAMAYHKW, 
B. F. WPIELB, 



REPORT 
Of tie DUoretionary (JmmiiCee of the County HAr, Oetoier IS, 1849. 

Thd^diecretioiiaay ooBnoittee, appointed for the pttrpose of ezlum^ 
ning and airardii^ prvmraoas on such artielea as ibsj vmj dte v 
meritDrioosi not enomtrated in tliepid>]iBbed Ifslof premiums, h^t^ 
under tlte neees&ily. Sat want of time, of passiiig rapidly tkroHgli tka 
diflkitentspartments in wbieB articles of thai desoriptioain eoneider-' 
able yarietj were displayed, feel tbat they are bgr no means qnalified 
to do justice to tbe several competitors. Aaul as they ]»ve dotfbl- 
less casually passed by many specimens^of ii^Biiity and merit itik^ 
noticed, the committee bope and trust that tbe feir memento alk)tM 
to them in whidi to complete their ezaminatloB* may be received as 
sufficient apology for any seeming neglect on their part. Our atten* 
tion, however, wai^ irresistably attracted towards several suptrb> 
paintinga and drawings^ executed by Mrs. Mayhew and the Misses 
Van Brvmt, of Monroe. They were splendid beyond our powers of 
description, and must be seen in order that their merits may be duly 
appreciated. 

There were also specimens of embroidery or worsted needle 
work, lamp mats, ottomans, etc., the design and execution of which 
belonged to the Misses Smith and Mallory, and we think them an 
excellent commentary upon the hearts which devised and the skill 
which executed. 

There were a quilt and rag carpet exhibited by Mrs. Nelscn, 
whioh wer« extremely creditable to her taste, and evince superior 
powers of execution. 

There was a pair of slippers presented by a little gurl seven years 
of age, the superior workmanship of which elicited expressions of 
28 
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irander. The committee were also much pleased widLapmrt^ 
stockings manufactured by Mrs. Paulding. They reminded us of 
the good old times when the girls considered it entirely out of char- 
acter to spend an afternoon without their knitting or some othi^ 
work. 

And here permit us to remark, by the way, that we regret ex- 
tremely that those smiling and fascinating f^es whick it was im the 
power of the ladies of Monroe to furnish in any quantity, were ae 
few and far between. We, however, return our thanks for the al- 
.most matchless specimens whiah graced and exhilarated the conve- 
cation. Doubtless, many ladies are inclined to think that an agri- 
cttltural £Eiir is not a suitable oocadon at which to assemble. If so, 
in God'sname, when and where is the proper place andoecaaicn ? 
How many men, think you, would be likely to )attend an agiicultund 
.&ir, did notthe ladiesincline to infuse into their assemblies that inter- 
^est which their presence and participation never £ul to inspire ? As 
the existence and prosperity of the world of mankind depends entire- 
ly upon the agriciiltiiralists, how imperatively are the ladies called on 
to lend their iiifluence, to stren^en the hands, cheer 4he hearts, and 
stimulate to exertion these hardy companions and lords ef the ^mi, 
with whom nature and nature's God have associated them. 

There were specimens of agricultural implements presented by 
Mr. Root, of Waterloo, of exquisite woikmanship, such as grain cra- 
dles, rakes, chums, etc., which are well worthy the attention of the 
.fermer and mechanic Also a bee hive, of new and ingenous con- 
strucHon, consisting of three stories, the particulars of which our 
diniits will not permit us to give. 

There were specimens of flour barrels from several shops, Which 
were most excellent, and cannot ^se 'beat; the two best were made hy 
J. <fe P.Keegan, and possessed flie enviable merit of being filled with 
so superfine an article of flour, tiiat a sheet of paper on w'hitSh itwas 
/^amined, looked gray and daf k in comparison. The contents of 
«one was i:banufactured at the Monroe City Mill, the other at the Wa- 
terloo Mill; to the .former we are inclined to give &e preference. 

There were two ^mammoth squashes presented by Mr. McQuillei^, 
^Weighing about one hundred pounds. each, the product of ^an island 
ibem the wharf; also a blood-beet, weighing seventeen j)ounds; alss 
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fktme sfplendid plovs, kj Mr. Spragne of Detroit; one of wbicli Itadl 
k cast iron beam, which justly attracted much attention* 

There were two finely wrought horse-shoes, of which any horse 
might justly feel pk-oud, manu&citured by Messrs. K&be 4e Labresh, 
<of Monroe. The one by Labresh was inge;hiously done, containmg 
a new principle of double bevel, but the committee were disposed to 
give the old fadhioned one the preference, being in doubt as to 
whether the new principle is an improvement. Theoonimitie regret 
-exceedingly that they hare not at their disposal suitable prenuums 
for the meritorious articles above mentioned. 

Having already exceeded'our limits, we will close by observings 
that the exh%ition far exceeded our most sanguine expectations, and 
'i^bould stimulate one and aH to ^^irther tmd more determined exer- 
tions in behalf of the cause in this part of the Peninsular State, so 
as to make it a more -eligible location to the swarms of -emigrants 
who are wending their way westwardly to this land of promise. 

In eoncliisioh, we will say to the farmers of Monroe, strive to be 
better prepared another year, and don't forget to bnng the ladies 
with tkeir handiwork 

JOHN BUECH, Ch'n of Com. 



1)UNDEE, Oct 15th, 1849. 

Toihe Secrekayof the Mmroe Dawnty AgrimUwral SocUiy: 

Dear Sir: — A short time since I had the pleasure of perusing an 
article headed "Monroe County," written by a correspondent of the 
Michigan Farmer, in which he justly applauded s(Mne of the fanners 
in our county for their superior manner of farming. I regret that 
said correspondent had not spent more time among us, and taken a 
more general view of our county; for I think, when its true agricul- 
tural resources are fully developed, it will be one of the mostwealthy 
agriculture districts in the State. From the geological position and 
►construction of Monroe county, it must and will eventually become 
a growing county. Many of our fanners who ha^elheretofore turned 
^ir attention to wheat, are now going largely into the raising of 
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tteat stock* Our hesT/ timbered lands^ wliett ckared and seeded^ 
fumish an abondanice of tbe riel^stpasture. One peeoliuriiky of onn 
sa&dy qpenings, is that ihej nay be made t9 yield an abwiilanee of 
red or wbite cloreri for hay or cloae feeding* and irffl sustain a 
dronghth mmA larger than clay ground^ while much yalaaUe land 
is Ijring unoidtiTated, which if ooettpied» woold yield a rieh reward. 
Thousands of emigrants are rushing past us to the western world, 
and paying more for lands of no better quality, three husdred milea 
west^ than they would be obliged to pay here. The in^pression has 
obtamed abroad that Monroe is rather a poor county — sueh is not the 
case. 

Her resoorces are ample, but longer in bemg developed than some 
of the interior counties of <he State. The water power of the Rai- 
sin within this county is dest^ied to be a permanent source ef wealth, 
being in a beautifttl and rich agriculttiral district. Manu&ctores of 
Tarious kmds ma|y be established and sustained at an iaconsiderable 
expense. The raw material can beraised k the interiori. and brought 
by Rail or Plank Road to the doors of the factories, and from thencet 
in the manufactured state, returned to the interior for home con- 
sumption, or shipped to a foreign inarket; and if the narigation of 
the St. Lawrence is made free, as it undoubtedly will be, a re-ship- 
ment need not be made to reach Europe, or even China^ if that mar- 
ket should hold forth inducements. 

Another source of wealth is to be found in the limestone forma- 
tion throughout Monroe county^ by which she holds many of the in- 
terior counties tributary. Lime rode is not found in aay considera-^ 
ble quantities in the counties of Washtenaw, Lenawee, Jackson, 
Hillsdale or Branch, and iixoee counties are all wheat growing coun- 
ties; the nature of the soil is such that lime will be an important aid 
in rallying wheat, when the soil is exhausted by cropping. For build- 
ing purposes, the demand is already great> and yearly increasing. 

The lime rock is inexhaustible, extending from the mouth of Ma- 
ron river to Monroe City, akmg the valley of the Raisin, a distance of 
twelve miles, and from the Maron southwardly to the State Une, with 
frequent outcroppings between that and Lake Erie.. Even the wild 
feed on the open lands in this county grows so luxuriously, that thou- 
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tands of catUe Blight be msed on what now goes to decay annually. 
These adrantages will not long be overlooked, situated as they are 
within one or two hours' ride of ship navigation. It is surprismg that 
they have not been improved before. 

Yours respectfully, W. H. M. 

Hmroe^ Deomber, 1849. 

A. DUNBAR, 
Seca^etary Ji<mroe Co. AsnricuUural Society. 
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Oakland County Agricultural Society. 



h C. HauiB9, B«q. 

D^ftrSir — Yours of the 11th met. came duly to hand, and '| 
bave delayed writing 3ome days in Jiopes of obtaining a copy of tht . 
Address delivered before the Society on the day o£ the Fair, bnl 
have not been able to do so as yet, but wil} send you a copy in a terj 
few days. 

The Oakland County Agricultural Society was organised on ih# 
7th day of July, 1949. The following is a list (^ the officers elected: 

For President, William Yerkes, of Nori; for Vice Presidents, on« 
from each town in the coiuty: Mons. Y. Muslin, Pontiac; Johft 
Chamberlain, Bloom€eld; Hiram Batratt, Commerce; Joseph M. 
Irish, West Bloomfield; Joseph Gaylord, Waterford; George Mifier, 
Independence; Henry Frost, Holly; Gamaliel Tinsdale, Bvaftdons 
Theron W. Barber, Novi; Edward Martin, Troy; William li. Ax- 
ford, Oakland; Benjamin F. Sheldon, Orion; £. G. Deming, Oxford; 
N. Power, Farmington; D. Hubbard, Royal Oak; Horatio Lees; 
doutkield; Charles Baldwin, Avcm; HarrisonYoorheis, White Lake; 
Rufos Temey, Highland; William Thompson, Rose; Phillip Mar^ 
latt, Lyons; Z. M. Morey, Milf(M-d, William Snow, Addison. 

For Executive' Committee: William G. Stone, John Thomas, Jonah 
Griggs, Charles Elliott, Grummel Bowen, Joseph J. Todd, Linieim 
Cone, Andrew C. Walker, Cyrus Wells, 0. P. Davidson. 

For Treasurer, Asa B. Hudson. 

For Corresponding Secretary, Alvinson Whitehead. 

For Recording Secretary, Horatio N.. Howards 
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CONSTITUTION. 

Art. 1. The name of this Association shall be tbe Oakland Couii- 
ty Agricultural Society, and its object is the improring of agricul- 
ture, domestic manufactures and the mechanical arts o*nnected with 
the agriculture of the county. 

Art. 2. The officers of this Society shall be a President, and one 
Vice President for each town in the county; a Treasurer, a Record- 
ing Secretary and a Oorrespondil^ Seck-eitary; anExeenthre Commit- 
tee, consisting of ten mem1>ers, to be chosen for that purpose. The 
above officers shall be elected by ballot, and by a majority of votes 
cast at the annual meetmg of the Society, and shall hold tiieir offices 
lor one year, asid until others are chosen in theif {)laee6. The «^leers 
named tipon the orgisnization of this Society, shall bo deemed laem* 
bers, and shall regain officers cmly until otheis ahall be duly elected 
Mi the first annual meeting. If any raoaney shall happen in any of 
said offices, it may be filled by a majority of the members of ih% Sx< 
eoutiTe Committee. 

Art. 9. The duties of the President, ^ice Presidents, Becordnig 
and Corresponding Secretaries, shall be such as usodly pertain to 
their respective offices^ and such as may be prescribed by the specif 
order of the Executive Cointaittee* as hereinafter prDvided. 

Art. 4. The treasurer shall receive and keep im aeenrale account 
of all moneys belonging to the society; he shall pay out its monfiy 
only on the orders of the executive committee; and at ^ eaeh annual 
meeting of the society he shall mal^e a full report of its financial 
transactions and condition. 

Art. 5. The executive committee shall determiae the ^Iftoe of 
holding each annual meettng and &k of the Society* a«d it ahail eaU 
such meeting and fair at such time as it shall judge best, giving ajt 
least thirty days notice thereof. 

Art. 6. The Executive Committee akall direct the n^onjBy appro- 
priations of the Society, and have the control of its prc^rty; it shall 
make the necessary prepal^ations for th# Annual Fair, and issue all 
proper public notices in relation to the general objects of the Society. 
It shall prepare the beoessary by-laws of the Society, and may pre- 
scribe such duties to the officers of the Society as is not inconsistent 
^th the usual business oi their respective offices. Said committee 
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shall (Amy all bsiructioiis firam Ibe Socioiy^ aid at tlte expintion o( 
tiie year for which they mie eleeted, shall make a M report of all 

ihe proceedings to the Society. They may appomt a chaimuUL and 
secretary of their nimher^ and the £aid secretary shall draw and 
sign all orders on the treasurer, countersigned by the chainnaB, for 
the payment of all moneys directed by said committee to be paid; 
and the secretary shall keep an exact account of all orde:R3> dxawni 
on the treasurer, with the date, amo\mt,aiiid. to whom pay able. . 

Aj^t. 1. The Ezeeutire Committee diall annually regolate aaA 
award the premiums on Sttch articles, pyoduiets, animals afid inoir. 
provements as they may deem best calculated to promote the agri« 
cultural, horticultural and manufactunng interests of the State, haT« 
ing special reference to the most economical or profitable mode of 
competition in raising the crop or stock, or in the fiibrication of the 
article offered. But before any premium shall be paid, the persoa 
to whom such premium is awarded shall deliver to the President an 
accurate statement and description in writing, verified ia such man-^ 
ner as the executive committee may direct, of the character of the. 
«ml, the process of preparation, the quantity and quality of the msi- 
nores applied in raising the crc^, or the kind and quality of food in 
&edmg the animal, as the case may be; also, the kind and cost of la« 
bor employed, and the total expense and total product of the crop, 
or the increase of the value of the animal, with a view of showing 
accurately the exact resultmg profit. 

Art. 8. The Executive Committee shall meet at such time as they 
may appoint annually, and shall then report the transactions of tha 
Society for the preceding year, with their views as to the best method 
of improving: the agricultural, mechanical and domestic manufac^ 
tures of the county. 

Art. 9. No officer of this society shall receive any compensation 
for the time expended by him in the service of the society. 

Art. 10. Any person may become a member of tbia society bj 
paying one dollar to the trea^irejr, and ipajr cont^iue a member fay 
paying fifty cents per annum. By paying ten dollars any person ma; 
become a life member of the society, and be entitled to a certificata 
of membership, signed by the president and recording secretary. 
29 
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AftT. 1 1. This ocntlitatioii may be altered by a vote of two^diirds 
of the members preaent andvotbg at any annual meelnqr of tke 
sociefy. 



The ezecatiye eommittee met at the court house m the village of 
PoBtiac, on the 24th day of August, aind appointed a chairman and 
secretary, and voted to hold the fair on the 4th day of October, al 
10 o'clock m the forenoon of the same day, and revived to raise the 
sun of four hundred doHars, to be awarded for j^emiums on .stock 
and other articles presented at the county fair. 



LIST OF PREMroMS 

Awaarded aOhe Fair of ihe OaJdomd Caunfy AffricuUitral Soctefy, kdd 
atPanliac, October^, 1849. 

CATTLB. 

368t Devon bull, John Thomas, #9 00 

dd best, John L. Brownell, 8 00 

Best bull without distinction of breed, Luman Fuller, 6 00 

Sd best, Harvey Seeley, 3 00 

Sd best, A. Chapman, 2 00 

Best milch cow, George Tibbatts, . 5 00 

Best yoke work oxen, A. Bailey, 6 00 

2d best, Gideon Scott, 4 00 

dd best, B. Coonley, 3 00 

Best pair 3 year old steers, B. Whitfield, 5 00 

2d do do do G. German, 3 00 

Best pair 2 year old steers, A. S. Brooks <k Bogart, ,4 00 

Best pair yearling steers, Joel Loomis, 3 00 

Best calf, John Chamberlin, 2 00 

2d do J. W. Leonard, 4 00 

Best 3 year oldlieifer, A. Chapman, 8 00 

Best 2 do do Brooks drBogart^ 2 00 

BiBst yearfing do A. CHubbard, 2 OO 

Best&tcatde, KM.Stickney, ^X)0 
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HOBSBB. 

Best BtallioQ, D. C. Watennan» r $6 00 
2d do (Young Hickory,) J. L. Brownell, 4 OQ 

Sd do C. A. Green, 3 00 

Best brood mare, Charles Sly, 6 00 

2d do J. M. Irish, 4 00 

M do John Case, 3 00 

Best 3 year old colt, Major Ward, 6 00 

2d do do Truax, 3 00 

3d do do Myron G. Cobb, 8 00 

SHBBP. 

Best Merino bnck, C. A. Green, 4 00 

2d do do F. A. Williams, 9 00 

Best five Ewes, B. Phillips, 5 00 

2d do do F. A. Williams, 3 00 

Best longwooled buck, Wm. Whitfield, 3 00 

2d do do do Walter Whitfield, 2 00 

Best five Ewes, long wool, Wm. Whitfield, 5 00 
Fine pen of Merino bucks from H. Tyler, Mac6mb oo. 

SWIJRX. 

Best boar, Harris Newton, 4 00 

do breedmg sow, J. Chamberlin, 4 00 

2d do do Harris Newton, 8 00 

Best lot pigs, J. Chamberlin, 8 OO 

2d do do Harris Newton, 2 00 

VABmvo upLUHinni. 

Sab-soil plow, A. Smith, 8 00 

2 horse plow, A. Smith, 8 00 

2d J. Spears, 2 00 

Best Grain Cradle, Simeon Arery, 1 00 

do bee hire, J. £. Norton, 2 00 

do wheat caltirator, D. S. Fox, 2 00 

do com do do 2 00 

do lumber wagon, J. E. Norton^ ^ 3 00' 

do doable-geared roller, B. Plielps, 9 00 
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^Bedt 10 lbs. batter, in rolls, E. R. Shimmoas, 
do tub,501bs.JobnWmdiat6, 

CHEESE. 

Best ^Id cheese, Luflier Lapbam, 
do new do A. Lapbam, 

HONKT. 

Best Honey, Mr. Forbusb, 
^do do J.P.Wykoff, 
SjddQ do G. Hotobkiss, 

DOMESmo HANUaPACTUREa. 

Best rag carpet, H. Seely, 

do wool carpet, J. Headrickson, 
Second best, J. J. Voorheis, 
l^est wbite flannel, B. Phelps, 
Second best do J. J. Voorheis, 
iBest pair blankets, B. Phelps, 

do piece wool cloth, do 

do coverlet, Geo. Hopkinson, 
i'Secondbest, 

Third do John Sprague, 
Best quilt, (discretionary,) Mrs. H. C. Thurber^ 
Second best, (dis.,) A. H. Peck, 
Thbrd do O. D. Richardson, (dis.) 
'Two pair domestic silk stockings, Mr. Geo. W. Collins, 
One pair worsted stockings, Mr. B. Phelps, 
Three pair socks, knit by Mrs. Phelps, a lady of 89, 
^Second premium, Cyrus Clark, 
Lot- woolen yam, B. Phelps, 
'O^e {nece domestic linen, H. Howzer, 

d<y do do flannel, Mrs. J» H[endrieki»iim> 

dfiK pidr eot. stockings, 
' Two Worsted rowdies, Mrs. Hinsdale, 

ITBUITS. 

B^ akd greatest yariety of table apjAes^ Isaac Gaman^ 

dty- sidling apples, A. Whitehead| 

Lot apples, 8 varieties, do 
do do do 



$3 ea 


3 oa^ 


S €0 


3 00 


i 50 


I 00 


60 


^ 00 


3 00 


1 00 


12 00 


1 00 


3 00 


3 00 


1 50 


1 00 


50 


1 50 


1 00 


60 


H 00 


1 00 


.1 00 


25 


60 


1 OO 


50 


50 


100 


3«l 


.5^00 


10 


50 
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l^itzenbuKg apples, N. Davis, ♦ 60 

liot of apples, L. Brunsoh, 50 

Pour varieties, Linus Cone, 60 

OoUection of apples, D. M. Hinsdale, fiO 

PEARS. 

Stevens' pears» Cyrus Clark, 1 00 

PEACH ss* 

Best 12 peaches, Curtis Babcock, t 00 

do seedlkg, Edwm Forbush, 1 00 

QUINCES. 

Best 92 quinces, W. Phelps, 1 QO 

12 Portugal, A. C. Hubbard, m 

12 do Thad. Thompson, 60 

GRAPES. 

Best collection, 0. D. Richardson, 2 00 

do single variety, E. C. Beach, 2 00 

CURRANT AND GRAPE WINE. 

1st premiuiii, to A. C. Hubbard, ] 00 

2d do O.D.Richardson, 75 

3d do J. Paddock, 50 

4th do A. Andrews, 35 

CUT FLOWERS* 

Best and greatest varieties of cut flowers, to Miss Sarah K 

Beach, 1 00 

Best Dahlias, Mrs. Sherman Stevens, ] 00 

VEGETABLES. 

Best 12 white table turnips, Geo. Culvei:, 50' 

do 5 blood beets, J. P. LeRoy, 60 

do 12 onions, W. G. Stone, 50 

do 3 heads cabbage, 0. F. Pardy, 50 

do 12 tomatoes, A. Whitehead, 50 

Sugar puibpldiis, H. Bowser, 50 

Best and greatest variety of vegetables, S. Stevens, 1 00 

do potatoes, A. Butler, 1 oo 

FWUJi CROPS. 

Comnittee could not report. 
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FLOUR. 

Best bbl. flour, Pontiac Mills, Mathews and Beach, 9i OO* 

PLOWING MATCH. 

1st premium, best plowing with horses, W. S. Henderson, 8 00^ 

Best with oxen, L. Burlinghame, 3 00 

MISCBLLANEOUS ABTIOLS& 

Wax flowers and fruit, M. A. Hendrickson, 60 

Head dress, Mrs. Ford, 50' 

Blue dress hat^ Mrs. Ford, 1 00 

Gold pens and cases, J. H. Allison, 1 60 

Specimen of dentistry, W. Gaboon, , ^ 

1 pair fine boots, J. Todd, . 50 

1 pair coarse boots, J. Todd, 2& 

Leather, G. R. <k B. R Hixon, 1 00 

Single harness, C. B^odie, 1 00 

Sheet iron stove, (self^regulator) S P. Lyon, 1 00 

Marble work, L B. Sherman, 1 00 

Cook stove, O. C. & R B. Morris, 1 00 

Paintmg, water colors, Mrs. A. C. Baldwin, 60 

Smbroidered shawl, Mrs. S. Stevens, 1 00 

Wreath work, Mrs, A. A. Lull, 50 

Embroidered dahlia, L P. Sherman, 60 

Embroidered satchel, Mrs. Dr. Paddock, 60 

!Needle book, Mrs. A. A. Lull, 25 

Landscape painting. Miss S. Richardson, 1 00 

Window shades, Mrs. A. Spear, 50 

Wax fruit, Mrs. M. G. Spear,. 50 

1 pair embroidered suspenders, Mrs. A. Williams, 25 

Perforated work by little girls, 5. 00 
Amount of money raised by membership and otherwise, td49 77 

Amount paid for premiums, &c., 824 77 

H. N. HOWABD, 
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Washtenaw County Agricultural Society. 



J. C. HouoES, Esq., Sec'yMich. State Ag. Society: 

Dbar Sib: — On the 7th of July, 1849, a society was fanned, to 
be called "The Washtenaw County Agricultural and HortieuUttral 
Society," which adc^ted the following constitution. 

The executive committee was called together by the Secretary, and 
met on the 13th of September, when it was resolved to hold a county 
f«r at Ann Arbor, on the second Wednesday (10th) of October. 
A committee was also appointed to prepare a list of premiums, and 
their report, after amendments, was adopted and published. ' 

In conformity with* appointment, a fair was held on the 10th of Oc- 
tober, and although the notice was short and the day disagreeable, 
it exceeded the most simguine expectations, and in several respects 
surpassed the State &ir, giving promise of what Washtenaw can do 
with timely notice and iiEivorable weather. 

No regular address was delivered, but a few ex tempore remarka 
made by the president and secretary. 

J. HOLMES .AGNEW,:Scc*y. 

J)ecember 10, 1849. 



Pursuant to adjouniment, the Agricultural Society was called to 
order by the Chairman, upon whose motion, Hon. Wm. Finley was 
tsalled to the chair, and 0. W. Moore chosen Secretary. 

The chiurman, from the committee appointed at a previous meet- 
ing to draft a Consdtution« reported a draft of the same, which was 
accepted, tmd after several amendments were made thereto, the 
samia was adppted and ordered printed, as follows: 

Artigus 1. This Society sball be called the Washtenaw County 
Agricultnral and Horticultural Society. 
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Art. 2. The object of this Society shall be the advancement od 
Agriculture and Horticulture in this county. 

Art. 3. Every person wishing to become a member of this Socit 
ety, shall pay to the Treasurer one dollar at the time of subscribing, 
to this constitution or by-laws, and one dollar annually thereaftei», 
on or before the first day of September m each and every year. 

Art. 4. The officers of this Society shall consist of a President, 
lour Vice Presidents, a Eecording and Corresponding Secretary, a 
Treasurer and an Executive Committee, consisting of one member 
from each town in the county, all of whom shall be elected .at the 
aiiuual meeting in each year, and shall continue in office one year, 
flid liAtil others are elected or appointed in their stead. 

Art, 5. There shall be a meeting on the second Wednesday in 
October next, at Ann Arbor, and at such time and place in eaoh 
year thereafter, as shall be fixed upon by the Board of Managens, 
for the purpose of holding a regular fair, and exhibition of domestic 
animals, manufactures, and articles of produce of the farm and ^£- 
den. Fifteen menibers shall constitute a quorum of all the meetings 
of the Society. 

Art. 6. The officers of the society, &ye of whom shall form a q^oo- 
rum, shall constitute a board of managers, for the general adminis- 
tration of the affairs of the society. They shall have the full power 
to enact such laws as shall be deemed expedient; to appropriate the 
funds to the proper objects of the institution; to appoint committees; 
to convene special meetings of the society; to hold the annual exhi>- 
bitionaad make all arrangements therefor; to appoint examining com- 
mittees to award such premiums as may be offered by the society, 
and determine all matters connected therewith; to take charge of and 
distribute plants, seeds, books, &c., or whatever may be transmitted to 
the society, and to concert, arrange and publish addresses and other 
communications, together with the proceedings of the society, at such 
times and in such form as they shall deem best calculated to promote 
the objects of the society. It shall be their duty to appoint yearly 
two members from each town, who, with the member of the execu- 
tive committee from the same town, as chairman, shall be standing com- 
jmittee to superintend the concerns of the society in their respective. 
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Iffwrn, whose correspcmdenceshall be addressed to "the ccnrrespottdrng 
secretary, and who may be requested byiihe trieasurer to collect 
money dtie the society in their reepective towns. 

Art, 1. The president, or in his absence, bne of ihe vice^resi- 
dents, shall pre^de at allmetgtings of the board of manager^'Dr^e 
society, and at all exhibitfons or fairs held by the society. 

Art. '8. 5*he correspondingsecretary shall, under the dlfebtloag of 
thei>oard of managers, reed ve and answer dl cominunicatiotis ad- 
dressed to the society or any of its officers, and perform sudh dther 
duties as may from tka^be assigned him by the board of tMn^ts. 

Art. 9. The Recording Secretary shall keep a record of theph)- 
ceedings Of the tSociety; he ^all also be Recording Secrtary of the 
Board of Managers, and shall keep a record of ^behr^transadtions. 

Art. 10. The Treasurer shall receive all sums due the Society, 
and all donations received for its benefit, and disburse them only on 
the order or orders of the President, countersigned by the Recording 
Secretary. He shall keep all accounts of his receipts and disburse^ 
ments, and report the same annually to the Board of Managers, and 
oftener if required. He shall execute a bond to the Society, for the 
faithful performance of his duty, in such penalties and with such 
sureties as the Board of Managers shall require. 

Art. 11. The Board of Managers may fill all vacancies that may 
occur by death, resignation or otherwise among the officers of the 
Society; and the persons so appointed shall hold their officers until 
others are elected or appointed in their places. 

Art. 12. No persons but such as are members of the Society slujl 
be allowed to compete for premiums, except ladies for domestic man- 
u&ctures. 

Art. 13. This constitution may be altered or amended by a vote 

of two-thirds of the members present at any stated meeting of the 
Society. 

On motion of Prof. Agnew, 

The Society proceeded to the election of its officers, and the foUow- 
members were duly elected: 

President, Hon. Wm. Pinley; Vice Presidents, Iforaco Welch, Esq., 
John W. Van Cleve, Esq., Luther fioyden, Esq., William Burnett, 
Esq; Recording and Corresponding Secretary, Prof. J. Hohn«5 Ag- 
aew; Treasurer, Hon* Jas. Kingsley. 
30 
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Executive Committee— Salem, James B. Vanatta; Northfield, Ua* 
fds Mathews; Webster, Munius Kimiey; Dexter, Henry Warner; 
Lyndon, Selah B. Collins; Sylvan, Thomas H. Godfrey; Lima, Asa 
Williams; Scio, F. S. Finley; Ann Arbor, J. D. Baldwin; Superior, 
John Brewer; Tpsilanti, Mark Norris; Pittsfield, Robert J. Barry; 

Lodi, Newton Sheldon; Freedom, Litchfield; Sharon, Oliver 

High; Bridgwater, Daniel Hixon; Manchester, T. L. Spaflford; Sa- 
ime, Sahnon L. Haight; York, Daniel Carpenter; Augusta, Coon 
Bednor. 

The proceedings of the Society Were ordered published, and the 
Society adjourned. 

WILLIAM FINLEY, PresideiU, 

0. W. MoOBE^ Secretary. 
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